Minutes of the Herndon Historical Society Meeting

Wednesday 28 May 2014

Herndon Depot

Herndon, Virginia

Business Meeting: The meeting was called to order by President Charlie Waddell with 13 people in attendance.  Minutes from the 27 February 2014 meeting were read and approved with corrections. 

Treasurers Report:  The Treasurer’s report was given; checking account balance:  $3,806.13 (beginning balance 4,130.13 – 324.00 = 3,806.13). 

Mr. Downer explained that the Herndon Historical Society has arranged a non-profit account thru the Community Foundation of Northern Virginia for tax deductible contributions.  

Old Business: President Waddell reported on the dedication of the Laura Ratcliffe Civil War Trails Marker which was held at Merrybrook, Herndon, VA on Sunday, 4 May 2014.

President Waddell thanked the many volunteers who have given so generously of their time to serve as docents at the Depot on Sunday afternoons.  After a brief discussion it was agreed to keep the Depot open from noon –5PM on Sunday, 1 June 2014, to accommodate the additional visitors from the Herndon Festival.  Two shifts of volunteers will be scheduled:  noon – 3PM with the second sift doing 3-5PM.

The broken windows in the Depot and the Caboose have been replaced.  The task to replace the rotted wood in the Depot will be completed after the Herndon Festival.

New Business:  President Waddell has been working with Mr. Snead, a staff member with the Fairfax County School System, to gain access to the Coleman Family Cemetery.  The Cemetery is located in the Jefferson Mews Condominium Complex, Fairfax County School property borders Jefferson Mews Condominium Complex property on two sides.  Richard Kaufmann, Town of Herndon Attorney, is in the process of preparing a letter which will outline the issues and request possible negotiations on these issues.  It is in the public interest to preserve this family cemetery.

Announcements: Manassas Civil War Weekend will be held 22-24 August 2014.

Program:  Mary Lipsey, member of the Fairfax County History Commission and president of the Fairfax County Cemetery Association gave an informative and entertaining presentation on Dr. William Wallace Whitney Christmas, an early aviation pioneer, who is credited with designing the first plane equipped with ailerons and holder of a number of aviation related patents.  Copies of her book, A Christmas Flight:  Aviation Pioneer, Dr. William Christmas, were available for purchase after the meeting.   

The Herndon Historical Society will hold a picnic, Wednesday, 23 July 2014, at 7:30PM at the home of Harlan and Midge Reece.  Please bring a covered dish to share.   

