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CHAPTER F 


According to G2/422 (8 July 1806) the parcel of land described in 
<:: 

ihis chapter is " ••• all that parcel and 'Iract of land situate in the 

County of Fairfax and State of Virginia and lying on both sides of Sugar-

land Run being part of a larger tract formerly holden by Robt. Carter and 

decreed by the high Court of Chancery to the Page family and others and by 

deed from Page to Ferdinando Fairfax who conveyed to David Holmes who con­

veyed the same to William W. Williams being that Tract whereon said 

Williams now lives, containing 380 acres more or less." 

Unfortunately the deed between Ferdinando Fairfax and David Holmes 

has not yet been found in the Fairfax or Loudoun County records (in fact no 

such deed is even referred to in either County's index of deeds) and the 

deeds between David Holmes and William W. Williams (D2/399,423, 22 July 

1802) are in book D2 of the Fairfax deed records which was destroyed (lost) 

during the Civil War. 

Sometimes misfortune is partially compensated for by a little 

blessing: in E2/500 (8 December '1804) William Walter Williams placed a 

lien on his 400 acres in order to provide collateral for a debt of 416 

pounds, 1 shilling that he owed Joseph Riddle of Alexandria; Obediah 

Clifford was appointed the trustee for the lien. No release for this lien 

is listed in the index of deeds. The land is described as being that land 

Which Williams bought from Holmes in 1802 and is bounded by: 

F-2 
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a: begin at a stone, corner to [Page] Lott No. 18 and No. 

11 in the possession of John G:>leman and No. 11 in the 

possession of Jane Grimes, 

b: stone, corner to !ott No. 11 and No. 14 (1)a: with 

Grimes' Lott N 30 E 57.6 poles), 

c: several saplins marked as pointers (cb: with line of 

Lott 14, S 85 1/20 E 240 poles), 

d: stake in the dividing lines between this land and the 

land held by lord [Bryan] Fairfax [NN 1/124] (de: S 69 

1/20 E 140 poles), 

e: stake, pile of stones (ed: reversing the said (Fairfax) 

line, S 27 1/20 W 242 poles), 

f: stake in the road, corner to !ott 18 (fe: N 650 W 174 

poles) , 

a: beginning (af: with Lott 18 line, N 350 W 183 1/3 

poles) 

400 acres more or less 

On 8 July 1806 (G2/422) William W. Williams sold this land 

(although it is described as being 380 acres more or less, it is very 

clearly the same parcel as E2/500) to Fanny Summers of Fairfax G:>unty for 

$10. Fanny Summers then sold this land to ~nrietta Williams (William W. 

Williams' wife) for $10 also on 8 July 1806 (G2/426) - why this circuitous 

route to Williams' wife is not at all obvious (at least to me - a tax 

dodge?); presumably this indirect sale to Mrs. Williams is the reason for 

the absurdly low price of $10. 
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John Williams of Norfolk, acting as agent f or Henrietta Williams, 

of St. Louis, Mississippi (see power of attorney, G2/237), sold a p~cel 

"containing 370 acres more or less and bounded according to its known 

ancient and reputed bounds and is the same tract, piece or parcel of land 

vhereon the said Henrietta Williams resided . . . before she moved to" 
Mississippi, to James H. Jenkins of Fairfax County for $900 on 1 January 

1842 (G3/236). Since all of the preceding deeds had also described this 

land using the expression that the land was known by its "ancient and 

reputed bounds," it seems plausible to assume that all of the parcels are 

identical even though the acreage cited varies from 370 acres to 400 

acres. If the parcels actually differed slightly, there is no means to 

determine this since no explicit metes and bounds are given. The fact that 

almost all of this land lies within Herndon's present corporate limits and 

that there are no obvious gaps of land between the several parcels of land 

discussed in the several chapters of this short note, supports the hypothe­

sis that the parcel Holmes bought of Fairfax remained intact until Nicholas 

Farr's heirs divided it. 

In order to secure the debt of $400 which he owed Henrietta 

Williams, James H. Jenkins agreed to place a lien on this land on 1 January 

1842* (G3/209) with John Williams and HUgh Graham as trustees. Jenkins 

agreed to pay $100 (plus interest) on 1 January 1843, '44, '45, and '46; if 

~e defaulted, the land would be auctioned after 90 days notice had been 

* Throughout the history of Herndon's land, many deeds are dated 1 
January - possibly 1 January was not as sacred a holiday in the "good old 
days" as it is now or possibly sacrilege was even more prevalent than - the 
"heyday" of capitalism when people (even court clerks) did anything for 
money - even work! 
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given in newspapers. As described below, this debt was never completely 

repaid by Jenkins (K3/380). 

James H. Jenkins got himself into trouble: according to K3/135 

(31 January 1846) Jenkins was "now confined in prison on a CASA issue from 

~he clerk's office of Fairfax County in the name of John B. Farr for the 

use of Stephen D. Farr and under the contract s [1] of his attorney amoun­

ting to the sum of $145.45 including sherriff's fees and commissions and 

wherea s t he sa id Geo rge W. fun ter ha s bee ome bound as securitY for • • • 

James Jenkins. In order to make George funter feel more at ease in this 

world and satisfy him that he would not have to be held liable for this 

debt if something terrible happened and to provide security for their debt, 

James H./Absalem Jenkins agreed to another lien on two parcels of their 

land on 31 January 1846 (K3/ 135); Alfred Moss and Thomas Moore were 

trustees. Moss/Moore agreed to permit James and Absalem to remain on the 

land and "to take profits thereof to his own use until default be made in 

the payment •• .." If the Jenkins defaulted, the land was to have been 

auctioned after 30 days notice in the Providence [Fairfax City] Chronicle 

or Alexandria Gazette. The two tracts were: 

(a) 	 the land James H. Jenkins bought from John Williams 

(G3/209) and bounded by "Carper, Cockerille, G.mnell and 

others and containing 370 acres, more or less • • •" 

(b) 	 the land Mary Jenkins (James' wife)* got in the division 

of Joseph Sanford's land "being the mine tract and 

containing 77 acres, 2 roods and 10 poles." This tract 

* If 	Mary is James' wife, who is Absalem: his sister, mother •••1 
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is not in H:rndon; consequently no further effort will 

be made to follow its history - see H3/366 for Sanford's 

division; also see K3/189 for additional information. 

James R./Mary Jenkins did not [could not?] payoff their lien,* 

and instead sold the land for $581 to Nicholas Farr on 14 February 1846 

(K3/185). The land contained 370 acres more or less and was "bounded 

according to its known ancient and reputed Bounds and is the same tract, 

piece or parcel of land whereon H:nrietta Williams resided • . .." As part 

of this sale Nicholas Farr assumed the debt Jenkins owed H:nrietta Williams 

(G2/422); he paid off the debt and was released from the lien on 31 March 

1846 (K3/380). 

Nicholas Farr died "seized and possessed" of these 370 acres but 

either did not leave a will or the will was vague or "greed" for land/ 

possessions motivated some of his heirs to challenge the will. Regardless 

of the reason, the Circuit Court of Fairfax County became involved in 

parceling out his land amongst his heirs - John B. Farr, Benjamin/Nancy Van 

Horn, William/Sarah Ann Vickers, Stephen D. Farr, John R./Jane Burr, James 

W. Farr and George W. Farr (see Fairfax Court records for case "Final No. 

30") - Jane was Nicholas' wife but I am not certain whether she survived 

Nicholas or not. 

The Court appointed William B. Day, John (?) Coleman and John 

Rowzee as commissioners to "divide Estate of Nicholas Farr decd among the 

several heirs ••••" Nicholas owned several pieces of land but only those 

* No release f or this lien has been found, presumably it is somehwere and 
a more industrious person than I can find it. 
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parcels relevant to li:rndon will be described here: "To Jane E. Burr we 

assign (Lot No.2), it being that portion of Williams' tract purchased of 

Jenkins lying between the COunty road leading from Dranesville to Frying 

Pan meeting house and the Alexd , Loudoun and Hampshire R. Bo~d containing 

-
ISO acres more or less - To Ann G. Van Horn we assign Lot No. 3 the residue 
~ 

of the purchase of Jenkins laying on the north side of COunty road, adjoin­

ing the lands of Barker and others, also that portion of said tract south 

of the Railroad in all lS9 acres ••••It Accompanying this report is the 

surveyors plot giving the courses and distances to each lot, making it 

unnecessary to be more explicit. Signed this 29th day of May lS57" 

(Fairfax COurt records "Final No. 30"). 
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lot 3, parcell: 

A: 

B: 

C: 

D: 

H: 

H" 

A: 

begin at point on the County Road from Dranesville to 


Frying Pan meeting house, 


stone (BA: N 5 1/20 E 58 poles), 


pile of stones (CB: S 82 1/20 E 242 poles), 


stake and pile of stones in Benjamin Thornton's land 


(DC: S 66 1/20 E 126 poles), 


point in County Road (HD: with Thornton S 300 W 74 


pole s), 


intersection of County Road and Sugarland Run ( H"H: 


along road N 82 1/20 W 84 pole s), 


beginning (AH": along road N 72 1/20 W 248 poles) 


167.5 acres* 

* See footnote in Section IIA. 
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lD t 3, parcel 2: 

J: 

F: 

L: 

J: 

lDt 2: 

E: 

J: 

L: 

A: 

U": 

H: 

E: 

begin at point on A H & lDudoun R. Road, 

pile of stones (FJ: S 620 E 174 poles)~ 

point on railroad (LF: S 320 E 186poles), 

beginning (JL: with railroad) 

21.5 acres* 

begin at pile of stones on Thornton's line, 


point on railroad (JE: S 620 E [-] poles), 


intersection of railroad and corner of lot 3, parcel 2 


(JL: along railroad), 


stone (LA: S 320 E [-] poles), 


intersection of G:>unty Road to Dranesvi1le from Frying 


Pan meeting house and Sugarland Run (H;A: with road S 


72 1/20 E 248 pole s), 


point on Thornton's line (HH;: with G:>unty Road S 82° 


1/2 E 84 poles), 


beginning (EH: S 300 W 167 poles 14 links) 


180 1/4 acres* 
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I. Once John R.I Jane E. Burr legally owned the land (no deed has been 

found; presumably, the Court records constitute the deed of record),.. they, 

as all good Americans do, placed a lien on the land on 7 January 1858 

(Z3/337) in order to appease William Gtaham of Loudoun and tQ assure him 

that they would indeed repay the $255.92 they owed; George lbwnsend was the 
'Ii 

trustee. The lien was released during the November 1895 Circuit Court 

session (see marginal note of Z3/337) - a long, long time after the lien 

was recorded* (possibly the reason it took the unusual - to me - involve­

ment of the Courts to release the lien was that there was some confusion 

amongst the records and clear title to Some of the land was questioned; the 

Court became involved in order to provide legal evidence of a release). 

On 16 April 1872 (04/235) Hanry Thomas of Fairfax Chunty, as a 

Commissioner of the Court, sold the 180 acres to John P. Soule of Malden 

County, Middlesex, Mass., for $20 per acre ($3600).* Thomas became 

involved because the Circuit Court, in its March 1871 term decreed in the 

case of "Jane E. Burr, Charles N. Burr, Thomas Burr and others, children of 

J.R. Burr" [why the court case was initiated is not clear - possibly it 

involved confusion (intentional or otherwise) about the ownership of the 

land after Jane Burr's death] that Thomas should sell the land, at public 

or private sale. The land was described as being the same that had been 

"devised by Nicholas Farr, the father of said Jane E. Burr to the said Jane 

and her children." The Court confirmed the sale on 15 April 1872; Soule 

paid the money and the Court ordered Thomas to transfer ownership: 

* a: course, heaven forbid, possibly the clerk erred and meant 1859!
* In 1842 380 acres were sold to Jenkins for $900, $2.37 per acre; thirty 
years later the land was selling for $20 per acre. 
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a: begin at a planted stone in center of County Road, 

corner to Mrs. Nancy Slade and Barker, 

b: stake on east side of Sugarland Run (ba: with road, in 

center thereof S 72 1/20 E 239 1/2 poles), 

c: stake at intersection of another county road where 

Joseph 'lhornton's line crosses the first county road 

(cb: with road S 81 1/20 E 97 poles 9 links), 

d: stake and pile of stones, corner to N. Hanna's lot 

(de: with 'lhornton S 31 1/40 W 170 poles, 8 links), 

e: railroad (ed: with Hanna N 65 1/20 W 36 poles 7 links), 

f: Mr. Nat. &nna's I2rndon lot (fe: with railroad N 390 W 

263 poles 10 links), 

a: beginning (af: N 30 1/20 W 37 poles). 

180 acres more or less* 

See footnote section ItA.* 
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LA John P./Harriett C. Soule of Malden, Middlesex County, Mass. sold 


Charles Kitchen of Herndon 15 acres for $600 on 10 December 1879 (5B1323). 


a: begin at a point 95 rods and 2 links from. a planted 

stone in the center of the old county road leading 

through Herndon and corner to Mrs. Nancy Slack's heirs, 

b: ---(ba: with center of road S 72 1/20 E 64 2/3 rods), 

c: stake near spring (cb: S 17 1/20 W 42 rods), 

d: stake (dc: N 62 1/20 W 70 rods), 

a: beginning (ad: N 17 1/20 E 32 rods) 

15 acres 

The deed also set aside 16 1/2 feet "in this last line [ad] for a street 

and [Kitchen] to make all necessary fences till adjacent lots sold and then 

the purchasers are each to build and maintain one half of the fencing." 

en 11 May 1880 (Z4/450) Charles W./Harriet Kitchen were confronted 

with the terrible reality that they still owed John Soule $460 for the 15 

acres they had bought. To pacify the financial powers of the world, the 

Kitchens agreed to repay the debt with partial payments every three months; 

since people's spoken utterances are not as trustworthy as what their 

fingers do, the Kitchen's accepted a written lien on their land to secure 

~'his debt; Edward W. Rideout acted as trustee. The lien was released on 7 

July 1882 (B5/324). 
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LAl: On 12 May 1880 (05/210) Charles W./Harriet A. Kitchen sold 3/4 

acres of this land to Jarrett lewis for $125. The land had a house '-on it 

but no specific metes and bounds were given, only the statement that this 

was "3/4 acre of Soule.", 

~ Jarrett and catherine Lewis died leaving a long list of heirs: 

James/Irene lewis of Falls Olurch; Fred/Elizabeth lewis, :Rosa lewis 

Thornton (widow), Michael/Alice Lewis, Clara (Lewis)/Charles Washington, 

George lewis (single), Clarence/Georgia Waters, William/Virgil Waters, 

Clara lewis (widow), Clarence/Gladys lewis, Helen (Lewis)/Albert Moore, 

Evelyn (lewis)/Henry Fisher, Howard/eecelie Lewis, all of Washington, D.C. 

and Mazie Watters Williams (widow), Everett/Hattie Bell Waters, and 

Margaret Waters Friend, all of Philadelphia, plus James Waters of 

Robinsville, New Jersey and, finally, Matilda Lewis of Herndon. This list 

would have been longer except that Paul Friend, husband of Margaret Friend 

(daughter of Emma Waters who was a daughter of Jarrett lewis) and Annie 

Waters, wife of James Waters (son of Emma Waters) had both deserted their 

respective spouses and had been gone for at least 2 years and their 

whereabouts Were unknown; consequently, these two were excluded from the 

deed and any ownership of the land. 

All of these people sold Arthur E. Tinsman the 3/4 acres Jarrett 

had bought in 1880; this deal was recorded on 22 January 1946 (478/121) but 

still did not include any specific metes and bounds except to say that the 

3/4 acres were the southwest corner of Kitchen's 15 acres. 
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IA2: On 7 July 1882 (5B/324) C.W./harriett A. Kitchen sold 15 acres 

"less 3/4 acres sold to Jarrett lewis" to W.H. Jenkins for $641.25. ; No 

metes and bounds were given and the land was subject to the condition 

mentioned in 5B/323 of setting aside a strip of land for a s~reet. 

Following a tradition begun roughly 10 billion years ago, William 

H./Mary Jane Jenkins went into debt - they accepted a lien on their land on 

7 July 1882 (5D/414)* in order to prove to the world that they would repay 

a debt of $596.25 they owed John P. Soule and C.W. Kitchen: they agreed to 

repay 4 bonds with 6% interest (3 at $25.00, one at $30.00) in 12, 15, 18 

and 21 months to Kitchen and 20 bonds (19 at $25 and 1 at $16.25) to Soule 

in 24, 27 ••• 81 months, also at 6% interest. The release for this has 

not been found; E.H. Rideout was the trustee. 

On 15 October 1887 (5G/255) the Jenkins placed a second mort­

gage/lien on their land; this one, with Charles E. Stewart of Alexandria as 

trustee, was supposed to secure a debt of $254.00 (payable in 1 year at 6% 

interest) owed Cornelia T. Lynch of Alexandria.* 

These liens did not prevent the Jenkins from keeping the land - in 

fact on 12 October 1908 (A7/377) William H./Mary J. Jenkins still were spry 

enough to place a third mortgage on their "15 acres less 3/4 acres hereto­

fore sold to Jarrett lewis." This time they asked W. Courtney Lynch to be 

trustee and used this lien to secure a loan of $648 (at 6% interest) they 

owed Cornelia T. Lynch and which was payable in one year at the First Na­

tional Bank of Alexandria, VA. The lien was released on 12 July 1916 

(C8/63). 

*Releases for neither of these liens have been located - they must exist 
otherwise the Jenkins could not have kept the lands until 1916. 
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Keeping their string of liens intact, the Jenkins placed another 

lien on their 14 1/4 acres on 12 July 1916 (AS/50S) with William Br~gs and 

Harry M. Packard of Washington as trustees. The Jenkins owed Carrie M. 

Briggs $1600 and agreed to repay the debt (plus 6% interest) ,within 3 

years. The lien was released on 1 August 1929 (marginal note of AS/50S). 
~ 

Just to get a head start and to insure that there was no lapse in 

the sequence of liens, the Jenkins accepted another lien on 24 July 1929 

(NI0/211) in order to keep Bessie E. Vietch pacified about the $3000 debt 

they owed her and which they promised to repay (with 6% interest) within 3 

years. There is no release annotated in the margin nor any release through 

1933 in the index of deeds; no special effort has been made to determine 

what happened since this little expedition into Herndon's history tries to 

be a complete only to 1900. For the record, F.W. Richardson acted as 

trustee. 
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IB: On 15 December 1879 (B5/375) John P./Harriett C. Soule sold 1 acre 

to Carrie Jackson of Herndon for $50. 

a: begin at large oak tree at the intersection of Malden 

[Grove] and Cumberland [Monroe1 Streets, 

b: stake and stones (ba: with railroad in southwest course 

25 rods 13 1/2 feet), 

c: stake and stones (cb: N 17 1/20 E 11 rods, 9 1/2 feet), 

a: beginning (ac: in line of Malden St., 23 rods, 2 feet) 

The Jacksons, even if they only had a small piece of land, thought 

big - they mortgaged their land on 21 December 1891 (M5/27) in order to 

secure a debt of $100 due in 1 year to Benjamin Middleton. C.R. Bitzer, 

trustee, released the lien on 20 March 1894 (Q5/344). 

The Jackson family liked the land - not until 16 October 1923 

(E9/337) did Charles H./Mamie A. Jackson and William M./Sarah Jackson, 

"sons and only heirs of and next of kin of Carrie Jackson, late of Herndon" 

sell the 1 acre to A. T. Shirley of Herndon for $200. 
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IC: On 3 January 1882 (B5/151) the Soules sold 10.5 acres to George D. 

Sidman for $40 (why such a low price?) 

a: begin at small persimmon tree marked, near an old ditch 

opposite culvert 65' from center of railroad, 

b: stake in line of Rainey (ba: N 270 E 50 rods 40 links), 

c: stake and stone in Kitchen's boundary (cb: with Rainey 

and Kitchen N 62 1/20 W 39 3/4 rods), 

d: stake and stones north of railroad and 65' from its 

center (de: S 190 W 41 rods), 

a: beginning (ad: with railroad S 460 E 36 poles) 

10.5 acres 

George D./Francine L. Sidman of &rndon sold these same 10 1/2 

acres to Frederick H. Mitchell of Washington, D.C. for $2500 on 19 August 

1889 (15/160). The enormous difference between what Sidman paid for the 

land and what he sold the land for makes one (or two or three) wonder if 

$40 was the "real" sellers price. 

For the continuing saga of this land see IE. 
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ID: Frederick H. Mitchell of Washington bought 17 1/4 acres of land 

from John P./Mary A. Soule of Seattle, Washington, for $1 (obviously:., not 

the real price) on 8 July 1891 (5K/637) 

A: begin at the northeast corner of capt. Frederick 

Mitchell's land (formerly George Sidman), 

B: ---(ba: S 62 1/20 E 39 rods), 

c: Washington & Ohio railroad (cb: S 17 1/20 W 70 rods), 

D: ---(dc: with railroad N 450 W 52 rods), 

A: beginning (ad: N 270 E 51 rods 4 1/2 feet) 

17.25 acres 

See IE f or the next sale of thi s land. 
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IE: The Mitchell's liked the Soule land - on 9 August 1895 (5V/320) 

John P./Mary A. Soule of Seattle, King (hunty, Washington, sold an . 

additional 0.25 acre to Frederick W. Mitchell of Eerndon for $8 (why not $5 

or $101). 

a: begin at westerly corner of Mitchell's 10 1/2 acre 

purchase of Sidman, 

b: ---(ba: S 460 E 36 rods with Mitchell), 

c: ---(cb: S 270 W 11 feet), 

d: ---Cdc: N 460 W 35 1/2 rods with the Washington and 

Chio Division of the Southern Railway), 

a: beginning (ad: N 190 E 11 1/2 feet) 

1/4 acre 

"Making a strip of land 10 feet in width between ••• [Mi tchell' s land 

and] Railroad line.n 

On 4 May 1904 (P6/524) Frederick W./Caroline C. Mitchell of 

Washington, D.C., sold these 28 acres to Agnes B. Hough of wudoun (hunty, 

VA. The land was described as being "at (hral Station on the W&O Div of 

the Southern Ry, in the Town of Herndon ••• Bounded on the south by the 

above railroad, on the east by the lands of Darlington, on the north by 

Moran and others and on the west by Kephart ••• same conveyed to 

Frederick W. Mitchell by deed from George D. Sidman ••• 15/160 ••• John 

P. Soule ••• K5/637 and V5/320 ••••" Since Clarles P. Cummins 

"recently held contract executed of the said Frederick W. Mitchell • . . 
for purchase of ••• land," Cummins and wife, Edith S., join in the sale 
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signifying their "quitclaim and re1inquish[ment]" of all of their right in 

the land gained by the contract. 
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IF: Alonzo J. Downing of Ierndon bought 2 acres (referred to as lots 2 

and 8) from John P. Soule of Salt lake City, Sale lake Q:mnty, Territory of 

Utah for $200 on 24 February 1885 (5E/399). 

a: begin in the center of the COunty Road running east and 

west through Ierndon to Ridge Road, so called, 37 rods 

east from planted stone in road; known as a corner to a 

lot of the heirs of Mr s. Nancy W. Slack, to lands of 

J.H. Barker, J.P. Soule and others. 

b: ---(ba: east along center of road 10 rods), 

c: 	 north line of Malden St (cb: south a t right angles to 

the road 31 rods 15 feet), 

d: 	 point in Cumberland St. at right angles to COunty Road 

(de: west along north line of Malden St and northwest 

along northeast line of Ct:II:lberland St. 10 rods), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: north at right angles with road, 27 

rods) 

2 acres 

See IH for further exciting information. 
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IG: Alonzo Downing bought another 4 acres from the Soules, now of 

Suffolk County, Boston, Mass. (they surely moved around!) for $400 on 1 

February 1887 (5F/536). 

a: begin in the center of the county road leading easterly 

through &rndon to Dranesville Ridge Road, 47 rods east 

from planted stone, known as corner to Nancy W. Slack's 

heirs, John H. Barker and John P. Soule (this point is 

the northeast corner of IF), 

b: stake and stones (ba: east 20 rods along center of the 

County Road), 

c: north line of Malden St. and stake and stone (cb,: at 

right angles, south 31 rods 15 feet), 

d: southeast corner of Downing (de: at right angles west 

along north line of Malden, 20 rods), 

a: beginning (ad: at right angles north along Downing's 

east line 31 rods, 15 feet). 

4 acres 

Also, in this case, turn to IH for the conclud1ng verses of this 

saga. 
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IH: Alas, everyone makes mistakes now and again. en 1 June 1887 

(G5/151) Jolm P./Mary A. Soule of Boston, Mass. claim -in public even­

that there,were errors in the metes and bounds of the two parcels of land 

they had sold to Alonzo J./Sarah A. Downing: in 5E/399 the beginning point 

~hould have been stated to be 35 rods 16 links easterly from a planted 

stone, not 37 rods; in 5F/536 the description should have started at a 

point 45 rods 16 links easterly from a planted stone, not 47 rods as 

stated. In order to correct all of this, the Soules "sell" (for $1) 6 

acres of land to the Downings. 

a: point in the center of the County road, runnning 

easterly from lerndon railroad station to the so, called 

Ridge Road to Dranesville, 35 rods 16 links easterly 

from planted stone known as corner to heirs of Mrs. 

Nancy H. Slack's land, the land of J.H. Barker and John 

P. Soule's land, 

b: ---(ba: easterly along center of road 30 rods), 

c: north line of Malden Street (cb: S 19 1/20 W 31 rods, 

15 feet), 

d: planted stone, intersection of Malden and Cumberland 

Streets (dc: West, parallel with said County road along 

north line of Malden St), 

e: point 30 rods from aforesaid line running f rom County 

road to Malden St (ed: northwest along northeast line 

of Cumberland St), 

a: beginning (ae: N 19 1/20 E to the County Road) 

6 acres 
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The Downings agreed to "sell" (for $1) back the Soules any of the land that 

they had obtained in either of the earlier deeds that was not contained in 

the new description of the 6 acres. 

To increase the suspense of the fate of these 6 acr~s, the reader 

must wait until section Ii is written (and read) before learning of the 
~ 

next adventure of these wonderful 6 acres. 
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Ii: The Soules enjoyed selling land to the Downings so much that they 

sold them another 3 acres on 15 April 1890 (J5/420) for $500; this land 

adjoined the 2 acres they had sold in E5/399 - just to add a little variety 

this piece was triangular and not the usual rectangular shape. 

a: begin at a point in the center of the County Road from 

Harndon east to Dranesvi1le Ridge Rd., 3 rods 2 feet east 

from stone, corner to Nancy H. Slack's heirs, Elisha 

Dyer, John H. Barker and John P. Soule, 

b: corner of land Soule sold Downing (ba: east along 

center of road 32 rods 13 links), 

c: northeast line of Cumberland St (cb: at right angle, 

south along west or northwest line of Downing 27 rods), 

d: cedar post and stone (de: at acute angle northwest and 

parallel with railroad 35 feet therefrom, 9 rods 19 

links along northeast line of Cumberland St), 

a: beginning (ad: northwest along northeast line of 

Cumberland St, 32 rods, 6 links). 

3 acres 
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Alonzo Downing did not want anyone to accuse him of not fulfilling 

his capitalistic duty - it would be a sacrilege to buy three parcel~ of 

land and not to have a lien on at least one! The Downings, following the 

true American heritage, accepted a lien on these 3 acres on .~6 June 1890 

(5J/539) to secure a debt of $475 owed John P. Soule, now of Seattle, King 

County, Washington*. The Downings agreed to repay $75 in 6 months and $100 

on 16 June 1891, 2, 3 and 4 as well as to include 6% interest with these 

payments. Edward H. Rideout of Herndon acted as trustee and released the 

lien on 23 September 1891 (L5/228). 

Having gathered these 9 acres, done his duty of taking out a lien 

and looking for a large (!) profit, Alonzo J./Sarah A. Downing sold their 9 

acres to J.J. Darlington of Washington, D.C., for $5000 (the Downings paid 

a total of $1100 for these 9 acres) on 28 September 1891 (5L/284). 

a: 	 begin at a point in the center of the County Road 

leading from Herndon Station easterly to Dranesville 

Ridge Road, 3 rods 2 feet easterly from a planted stone 

known as t he corner to Nancy H. Slack's heir s, Eli sha 

Dyer, John H. Barker and John P. Soule, 

b: 	 northwest corner of land Soule sold Downing in E5/399 

(ba: east along road 32 rods 13 links), 

c: 	 northeast corner of land Soule sold Downing, F5/536 

(cb: along center of road east 30 rods), 

* Soule either moved often (and fast) between the coasts, had 2 resi ­
dences, had an identical tWin, or was trying hard not to be pinned down as 
to where he was from. 
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d: north line of Malden St (dc: at right angles south 31 

rods 15 feet) t 

e: intersection of Cumberland St (ed: at right angles west 

along north line of Malden St), 

f: cedar post and planted stone (fe: northwest with 

railroad along north or northeast line of Cumberland 

St) , 

a: beginning (af: north along northeast line of Cuoberland 

St, 32 rods 6 links) 

9 acres 
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IiI: Darlington very rarely sold land; in one of these rare instances, 

he sold approximately 2.6 acres to Thomas J. l-bffet, J. Wesley kpha·rt and 

Curtis E. Gresham, trustees of the Herndon Baptist Church, on 26 September 

1902 (6K/655) for $1. The land was sold to "permit the said, Herndon 

~ptist Church to occupy the said land and premises for the purpose of 

religious worship in accordance with the tenets, faith and doctrine of the 

relisious denominations or body known as Baptist . . .." 

a: begin at a point in the center of Washington St, 19 rods 

12 links from a planted stone in front of Elisha Dyer, 

b: S 410 W 12.4 rods to the center of a County Road, 

c: with road N 280 W 16 rods 19 links to center of , 

Washington, 

a: with Washington S 71 1/20 E 17 rods 23 links to 

beginning. 

(no size given; estimated at 2.6 acres) 
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Ii2: Darlington died and designated (Will Book 9/353) the National 

Savings and '!rust Company as his executor. 'The Savings and '!rust sold 

these 9 acres plus the 6.1 acres Soule sold Darlington in 1900 (see IU 

below) to :Bert C. Suher for $15,000 on 26 N:>vember 1946 (522/224); this is 

riot quite correct since the sale was actually f or this land less and except
If 

the land sold to the Herndon Baptist Church on 26 September 1902 (K6/655); 

the net land sold was 12.56 acres. The deed (522/224) refers to this sale 

to the <llurch and states that the land sold &i8her was part of the 9 acre s 

sold Darlington by Downing. 
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IJ: O:l 1 January 1887 (5U/190) John P./Mary A. Soule of Boston, Mass. 

sold 0.5 acres to Martha B. lewis of lerndon for $25. 
') 

a: begin on the east line and 16 rods south of the County 

~ 
Road ler ndon to Ridge Rd 

b: ---(ba: S 300 W 8 rods along 'Ihornton line), 

c: ---(cb: N 81 1/20 W 10 rods), 

d: ---Cdc: N 300 E 8 rods), 
\ 
) 

a: ---(cd: S 81 1/20 E 10 rods), 

In the suit of the Commonwealth of Virginia against lewis and 

others, James M. Love was appointed commissioner to sell this 0.5 acres. 

Love sold the land to J.J. Darlington (no amount of money is mentioned in 

the deed), the Court approved the sale in O:.tober 1897 and Love conveyed 

the land to Darlington on 16 December 1897 (A6/92). No reason for the suit 

is given in A6/92 and the author has been too lazy to look into the Court 

records; a random assumption is that the suit resulted from failure to pay 

taxes or some other debt. 

For the history of the next 60 years of this land see 10. 
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IK: '!he Soules of Seattle, Washington, sold Lizzie Bowman of Herndon 

) 

1.5 acres for $60 on 7 December 1891 (R5/143). 

a: begin in the County Road leading to Dranesville, and at 

the easterly corner of J.P. Soule's'lot (known as the 

Renny lot), 

b: center of run coming from springs on Soule's and 

Mitchell's land (ba: with Soule S 17 1/20 W), 

c: elm tree where the run intersects with Sugarland Run 

(cb: with the run on a line marked by an oak and 

cedar) , 

d: County Road (de: N 17 1/20 E), 

a: beginning (ad: with Q)unty Road) 

1.5 acres* 

George/Elizabeth Bowman of Herndon needed to secure a debt of $100 

that they owed the American Home Building and Loan Association of Virginia 

(in Richmond); they accepted a lien on their land on 15 October 1894 

(R5/528) with the agreement that they would pay $1.70 each month (starting 

15 October 1894) until the loan was repaid and with the understanding that 

the loan had to be repaid within 84 months. B.B. Arnold and C.F. Russell 

were the trustees. The lien was released on 16 April 1901 (H6/10) but with 

* '!he accompanying figure clearly h as more corners than the metes and 
bounds suggest. Since these metes and bounds are vague, a search was made 
of present property lines; parcel 17-1-002-8 can be easily traced back to 
Lizzie Bowman and R5/143. Q)nsequently the present shape of this parcel is 
assumed to be that which Lizzie bought since there are no indications that 
it has changed shape, this leads to the "odd" shape in the figure. 
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a little twist - apparently the American Home Building and Loan Association 

had financial problems: on 11 April 1900 the "Circuit Court of the -\hUed 

States for. the Fastern District of Virginia in the cause of Van Wick Horton 

v. 	the American Home • • • [appointed] George J. Hooper and Otis H. Russell 

t .. receivers for the said American Home ••• and were by said decree 

directed ••• to collect the assets of the said Association." All of this 

meant that after the Bowman's had repaid their $100 (plus interest), Hooper 

and Russell, as receivers, and Arnold and Russell, as trustees, jointly 

released the lien. 

Lizzie died and left the land to her heirs - Susie 

(Bowman)/Clarence Eichelberger and Anna/James Wesley Fowler (2276/91). 

They sold these 1.5 acres to Nathan Glassman and Marvin Davis as trustees 

on 16 April 1963 (2276/91). The deed claims that Glassman and Davis are 

sold the land "in trust in fee simple but subject to the following uses and 

trusts;" the conditions are so broad that it appears that they have total 

authority to rent, sell, mortgage, divide or do whatever else they wish. 
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IL: (h 3 October 1892 (05/306) John Cridler of Herndon bought 1 acre 

of land from the Soules of Seattle, Washington for $75. 

a: begin at northeast corner of Templar Jackson's land, 


~ 
b: ---(ba: S 72 1/20 E 10 rods), 


c: railroad (cb: 	 S 17 1/20 W 17 1/4 rods), 

d: Jackson's land 	(de: with railroad N 450 W 10 rods), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: N 17 1/20 E 15 1/2 rods) 

1 acre 

Cridler also agreed not to construct any building on the land which would 

be used for a slaughter house. 

John W./Annie F. Cridler waited a while, but finally succumbed to 

the old ache and accepted a lien on their land on 13 May 1893 (05/320). 

This lien, with C.R. 	Bitzer as trustee, was organized to guarantee a debt 

of $200 payable in 2 	years to Benjamin Middleton. 

The reason no release 	is mentioned is because the Cridlers defaul­

ted. The land was advertised in the Fairfax Herald and sold on 6 March 

1897 in front of the 	Post (if ice in Herndon - well not quite. Ac. tually, 

there were no bidders so the sale was held again on 20 March 1897 when 

Wallace B. Smith bid $320 ($50 cash, $270 in 6 months) for the land. After 

.t:1rls little problem was resolved, C.R. Bitzer, trustee, legally transferred 

ownership of the land to Smith on 20 September 1897 (5Z/472). 
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Not to be outdone by others, Wallace B./Elenora Smith placed a 

lien on the land on 4 September 1899 (D6/297). with W. Floyd Middleton as 

trustee. They were trying to secure a debt of $160 (at 6% interest) due 

Benjamin Middleton in 1 year. The lien was released on 1 August 1900 

'F6/36). 

The Smiths then sold the 1 acre to Jessie Bauckman of Fairfax 

County on 15 June 1905 (6R/599); the price of $50 also included a separate 

2 acre parcel (see IT). 

) 
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IM: John W. Kephart of &rndon paid John P./Mary A. Soule of Seattle, 

$600 on 22 June 1892 (Q5/242) for a 9 acre 61 rod parcel of land. 

a: begin at a stake in the centre of a street and a corner 

to Jarrett lewis (westerly corner), 

b: stake and stones 55 feet from the center of the railroad 

track (ba: with street S 17 1/20 W 27 rods 13 links), 

c: stake and stones (cb: with railroad S 460 E 48 3/4 

rods) , 

d: stake in line of Wm. H. Jenkins (de: N 190 E with F.W. 

Mitchell 41 rods 15 links) 

a: beginning (ad: with Jenkins and lewis' line, 

N 62 1/20 W 44 rods 11 links) 

9 acres 61 rods = 9.38 acres 

John W./Oarrie A. Kephart owed Benjamin Middleton $417; they 

agreed on 15 October 1894 (5R/537) to repay this money in one year at 6% 

interest. C.R. Bitzer was appointed trustee and released the lien on 30 

March 1897 (Y5/655). 

The Kephart's apparently "liked" the idea of liens - they took 

another one on 1 March 1897 (Y5/656) in order to protect an "advance of 

. $400" from the Washington Nitional Building and loan Association of 

Washington, D.C.; the actual lien was for $800 - the Association apparently 

liked to have security for more than the debt. Josiah C. Stoddard and 

Addison G. DuBois acted as trustees. The COrporation COurt of Alexandria 

Virginia in the nsuit of Michael J. COlbert and others versus the said 
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Association" appointed Stoddard and Douglass Stuart receivers "with full 

power to collect all outstanding assets." These men released the li.en on 

14 July 1910 (G7/167). 
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1m1: John W./Carrie A. Kephart of Herndon sold one acre from their 9.4 

acres to William B. 

a: 

b: 

c: 

d: 

e: 

f: 

a: 

Kephart for $75 on 1 August 1896 (B6/263). 

begin at a stake in the center of the street (unnamed in 


the deed) and the western corner of Jarrett lewis, 


with lewis S 62 1/20 E 6 rods 10 feet, 


S 17 1/20 W 10 rods, 


at right angles to the left 3 1/4 feet, 


S 17 1/20 W 17 rods 12 feet, 


N 460 W 7 rods to the center of the street, 


with the street N 17 1/20 E 26 rods 14 1/2 feet to the 


beginning. 


1 acre more or less 
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Imla: W.H. Kephart of Herndon (presumably a bachelor since no wife is 

mentioned) sold part of this land to George/Emma Waters of Fairfax Q:>unty 

for $65 on 15 March 1902 (6K/462). 

a: 	 begin at a stake in the center of the street, the 

southwest corner of Jarrett lewis, 

b: 	 south wi th the street 177 feet to a stake and corner 

stone, 

c: 	 east 96 feet to a stake in J.W. Kephart, 

d: 	 north, with Kephart, 163 feet to Jarrett lewis, 

a: 	 west, with lewis, 96 feet to the beginning. 

(about) 0.33 acres 

F-50 




\ 

,,:::
 

(1
'\ 8 ... 

i=
 -

S 
I 




Im1b: Kephart then sold the rest of this land to Marion F. Snider of 

loudoun County for $450 on 5 March 1903 (P6/491). 

a: begin at a stake in the center of a street (unnamed) and 

the west corner to George Wa ter , 

b: southeast 100 feet to a stone, 

c: southwest 325 feet to a stake and a corner stone, 

d: northwest 98 feet to the middle of the street at a 

corner stone, 

a: 	 northeast with the center of the street 285 feet to the 

beginning. 

The deed also reserves a 12 foot strip across the end of the lot bordering 

the railroad as a passage for J. Wesley Kephart. Although no size 1s given 

in this deed, later deeds claim the parcel 1s 0.63 acres. 

(about) .63 acres 

F-52 




1m2: John W.f Carrie A. Kephart accept a lien on "a house and lot 

containing about 8 acres and all out buildings situated in the town~f 

Herndon, F~irfax COunty, Virginia, being the same now occupied by John W. 

Kephart as a residence" plus "one 25 HP engine 115988 manufac·tured by the 

~iser Mf g CO mounted on wheels and one portable saw mill with 50" incerted 

[sic] tooth saw and all appurtenances thereunto belonging." This lien was 

to serve as collateral for the $770 debt owed to "Geiser Mfg CO (Inc.)" of 

Waynesboro, Franklin COunty, Pennsylvania. The money was due in 3 

installments: $257 due 30 December 1898, $266 on 1 December 1899 and $257 

on l'December 1900. The lien, as with many liens, was not released until 

long after the debt was supposed to have been repaid - 28 March 1910 

(F7f179). John N. Garber acted as trustee. 
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Following the long human tradition of feeling guilty about not 

having a lien on ones land, the Kepharts immediately accepted anothex lien 

on these 8.4 acres on 24 March 1910 (F7/166). This lien, with Thomas R. 

Keith and W.A. Metzer, loudoun as trustees, was a multipurpo~e lien since 

-
1t was organized to protect the interests of five people: 
~ 

• 	 $1550 owed Arthur M. Olichester, Jr., guardian of A.M. 

Olichester III, 

• 	 $500 owed Mrs. Ethel Wester Chichester, 

• 	 $400 due Mrs. Sallie A. Piggott, 

• 	 $600 due Mr s. Malinda C. Dawley, 

• 	 $450 due Edward Nichols. 

All of these debts were to be repaid within 3 years with 6% interest. No 

release is annotated in the margin; since the land was sold with the lien 

being transferred to the buyer and since this little history can abdicate 

all responsibility for everything after 1900, no search was made for the 

release. 

On 12 September 1917 (F8/126) the Kepharts, of Washington, D.C., 

sold this 8.4 acres to Florence H. Ditzler "for $10" plus the assumption of 

the lien of F7/166. 

F-54 




a: begin at a stake in the center of a street, corner to 

Jarrett Lewis, 

b: with the street S 17 1/20 W 27 rods 13 links to a stake 

and stones 55 feet from the center of the,railroad, 

c: with the railroad S 460 E 48 3/4 rods to a stake and 

stones, 

d: N 190 E, with Mitchell, 41 rods 15 links to a stake, in 

W.R. Jenkins line, 

a: with Jenkins and Lewis N 62 1/20 W 44 rods 11 links to 

the beginning. 

8.4 acres 
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IN: On 4 July 1894* (R5/131) John P./Mary A. Soule of Seattle, sold 

1.5 acres to Daniel E. Fillingame of &rndon for $60. 

a: 	 begin in the centre of the COunty Road leading through 

&rndon and on to Ikane sville and at a point 19 rods 

from the northeast corner of land Soule sold to Charles 

W. Kitchen who then sold it to William H. Jenkins, 

b: 	 ---(ba: with COunty Road S 72 1/20 E 12 rods), 

c: 	 "the branch" (cb: S 17 1/2 WO 27 1/3 rods), 

d: 	 ---(de: N 72 1/20 W 6 3/4 rods), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: N 5 1/20 E 27 1/5 rods). 

1.5 acres 

D.E./Medora Fillingame waited a few Qonths and then placed a lien 

on their 1 1/2 acres on 15 October 1894 (R5/532) in order to secure a loan 

of $300 due the American Home Building and wan Association of Ricbnond, 

Va.; B.B. Arnold and C.F. Russell were appointed trustees. The lien is 

interesting because of a few of provisions: 

• The Fillingames were to pay $5.10 on the 15th of each month 

until the loan and interest (the rate of which is never specified) is 
,.

repaid; the loan needed to be repaid within 84 months, 

• Apparently dower rights still existed since the deed mentions 

Medora's dower right, 

* Notice again that in the "good old days" people were not adverse to ' 
working on holidays. 
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• if the Fillingames defaulted, the trustees would auction the 

land (or part of it) "after giving 5[1] days notice of the time and place 

of sale in some newspaper published in the CLty of Alexandria, VA. and 

public notice in Herndon. II 

• the termS of the auction were not unusual - sufficient cash to 

pay the costs of the auction and recording of the legal paperwork and a 5% 

commission for the trustees; the remaining money due was to be secured by a 

lien. 

On 1 June 1896 (5W/426) Daniel Edward/Catherine Medora Fillingame 

of Wiehle, Virginia, sold their 1 1/2 acres to Henry H. Garrett of Herndon 

for $300. Garrett agreed to assume the responsibility for the lien and to 

pay the Fillingames the difference of that amount and $300 in cash. 

As mentioned in IK the American Home Building and Loan Association 

apparently had financial problems. On 11 April 1900 George J. Hooper and 

Otis H. Russell were appointed receivers of the Association by the U.S. 

CLrcuit COurt; they along with B.B. Arnold and C.F. Russell, released the 

lien (after Garrett had repaid the loan) on 26 February 1901 (16/228). 

Not wanting to let things lie still, H.H. Garrett took out another 

lien on the land on 8 February 1900 (E6/254) in order to secure a $400 debt 

(due in 2 years at 6% interest) owed George Bell. George Bell, as his own 

trustee, released the lien on 10 October 1906 (V6/123). 

H.H. Garrett and wife sold this 1 1/2 acres to Lydia M. Kendrick 

on 10 October 1906 (6V/125). 

On 3 March 1909 (6V/591) Lydia M./George W. Kendrick placed a lien 

on this land (plus the 7.14 acres of IV) in order to secure 2 debts: 
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$1000 owed William F. Lynn and payable in two years and $1500 owed Anthony 

Debrell and payable in two years; Edwin E. Garrett was trustee of this 

lien. On 6 January 1910 (El/442) the Kendricks also placed another lien on 

their land to secure a $1000 debt owed the lDudoun Nitional J3ank of 

leesburg, VA.; Edwin H. Garrett was trustee in this instance also. 

Apparently all of this was too much for them for they defaulted on 

their liens. A public auction to sell this land was advertised in the 

Herndon Observor "for more than thirty days" as well as by "posters posted 

in different parts of Fairfax (bunty." At 2 p.m. on 10 June 1911 "in the 

town of Herndon in front of the post office," Garrett auctioned the land 

under the terms of 1/3 cash, 1/3 due in 1 year and 1/3 due in 2 years - the 

title of the land was to be retained (by Garrett I assume) until al~ of the 

money was paid; the buyer could pay the money early if desired. The 

lDudoun Bank bought the 3 parcels of land and paid the entire amount of the 

purchase price; however, before the deed transferring ownership of the land 

was recorded, the Bank "sold" the land to J.J. Iarlington "under a 

resolution of the Board of Directors of the said bank, passed on 29th day 

of September 1911 . . .. Iarlington paid $3950 for the land. William F." 
Lynn, President of the bank and Edwin Garrett officially transferred 

ownership of these parcels to Darlington on 29 September 1911 (lK/313). 
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10: en 3 April 1895 (5Z/434) John P./Mary A. Soule of Seattle, 

Washington, sold Dallas Jackson of Ierndon 2 acres of land for $65. 

a: begin at southeast corner of "Soule tract (so called)," 

b: --(ba: N 62 1/20 W 10 rods), 

c: --(cb: N 31 1/20 E 32 rods), 

d: --(dc: S 62 1/20 E 10 rods), 

a: beginning (ad: S 31 1/20 W 32 rods), 

2 acres. 

Dallas died still owning these two acres. Ie had a herd of heirs 

who sold the land to Clarence Jackson in three separate spurts - 2 April 

1930 (2435/379), 30 August 1963 (2435/383) and 14 June 1965 (2679/110). 

The list of heirs is so long that it will not be reiterated here, the 

interested person can refer to the 3 deeds (especially 2435/379) for a 

complete list. 
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IP: On 28 October 1895 (5V/187) John P./Mary A. Soule of Seattle, sold 

81.962 acres 

~ 

~ 

'\, 

to J.J. Darlington of Washington, D.C., for "$5". 

A: begin at a point in the middle of the County Road 

leading from Wiehle to Herndon, corner to Bowman, 

B: --(BA: with middle of road S 700 E 343.6 feet), 

C: point in middle of the road, corner to Soule (CB: S 810 

35' E 1219.8 feet), 

D: stake, corner to Martha Lewis (DC: S 310 12' W [passing 

through a stake on the side of the road] with Soule and 

same line continued with Martha Lewis 428.3 feet), 

E: stake, corner to Lewis and in line of Dr. Wiehle (ED: S 

810 E 165 feet), 

F: stake, corner Dallas Jackson (FE: with Wiehle S 310 18' 

W 1800.5 feet), 

G: point on east side of large rock, corner to Jackson 

(GF: with Jackson N 630 15' W 165 feet), 

H: stake in Jackson's line and on the north side of his 

outlet road (HG: S 310 15' W [bearing reversed] 517.6 

feet) , 

I: stake on the north boundary of the railroad land (IH: 

with north side of outlet road N 630 18' W 455.4 feet), 

J: stake, corner to Mitchell (JI: with north boundary of 

railroad, N 420 42' W 773.5 feet), 

K: fence post, corner to Mitchell and Soule (KJ: with 

Mitchell N 180 14' E 1171.8 feet), 
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L: 	 corner to Bowman in a branch (LK: with Soule N 170 3' E 

445 feet), 

M: 	 point in the branch (ML: with Bowman and the branch, N 

880 34' E 91.4 feet), 

N: 	 elm tree on bank of Sugarland Run (NM: N 660 50' E 79.1 

feet), 

A: 	 beginning (AN: N 250 43' E (bearing reversed) passing 

) 	 through a white oak stump on the side of the road, 302.6 

feet) 

81.962 acres 

) 

These metes and bounds are according to a survey conducted by J. Owens 

Berry and Company, Ashgrove, Virginia, on 19 October 1895. 

J.J. Darlington kept this land until his death and left it to his 

executor, the National Savings and !rust Company of Washington, D.C., in 

his will (WB9/353). The Company sold this land plus the 1/2 acre 

Darlington bought (indirectly) from Martha Lewis in 1897 (IJ) and the 1 

acre he bought from Soule in 1897 (IS) to Bert C. Sasher for $32,500 on 6 

June 1955 (1319/51). 

a: 	 begin at a pipe in the south line of Washington St, 

corner to Bowman, the pipe is 25 feet from the center of 

Washington, 

b: 	 with the south line of Washington, and 25 feet from its 

center S 690 36' 40" E 335.12 feet to a pipe, 
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c: with south line of Washington S 800 54' 50" E 1384.01 

feet to a pipe, corner to Bo~an, 

d: with Bowman S 310 18' 10" W 2201.89 feet to pipe, corner 

to Johnson, 

e: with Johnson N 630 32' 50" W 165 feet to pipe east side 

of large rock, 

f: with Johnson S 300 59' 10" W 517.24 feet to pipe and 

corner to I:Snna, 

g: with I:Snna N 630 21' 50" W 455.4 feet to pipe in north 

line of the W&OD railroad, 

h: with the north line of the railroad N 420 45' 50" W 

773.5 	feet to pipe, corner to Mitchell 

i: 	 with Mitchell N 180 31' E 1616.8 feet to pipe, corner 

Bowman and north bank of Sugarland Run, 

j: 	 with the Run N 850 31' E 91.4 feet to pipe, 

k: 	 N 710 00' 30" E 77 .63 feet to pipe, 

a: 	 N 270 51' E 281.66 feet to the beginning. 

82.61804 acres 

This land is identical to the previous figures except that the rectangle 

designated cde e; is now included with the other land. 
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IQ Joseph M. Rideout of Herndon bought 6 3/8 acres from the Soules of 

Seattle, for $159.38 on 30 April 1896 (SW/451). 

a: 	 begin in the center of the County Road, leading through 

Herndon and at the northeast corner of land Soule sold 

Charles W. Kitchen who sold it to William B. Jenkins, 

b: 	 land of D.E. Fillingame (ba: with center of County Road 

S 72 1/20 E 19 rods), 

c: 	 stake (cb: S 5 1/20 W with Fillingame 27 2/3 rods), 

d: 	 south corner of Fillingame (de: S 72 1/20 E 6 2/3 

rods) , 
) 

e: 	 land of F.W. Mitchell (ed: [1] 17 1/20 W 19 rods), 

f: 	 land of W.B. Jenkins (fe: N 62 1/20 W with Mitchell 

31.5 	rods), 

a: 	 beginning (af: with Jenkins N 17 1/20 E 42 rods) 

6 3/8 acres 
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Joseph M./Ida C. Rideout accepted a lien on their land on 1 August 

1896 (X5/93) in order to protect an "advance of $500" provided by th,e 

Washington National Building and Loan Association; Joseph C. Stoddard and 

Addison G. DuBois of Washington, D.C., acted as trustees • 'lhi s Associa tion. . , 

had, 	what appears to be, an expensive set of conditions on its "advances": 
~ 

• 	 dues of 60 cents per share per month (the advance constitued 

5 shares), 

• 	 interest of $0.50 per share per month, 

• 	 premium of $0.50 per share per month; this decreases by 10% 

each subsequent year, 

• default occurs with 6 consecutive months of non-payments • 

'lhis lien was released 27 February 1899 (6C/474). 

en 27 January 1899 (C6/237) Joseph M./Ida C. Rideout "of lakeland, 

Prince Georges County, Maryland (f ormerly of l:erndon) J If sold the 6 3/8 

acres to Horatio H. Moran of Herndon for $250; the sale was subject to the 

trust of X5/93. 

Horatio H./Anne B. Moran of Herndon, after repaying the Rideout 

inherited lien, decided to accept their own lien on 1 September 1900 

(F6/211) in order to secure a $1200 debt owed the Washington National 

Building and Loan Association; Joseph C. Stoddard and Addison G. 1A1Bois, as 

usual, served as trustees. The lien was released on 21 November 1902 

(L6/153). 

The Morans immediately upon having the earlier lien released (in 

fact, 2 days earlier on 19 November 1902) placed another lien (L6/121) on 

the land in order to secure a debt of $800 due Mrs. Charlotte Freer in one 

year; Edwin E. Garrett, as trustee, released the lien on 3 May 1906 

(1'6/658). 
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Also, on 3 May 1906 (T6/658) the Morans sold this land to HUgh B. 

HUtchinson for $2000. 
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IS: J. J. Darlington of Washington, D.C. bought many pieces of land 

from John P. and Mary A. Soule. (he of these purchases involved a one acre 

parcel sold Iff or $10" on 8 June 1897 (5Z/194). The land was described as 

the "acre of ground comprising the northea st corner of ••.• ' Soule tract" 

4Ud bounded by the centre of the County Road leading from Herndon to Wiehle 

or Dranesville on the north, the 0.5 acres Soule sold Martha lewis on the 

south, the lands of Dr. Max Wiehle on the east and the 1 acre the Soules 

already sold Darlington on the west.* 

a: 	 begin in the center of the County Road, opposite, and 15 

feet from, a white oak which stands on the original 

boundary of the Soule tract (so called) and Wiehle, 

b: 	 northeast corner of 1/2 acre sold M. lewis (ba: along 

Wiehle) , 

c: 	 land Soule sold Darlington (cb: along the northerly 

line of lewis), 

d: 	 center of County Road (dc: along northerly line of 

Darlington) 

a: 	 beginning (ad: along center of road), 

1.0 acre • 

. For 	the aging of this land see Section IP. 

* 	 The deed makes an interesting preamble to these metes and bounds: tI •• 

• the said tract of land being contained, approximately, if not exactly, 
within the following ••••" 
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IT: On 29 August 1899 (D6/330) John P./Mary A. Soule sold 2 5/8 acres 

of land to Wallace B. Smith of ~rndon. 

a: 	 begin at the northeast corner of the land,John Cridler 
-. 

sold 	Wallace B. Smith,!' 

b: 	 --(ba: S 72 1/20 E 18 rods 7 feet), 

c: 	 railroad (cb: S 17 1/20 W 25 rods, 9 feet), 

d: 	 Smith's land (de: with railroad N 450 W 20 rods 10 1/2 

feet), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: N 17 1/20 E 17 1/4 rods), 

2 5/8 acres. 

Wallace B./Elenora Smith of Herndon divided this land into two 

parcels: 

• On 19 March 1903 (6N/479) they sold 5/8 acres to William A. 

:Kephart of Herndon for $100. 

a: 	 begin at a point in the center of the Washington and 

Chio railroad, 

b: 	 --(ba: with railroad N 450 W 10 1/2 rods), 

c: 	 planted stone on north side of stream (cb: N 370 E 7 

1/3 rods), 

d: 	 --(de: S 680 E 8 rods), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: S 16 1/20 E 12 1/2 rods), 

5/8 acres. 
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• On 15 June 1905 (6R/599), the Smiths (now of Washington, 

D.C.) sold the remaining 2 acres to Jessie Bauckman of Fairfax County for 

$50. 

'!" 
a: 	 begin at northeast corner of the land Bitzer sold 

Wallace B. Smith (5Z/472), 

b: railroad land 	(ba: S 72 1/20 E 18 rods 7 feet), 

c: 	 to 5Z/472 land (cb: with railroad N 450 W 20 rods 10 

1/2 feet), 

a: 	 beginning (ac: N 17 1/20 E 17 1/4 rods). 
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IU: George L. Howard surveyed a 6 1/8 acre parcel on 8 October 1900; 

this survey was used in the sale of the land from John P./Mary A. SDule to 

Joseph J. Parlington on 30 November 1900 (F6/590). 

a: begin in the center of the COunty Road, corner to 

Jenkins, 15 feet west of Jenkins fence, 

b: --(ba: with Jenkins, S 190 W 32 1/2 rods), 

c: Darlington's land (cb: N 680 W 30 1/2 rods), 

d: center of COunty Road (dc: with Darlington N 220 E 32 

rods), 

a: beginning (ad: with COunty Road S 71 1/20 E 30 1/4 

rods), 

6 1/8 acres 

For the growing pains suffered by these 6.1 acres after Darlington's 

purchase see Section li2. 
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IV: Wallace B. Smith bought another 7.2 acres from John P./Mary A. 


Soule on 20 March 1903 (M6/233). 


a: 	 begin in the center of the County Road leading from 

Herndon to Dranesville and a corner to Gapt. H.H. 

Garrett, 

b: 	 George Bowman's land (ba: with road S 72 1/20 E 23 rods 

15 links), 

c: 	 Capt. Mitchell's land (cb: S 16 1/20 E with Bowman and 

Darlington 50 1/3 rods), 

d: 	 --(de: with Mitchell N 62 1/20 W 23 4/5 rods), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: N 160 W on line with Moran and Garrett 

46 	2/3 rods), 

7 acres 23 square rods = 7.14 acres. 

Wallace P. Smith and wife sold this land to l¥dia M. Kendrick on 9 

October 1906 (6V/126). 

On 3 March 1909 (6V/591) Lydia M./George W. Kendrick placed a lien 

on this land (plus the 1.5 acres of IN) in order to secure 2 debts: $1000 

owed William F. Lynn and payable in two years and $1500 owed Anthony 

Debrell and payable in two years; Edwin E. Garrett was trustee of this 

.lien. On 6 January 1910 (E7/442) the Kendricks also placed another lien on 

their land to secure a $1000 debt owed the Loudoun National Bank of 

Leesburg, VA.; Edwin H. Garrett was trustee in this instance also. 
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Apparently all of this was too much for them - they defaulted on 

their liens. A public auction to sell this land was advertised in the 

Herndon Cbservor ''f or more than thirty days" as well as by "posters posted 

in different parts of Fairfax Q:mnty." At 2 p.m. on 10 June,1911 "in the 

~own of &rndon in front of the post office," Garrett auctioned the land 

under the terms of 1/3 cash, 1/3 due in 1 year and 1/3 due in 2 year s - the 

title of the land was to be retained (by Garrett I assume) until all of the 

money was repaid; the buyer could pay the money early if desired. The 

Loudoun Bank bought the 3 parcels of land and paid the entire amount of the 

purchase price; however, before the deed transferring the ownership of the 

land was recorded, the Bank "sold" the land to J.J. Darlington "under a 

resolution of the Board of Directors of the said bank, passed on 29th day 

of September 1911 • • ••" Darlington paid $3950 f or the land. William F. 

Lynn, President of the bank and Edwin Garrett officially transferred 

ownership of these parcels to Darlington on 29 September 1911 (7K/313). 
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II. Ann G. Van Ibrn received (inherited) 189 acres from Nicholas 


Farr's estate in 1857. Since she is not listed among the heirs of Parr 


(see Fairfax G:>urt records for case "Final No. 30") possibly (a pure 


conjecture) the court records meant Nancy Van Ibrn who was an heir 

~resumably a daughter). This might make some sense since on 10 October 

1865 (F4/368) Benjamin T. Van Ibrn,* Jom T. DeBell and Thomas/Mary E. 

Veale of Fairfax G:>unty sold these 189 acres of land to Caleb D. Barker of 

Washington for $3000. 

Caleb apparently did not have $3000 to spare for he placed a lien 

on this 189 acres on 11 O:!tober 1865 (F4/244) in order to guarantee the 

debt of $2000 that he owed Van Ibrn, DeBell and Veale; Benjamin Caywood of 

Fairfax G:>unty acted as trustee and tried to insure that Caleb repaid $500 

on 11 January 1866, $750 on 11 October 1866 and $7,50 on 11 October 1867. 

No release has been located for this lien. 

Caleb D. Barker, now of New Orleans, louisiana, sold his land to 

his father, Jom H. Barker, of ~shington, D.C., for $100* on 29 April 1869 

(K4/44) • 

All illusions must some day come to an end; clearly the concept of 

lawyer infallibility is slowly but steadily crumbling! (Terrible!) ­

another error in the title (or instead of lawyer error is this a conspiracy 

on the part of lawyers to establish and support title insurance compa­

,n,ies?). OJ. 12 March 1872 (04/98) a deed was recorded which resulted from 

* Nancy Van Ibrn's husband was Benjamin - possibly this Benjamin wa s her 

husband or son and the Veales and De Bell were her heirs. 


* K4/44 calls the price $1 while 04/98 says $100 - the reader can select 
his own option. 

F-81 



the lawsuit of Thomas Veale et al v. C.D. Barker; the suit was brought to 

"stay and inform him [Barker] from cutting down and carrying off the wood 

in the property [of K4/44] ••• until he [Barker] had paid the full amount 

of the purchase money for the said property ••••"* During,this suit it 

~urned out that Caleb D. Barker could not produce "perfect title" to the 

land; since he had finally paid the entire purchase price, the <l>urt in its 

November 1871 term ordered M. Dulaney Bell, as <l>mmissioner of the Circuit 

<l>urt, to convey the land to Barker or his assigns to correct the title 

problem. Bell did this on 12 March 1872 (04/98) by conveying the land to 

J. H. Barker. 

*Thie may be a complicated way of saying that Barker never paid off his 
lien of F4/244 and the <l>urt ordered him to repay the loan and then by 
<l>urt order effectively released the lien. 
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IrA: John H. Barker of Washington sold 17.5 acres of his land to Curtis 

Burton of Fairfax COunty for $525 on 20 May 1871 (N4/129); the land ~s 

described as lying west of the Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire railroad. 

A: begin at planted stake in the center of an old road(?) 

and a corner to Farnham and TUdor, 

B: point 50 feet from the center of railroad* (BA: S 610 E 

107 poles), 

c: point 50 feet from the center of railroad* (CB: N 460 W 

220 poles along the railroad), 

A: beginning (5 32 1/20 E 122 poles) 

17.5 acres 

*Recall that the railroad right of way was 100' wide. 
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Since this land becomes co-mingled with the 149 acres Burton 

bought from David Farnham, the post-1871 history of this land will b:e 

described in section II of Chapter D. 

Before selling any more of this land, J.B. Barker of Fairfax 

Qounty placed a lien on 22 March 1872 (04/194) on the 167 1/2 acres* 

"excepting 20 acres not fenced near the said depot on the Washington and 

Ohio Railroad" in order to secure a debt of $350 due James Q.linn in one 

year. Thomas Moore of Fairfax County was the trustee and released the lien 

on 2 August 1887 (G5/123). 

Barker then took on a second lien - on 17 August 1875 (S4/461) ­

in order to protect David Barker from the possible loss of the $800 debt 

that J.B. promised to repay within 10 years. He accepted this lien on his 

167 1/2 acres, "reserving 20 acres to be cut off from the west end of the 

tract by a line so run as to exclude the dwelling house and other build­

ings, garden and appurtenance s f rom the 20 acre S" (i.e., the house wa s on 

the land on which the lien was placed). !he lien had the usual condition 

*If Barker bought 189 acres from his father and sold 17 1/2 acres to 
Burton, he should have had 171 1/2 acres left - where the other 4 acres 
went is not yet clear. The "easy" (and possibly even correct) answer is 
the railroad - in Chapter K, W3/52 (15 November 1854) relates how 10.42 
acres was "sold" to the Alexandria, loudoun and B!lmpshire railroad by Jane 
Farr (notice that 1854 was before the final division of Nicholas Farr' s 
estate). Since the railroad lies on the dividing line between Jane's 
inheritance (lot 2) and the western lot (Number 3) inherited by Ann Van 
~rn, it is possible that the dimensions and sizes given for these parcels 
include the railroad's land (not an unprecedented happenings) and that the 
railroad land was actually taken partly from both. "logically" the land 
would be divided in half - 5.1 acres from each; thi s leaves Van Ibrn with 
16 1/2 acres in lot 3 and Farr with 175.25 acres in lot 2, possibly the 
"logic" was slightly incorrect and 4.1 acres came from Ann Van Ibrn and 6.1 
from Jane (Farr) Burr. This leaves Jane (Farr) Burr with 174 salable 
acres; according to section I the subsequent sales of her land total 
precisely 174 acres - a large morale boost to this hypothesis. 
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that if Barker defaulted (if the interest, which was due annually, was over 

60 days late, the remaining principal became due immediately and def~ult 

occurred if it were not repaid then), 'lbomas Moore, as trustee, would 

advertize an auction for 4 weeks in a Fairfax County or A1.ex~ndria 

newspaper and then auction the land to the highest bidder. Moore released 
'!' 

the lien on 12 September 1889 (P5/219). 
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lIB: J.B. Barker subdivided part of his land into approximately 1/2 

acre parcels and went through the process of selling the se lot s* (al.1 of 
) 

the streets in this subdivision were made to be 40 feet wide). 

tots 1 and 2: 

J.B. Barker died (sometime before June 1894) still owning several 

of the lots of the Barker subdivision; as often seems to happen after a 

death of a person owning "valuable" land, a lawsuit follows in which the 

Court is required to decide who gets what piece(s) of land - the Barker 

family was no exception. 

J.H. Barker, Jr. brought suit against "Isaiah Bready [possibly, 

Barker Sr's executor] and others"; in June 1900 the Circuit Court of 

Fairfax County finally decided how to divide Barker's land, and on 26 

February 1901 (6G/356) approved the partition of the land to the heirs (why 

should a suit take 6 years to complete?). As part of the decree, Rachel G. 

Barker, Joseph's widow, agreed to relinquish all of her dower rights and to 

be treated exactly as the other "heirs at law" - that is, she, along with 

the other four heirs** at law, was to receive one fifth of the land (the 

commissioners of sale did indeed subdivide the land and assign the lots to 

* Almost all of the metes and bounds of the different lots are given in 
very general terms; for example: starting in center of Jefferson St. go 
east along center line of Jefferson to center of Jackson, thence with 
center line of Jackson north to Madison ••• ; consequently the description 
will not be given f or each lot unless there is something of special 
interest. '!be general description of each lot can be deduced from the 
above figure. 

** John H. Barker, Jr., Hannah T. Lapham, John McKean, William J. Barker. 
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the heirs "by casting lots)." 'lhomas Keith was appointed guardian for John 


McKean, Philip Barker and William J. Barker "the infant [i .e. under 21 


years of age] defendants." 
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Another provision of the decree was that "the north boundary of 

this tract is in disputer;] the broken line represents the old former line 

and the heaVY line represents the line claimed Yount." The accompanying 

deed (G6/356) actually transfering the ownership of the lands stated that 

'!The question of the disputed line between the lots of Barker and Yount is 

not to be affected by anything in this decree." 

As part of this decision the Court decreed that "the Mansion lbuse 

of the late J.R. Barker and the two acres connected therewith" [i.e. lots 

1, 2, 13 and 14] be sold privately or at public auction after advertising 

the sale for four consecutive weeks in a newspaper published in Fairfax 

County. The terms of sale were to be: 1/4 cash, 1/4 in 6, 12 and 18 

months, and that the title for the land was to be retained by commis­

sioners, P.B. Buell, B.A. Mankin, R. Bradshaw, E.D. Detwiler and W.D. 

Sweetzer, until all of the money was paid. 

Following the desires of the decree, Lewis R. Machen and R.W. 

Moore advertised an auction for 20 August 1900; J.R. Barker was the highest 

bidder, offering $900. The Court, during its October 1900 term, ordered 

Machen to transfer the title of the land to John R. Barker, but only after 

he had paid the entire $900; he did so and the deed was signed on 5 May 

1902 (K6/75). The land was described as being "Block A" of Barker's 

subdivision and containing 2 acres of land: 
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a: 	 begin at a point marked by a stone in the middle of 

Washington St at its intersection with MOnroe, 

b: 	 point in line with Adams St (ba: N 5 1/20 E on the west 

I ine of Monroe), 

c: 	 Q.lincy St (cb: east with center line of Adams») 

d: 	 Washington St (de: south with center line of Q.lincy), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: West) 

2 acres 

On 28 April 1905 (R6/429) John H./Dorothy M. Barker placed a lien 

on this land in order to guarantee a loan of $600 they owed w.e. Sullivan. 

They promised to pay $200 in 18, 30 and 42 months plus 6% interesq R. 

Walton Moore was the trustee. The lien was released on 5 June 1908 

(Z6/471). 

John 	sold the land to Dorothy on 27 May 1931 (X10/105). 

) 

) 
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lots 	3 and 4 

) 
J~H. Barker, Sr., of Herndon sold Block B (lots, 3, 4, 11 and 12) 

of his subdivision to Stephen Killam of &rndon for $200 on 18 July 1874 

{S4/252) • 

a: 	 the beginning of this block is slightly complicated: 

from a planted stone in the center of the Old County 

road [Elden St] being the original corner of four 

different tracts of land (i.e., present intersection of 

Elden and Monroe) go N 5 1/40 E 18 rods 4 links along 
) 

the original division line of Barker on the east. and 

land now or lately of Ancel St. John on the West [i.e., 

along Monroe St towards Madison] to a point opposite the 

center of Adams St; then go easterly at right angles 20 

feet to the center of the new County Road called Monroe 

St, 

b: 	 center of Quincy (ba: easterly along center of Adams 20 

rods) , 

c: 	 Jefferson (cb: northerly, at right angles, along center 

of Quincy 16 rods), 

d: 	 center of Monroe (dc: west at right angles, along 

center of Jefferson 20 rods), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: south, at right angles, along center of 

Monroe 	 16 rods) 

2 acres. 
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Killam placed a lien on these 2 acres on 9 May 1881 (5A/151) in 

order to protect a $500 debt owed George Bell in 6 months; Isaiah Bready 
, 
/ 

acted as trustee and released the lien on 24 March 1887 (G5/235) - more 

like 6 years than 6 months. 

Even before settling his lien, Stephen Killam sold these 2 acres 

to R.W. Blanchard of Herndon for $2500 (a 100 fold return!) on 1 January 

1883 (5F/187); the sale was subject to the lien of SA/151. 

Howard W./Susan K. Blanchard decided to follow Killam's lead and 

placed a lien on their land on 7 February 1894 (Q5/124) in order to secure 

a debt of $500 owed O.W. limtt in 1 year (at 6% interest). R.W. fuore was 

the friendly trustee who saw the lien released on 28 July 1898 (marginal 

note of Q5/124). 

Not to be stopped at one lien, the Blanchards placed another lien 

on their 	land on 3 May 1899 (C6/538) with O.E. Hine as trustee. lhis lien 

was to guarantee two debts: $100 owed Phoebe Sutton and $800 owed 

S. 	 Isabella Heffner. 

The lien of C6/538 was released on 1 June 1906 (V6/355) but with a 
) 

little more complexity than usual: 

• O.E. Bine had died and Alma De lano Bine, his executrix, had 

become trustee in his place, 

• Phoebe Sutton assigned her note to Malvina Roby (i.e., the 

~lanchards owed the money to Roby, not Sutton), 

• S. Isabella Haffner transferred her note to Martha L. 

Blanchard, 

• all 	debts have been paid. 

\ 
/ 
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Thus everyone gets into the act in releasing the lien - Alma, Malvina and 

Martha • 

On 1 June 1903 (6N/128) HOward W./Susan K. Blanchard sold lots 3 

and 12 to William J. Robey, Jr., of Ierndon for $2500. 

On 9 March 1916 (Z7/413) HOward W./Susan K. Blanchard sold lots 4 

and 11 to Walter S. Halliwell. 

Walter S./Anna B. Halliwell immediately (9 March 1916, Z7/441) 

placed a lien on this land in order to protect a debt of $2000 owed Howard 

Blanchard. The Halliwells agreed to repay $600 in 1 year, $700 in 2 and 

another $700 within 3 years, all with 6% interest. W.I. Roby acted as 

trustee; the lien was released on 21 March 1923 (C9/4) as part of a sale of 

this land to Roby. 

lot 5: 

On 18 June 1873 (Q4/16) J.R. Barker (called, in this deed, of 

Washington, D.C.) sold lots 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10 (i.e. all of Block D and 3 of 

the 4 lots of Block C) to .Amos Crounse of Ierndon for $150; these 5 lots 

constituted 2.5 acres. 

• Amos/Bella Crounse of Herndon sold lots 5, 6 [see lot 6 

below], 9 and 10 (i.e. the entire Block C) to Marion L. Pomeroy of Fort 

Dodge, Webster COunty, Iowa, for $1800 on 5 November 1883 (5E/19) and 

(5K/484*) • 

* The same deed is recorded in both of these deed book references - why, 
is not at all clear to this reasonably dull scribe. 

F-95 



Pomeroy placed a lien on lots 5, 6, 9 and 10 on 5 November 1883 

(5C/564) with Lyman D. Ballou and Isaiah Beady of furndon as trustee,s. The 

lien was intended to protect the $1175 debt owed Amos Crounse and which was 

promised to be repaid by 1 June 1884 with 6% interest. The lien was 

released on 10 May 1894 (Q5/468) - a mere 10 years af t.er the debt wa's 

originally promised to be repaid! 

Mar ion L. Pomeroy, widow, of Mer idan, New Ha.ven Co unty, Conn., 

sold these 4 lots to Sarah A. Wells of Herndon for $700 on 2 April 1894 

(5T/465). 

Sarah, a widow, then accepted two liens on this land: 

• 8 May 1895 (5T/467) in order to secure a $1000 debt owed Ruth 

Brewster Sherman within 7 years (with 6% interest); Franklin Sherman of 

Ashgrove, Fairfax County acted as trustee. The lien was released in 2 

parts: the northern half of these 4 lots on 2 February 1903 (L6/636) and 

the remainder of the 4 lots on 8 April 1905 (R6/336). 

• 8 November 1895 (X5/155) in order to secure a $100 debt due 

in 1 years (at 6% interest) to Ruth Sherman; Franklin Sherman, again, was 

trustee and released the lien on 8 April 1905 (R6/336). 

Sarah then sold the northern half of these four lots to Columbus 

D. Choate of Herndon on 5 December 1902 (6L/229) for $1300 plus the 

assumption of the 2 above liens. 

(hce free of these liens, Sarah decided to try the same technique 

again: first she placed a lien on the south half of these 4 lots on 20 

February 1903 (6L/637) in order to secure Benjamin Middleton for a $300 

debt she owed. She promised to repay within 3 years with an interest of 

6%. Second she sold this land to Choate for $260 plus the assumption of 
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the lien on 29 March 1904 (P6/357). The lien was finally released on 21 

January 1918 (G8/431). 

.. 
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Lot 6: 

J~R. Barker of Washington, D.C. sold lot 6 (1/2 acre) to William 

J. Roby of "l:erndon Station" for $50 on 6 l'bvember 1872 (P4/70). 'lhe metes 

4nd bounds of this 1/2 acre are simply the 8 x 10 rod description gleaned 

from the above figure except that Madison is called '!hird Street. '!he land 

is said to be "now occupied by William J. Roby.n 

William J ./Mary E. Roby sold this 1/2 acre to Amos Crounse of 

l:erndon for $1100 on 29 November 1872 (P4/64) - a 22 fold increase in price 

in less than 1 month! 

Amos/Bella Crounse of Herndon sold lots 5, 6, 9 and 10 (i.e. the 

entire Block C) to Marion L. Pomeroy of Fort Dodge, Webster County,. Iowa, 

for $1800 on 5 November 1883 (5E/19) and )5K/484). 

See lot 5 for the further fun details of the history of lot 6. 

Lot 7: 

On 18 June 1873 (Q4/16) J.R. Barker (called, in this deed, of 

Washington, D.C.) sold lots 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10 (i.e. all of Block D and 3 of 

the 4 lots of Block C) to Amos Crounse of Herndon for $150; these 5 lots 

constituted 2.5 acres. 

Nellie G. Crounse bought lots 7, 8, 21 and 22 from Amos Crounse of 

Herndon for "$10" on 12 April 1905 (R6/342). '!he deed stipulated that the 

"streets or parts thereof to be always kept unobstructed for use as 

streets." '!his deed was "set aside by the decree of the Circuit Court 

• • • in the suit • • • wherein Bella Crounse is complainant and Amos 

Crounse is defendant" (7E/528). 
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Although only inferred, it is possible that Nellie was Amos' 

second wife - according to 7E/528 (4 January 1910) Amos and Nellie G. 

Crounse sold Bella Crounse lots 7, 8, 21 and 22 for $5 "and the release and 

discharge by said Bella Crounse of all her right, title, claim, against the 

~id Amos Crounse, for alimony and support, past, present or future and 

dower ••• now or after [his) death. •• Possibly Amos and Bella• " 
obtained a divorce and Amos "sold" the land to his new wife, Nellie, to 

keep it away from Bella as far as alimony was concerned, but Bella went to 

court and outflanked this maneuver. 

lot 8: 

See lot 7 

lot 9: 

See lot 5 

lot 10: 

See lot 5 

lot 11: 

See lots 3 and 4 
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lot 12: 

See lots 3 and 4 

tot 13: 

See lots 1 and 2 

lot 14: 

See lots 1 and 2 

lot 15: 

As part of the decree dividing J.H. Barker's land (see the 

discussion of lots 1 and 2), Mrs. Hannah T. Lapham was given lots 15, 16, 

27, 28; they were described as being the following 2.924 acres: 

a: begin at a point in the middle of the Ridge lbad and in 

the middle of ~incy Street, 

b: middle of Adams St (ba: with the middle of ~incy 

Street N 80 45'E [all bearings are calculated from 

point a] 358 feet), 

c: middle of Jackson Street (cb: with the middle of Adams 

Street S 800 45' E 330 feet), 
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) 
{ 

d: 

a: 

middle of the Ridge Road [Elden St] (dc: with the 

middle of Jackson Street S 80 45' W 414.1 feet), ;. 

beginning (ad: with the middle of Ridge Road N 710 

W 335.3 feet) 

2.924 acres. 

06' 

Mrs. Hannah T. Iapham sold these 2.924 acres to J.H. Barker [Jr.] 

on 20 April 1901 (6K/7). John H. Barker then sold this land to Dorothy M. 

Barker on 27 May 1931 (XI0/I05). 

.) lot 16: 

See lot 15 

lot 17: 

Theodore Oliver of Fairfax County bought lots 17 and 26 from J. R. 

Barker, of Washington, D.C. for $100 on 15 June 1872 (X4/283). According 

to the deed this 1 acre was now in the "quiet and peaceful possession of" 

Oliver. 

Things were so quiet that Theodore kept the land until he died. 

After his death, in the suit of Mary A. Ryon et al v. Ethyl S. Oliver et al 

the Court appointed John W. Rust special commissioner in January 1928. 

Rust was directed to sell the land at a private or public sale; he 

advertised an auction and sold the land at the Fairfax Courthouse at 1100 

on 12 March 1928. Harold M. Lee bought the land for $1575: $525 cash, $525 

F-I0l 



due in 6 months and $525 due in 12 months. The Court confirmed the sale in 

March 1928, Lee paid the entire $1575 and Rust conveyed the land to -Lee on 

18 April 1929 (LI0/528). 

-
~t 18: 

J.B. Barker "of Herndon" sold 1 acre of land (lots 18 and 25) to 

Dennis Corkery of Herndon for $100 on 1 March 1878 (B5/273). Presumably 

the comment that "this deed is given by request in place of a deed taken 

up, heretofore given to one Michael Mullens, and had not been recorded" 

means that Barker originally sold the land to Mullens but the deal never 

was completed so Barker then sold the land to Corkery. 

Dennis, of Herndon, followed the age old tradition of liens and 

accepted one on 5 January 1888 (G5/403) in order to pacify Benjamin 

Middleton that his $150 debt would be repaid within 1 year; Charles R. 

Bitzer, trustee, released the lien on 3 November 1900 (G6/47). 

Dennis died as did his wife (her name is not given in any of the 

deeds) and left lots 18, 19, 24 and 25 to his heirs: Mary E. Lanaham (wife 

of Edward), Johanna Short (wife of John) and catherine Corkey, all of 

Washington, D.C. On 30 March 1901 (6G/564), Mary and Johanna sold their 

interest in this land to catherine. 
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lot 19: 

Dennis COrkery of Herndon also bought lots 19 and 24 of Block F 

from J.B. Barker; this sale cost COrkery $100 and occurred on 13 November 

{875 (T4/ 141). 

Dennis and his wife Ellen then placed a lien on this land on 5 

January 1888 (SG/403) in order to secure a debt of $150 they owed Benjamin 

Middleton; they promised to pay the money within 1 year and Charles R. 

Bitzer was appointed trustee to watch over this. The signature of this 

lien is interesting: 

} 

his 

rennis X COrkery 

mark 

her 

Ellen X Corkery 

mark 

Dennis, Ellen and COrkery are in script - does "his mark" suggest 

illiteracy or .1 lhe lien was released on 3 November 1900 (G6/47). 

Dennis died, as did his wife (her name is not given in any of the 

deeds), and left lots 18, 19, 24 and 25 to his heirs: Mary E. Lanaham 

(wife of Edward), Johanna Short (wife of John) and Catherine COrkey, all of 

Washington, D.C. On 30 March 1901 (6G/564), Mary and Johanna sold their 

interest in this land to Catherine. 
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Catherine Corkery of Washington, D.C. sold this one acre of land 

to Margaret R. Osgood of Washington, D.C. "for $10" on 25 April 1901 

(W6/535) • 

-
lot 20: 
~ 

Charles Ki tchen of Fairfax County bought lots 20, 21, 22 and 23 

from John H. Barker of Fairfax County for $200 on 15 September 1874 

(V4/481) • 

These 2 acres were sold by Cl"larles W./Harriet A. Kitchen of 

Washington, D.C. to James Quinn of Herndon on 24 January 1878 (V4/482)* for 

$525. The deed contained the restriction that the "streets in this convey­

ance always to be left unobstructed as streets laid out according" to 

Barker's plan. 

On 23 September 1901 (16/23) James Quinn of Herndon sold lots 20 

and 23 to Thomas A. Tlppett, also of Herndon, for $1 plus "services already 

rendered and services to be rendered as follows that ••• [Tippett] 

solemnly agrees to keep, maintain, [feed?], board, cloth, shelter and feed 

during his natural life or at or before death pay all bills accruing by 

reason of sickness or otherwise and further that he Will, at his own 

expense give decent burial to ••• [Quinn] and any failure on the part of 

said Tlppett ••• renders this conveyance null and void and the same [i.e. 

land] shall revest to said James Q.1inn." This interesting deed was Signed 

* This deed is also recorded (with the same date, information, etc) in 
5G/295. 
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his 

James x Q,1inn 

mark 

~. L. Detwiler 

E.L. Roby witnesses to signature 

Apparently, Quinn was not healthy enough to sign himself, so he 


made a mark and Detwiler and Roby verified that he actually did sign. 


Lot 21: 

Charles Kitchen of Fairfax COunty bought lots 20, 21, 22 and 23 

from John H. Barker of Fairfax COunty for $200 on 15 September 1874 

(V4/481). 

These 2 acres were sold by Charles W./ Harriet A. Kitchen of 

Washington, D.C. to James Q,1inn of lerndon on 24 January 1878 (V4/482)* for 

$525. '!he deed contained the restriction that the "streets in this convey­

ance always to be left unobstructed as streets laid out according" to 

Barker's plan. 

On 28 January 1899 (16/60) James Quinn sold lots 21 and 22 to Amos 

. crounse. 

Nellie G. Crounse bought lots 7, 8, 21 and 22 from It:aos Crounse of 

Herndon for "$10" on 12 April 1905 (R6/342). The deed stipulated that the 

* This deed is also recorded (with the same date, information, etc) in 

5G/295. 
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"streets or parts thereof to be always kept unobstructed for use as 

streets." 'Ihis deed was "set aside by the decree of the Circuit Q:)urt ••• 

in the suit ••• wherein Bella Crounse is complainant and Amos Crounse is 

defendent" (7E/528). 

Although only inferred, it is possible that Nellie was Amos" 

second wife - according to 7E/528 (4 January 1910) Amos and Nellie G. 

Crounse sold Bella Crounse lots 7, 8, 21 and 22 for "$5 "and the release 

and discharge by said Bella Crounse of all her right, title, claim, against 

the said Amos Crounse, for alimony and support, past, present or future and 

dower ••• now or af ter [hi s] dea t h ...." Possibly Amos and Bella obtained 

a divorce and Amos "sold" the land to his new wife, Nellie, to keep it away 

from .Bella as far as alimony was concerned, but .Bella went to court and 

outflanked this maneuver. 

lot 22: 

See lot 21 

lot 23: 

See lot 20 

lot 24: 

See lot 19 
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Lot 	25: 

See lot 18 

lot 26:.. 

See 	lot 17 

Lot 27: 

See lot 15 

Lot 28: 

See lot 15 

L:>t 29: 

J.R. Barker of Herndon sold Martha E. L:>we of Fairfax O:>unty 

approximately 0.75 acre of land for $100 on 31 December 1877 (A5/6). The 

metes and bounds are given as: 

a: 	 begin in the center of the highway from Herndon to 

Sugarland Run, 

b: 	 northerly along the east side of Jackson Street and to 

the corner of the half lot which is bounded by Jackson 

St and Adams St, 
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c: east with 1/2 lot to center of square I, about 10 rods, 

d: south, parallel with Jackson to center of highway, 
-' 

a: west along highway to beginning 

0.75 acres 

This particular parcel, like most things and people in Herndon, 

has to attempt to establish its own place in the spirit of those who care 

about whatever there is to care about. This land tries to embed itself 

into posterity by creating amazement and confusion about just exactly what 

parcel this parcel is. The first step in this plot was to cloak itself 

with vague metes and bounds; this, of course, is a well-known (and used) 

technique. 1h add some originality, this parcel insures that it gets sold 

and that the deed of sale is explicitly clear that the land is identical to 

Martha Lowe's purchase of Barker but both the metes and bounds and size are 

different: 

a: begin on the county road from Herndon to Sugar land Run 

b: stake (ba: with Jackson St N 8 1/20 E 6 poles), 

c: stake (cb: S 82 1/40 E 10 poles), 

d: county road (dc: S 8 1/20 W 17 poles 11 links), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: with road 10 poles, 10 links) 

1 acre 10 poles = 1.06 acres 

This sale occurred on 13 May 1878 (A5/7) when Martha sold the land 

to Henry Simms of Herndon Station for $75. Thus the size of the land 

increased from 0.75 to 1.06 acres and the price goes down by 25%! This, by 
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itself, is explainable as a mere oversight during the first survey, a not 

unique experience. However, this little parcel is more subtle then ..that: 

in both deeds it is referred to as lot 29 of J.R. Barker's subdivision. 

Find, except that according to Ibpkins 1979 atlas and Barker~s heirs plat 

of this land (G6/349ff) lot 29 is about 1/2 acre and the metes and bounds 
~ 

given in A5/6 and A5/7 cover the area supposedly of lots 29 and 30! 

Apparently lot 30 has been shuffled into the background and relegated to 

obscurity.
) 

'!he assumption will be made that the deeds actually meant to say 

lots 29 and 30 and that the description of A5/7, with more specific metes 

and bounds, is more nearly correct than A5/6. '!his latter assumption is 

supported by the 1951 sale (see below) which uses the A5/7 description. 

On 5 December 1891 (5L/549) Sims recorded the following declara­

tion: "by and between Henry Sims of County of Fairfax, in State of Virgi­

nia, who doth hereby declare his intention as a householder and head of a 

family, to claim the full benefit of a "Homestead" under Article XI, of the 

Constitution of Virginia, and of the act of the General Assembly of 

Virginia, passed June 27th 1890, relating thereto; the same to be exempt 

from Levy, Seizure, Gameskeeping, or Sale, in the following property, viz. 
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House 	and Lot of one acre of land 

situates 	in the Village of $ l- c 

Herndon; 	 the Valuation of the same $500 I 00 

Set of Blacksmi th tools 	 20 00 

~ 	
(he Horse 25 00 

Household furniture 25 00 

Two hogs 20 00 

$590 I 	 00 

(h 20 	May 1903 (N6/254) Henry/Anna Simms of Herndon sold 5115• 

square feet of 	this land to Thomas J. Moffet, Wesley Kephart and Chrtis E • 
. ) 

Greslam, 	trustees of the Herndon Baptist Church. 

a: 	 begin at the northwest corner of Henry Simms, in the 

center of Jackson St, 

b: 	 S 75 1/20 E 165 feet, 

c: S SO 	 W 31 feet, 

d: 	 N 71 1/20 W 165 feet to the center of Jackson, 

a: 	 with Jackson N SO E 31 feet to the beginning 

5115 square feet. 

The land was sold "in trust, nevertheless, for the said Herndon 

Baptist Church ••• forever and to convey same and any part or parts 

thereof from time to time as the Herndon Baptist Church, its successors or 

assigns may direct." 
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On 11 April 1951 the Fairfax Circuit Court, in T.E. Reed v. I:2nry 

Sims et aI, appointed Robert C. Lowe as special commissioner of sale and 

) 	 ordered him to sell, at public auction, Sims land for 10% cash and 90% (of 

the sale price) in 90 days. Lowe advertised in the I:2rndon Sun for 4 

weeks, held the auction at 1100 on 25 May 1951 and sold the land to 

David/leusie Carrel Costa for $3600. '!he Q)urt ratif ied the sale on 16 

June 1951 and lewe conveyed the land on 30 June 1951 (904/471). Since Sims 

was dead, Lowe was actually sellng for Sims' heirs. '!he land (still called 

lot 29) sold was Sims purchase of lewe (A5/7) less the land sold the 

Baptist Olurch (N6/254); the metes and bounds (and size) are the same as 

those in A5/7. 

let 30: 

See lot 29. 

let 31: 

As part of the decree dividing John H. Barker, Sr's. land amongst 

his heirs (see the discussion on lots 1 and 2). the heirs of Caleb D. 

Barker received 3.006 acres. This land consisted of lots 31. 32. 33. 40. 

41 and 42. 
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a: begin in the middle of Jefferson St and Jackson St, 

b: --(ba: with the middle of Jackson, S 80 45' W 3~6.8 

feet) , 

c: middle of Van Buren (cb: S 800 45' E 330,feet), 

d: middle of Jefferson St (de: with the middle of Van 

Buren N 80 45' E 396.8 feet) 

a: beginning (ad: with middle of Jefferson St N 800 45' W 

330 feet) 

3.006 acres 

In its August 1901 session, the Circuit Cburt agreed to the sale 

of these 3 acres to Charles F. Ctmmins of &rndon for $230; R.C.L. Moncure 

was appointed a commissioner in the suit of C.S. Moncure, guardian, vs 

Barker et. ale and was ordered to sell the land to Cumminsj he did so on 28 

September 1901 (16/6). 

The Cummins (Charles F. and Edith S.) of &rndon decided to 

separate the land and to perform a series of operations on lots 32, 33, 40 

and 41: 

• On 2 January 1904 (P6/295) they placed a lien on part of 

their land in order to protect Ben Middleton from loss of a $300 debt due 

in 2 years with 6% interest. W.F. Middleton, trustee, released the lien on 

.~·5 April 1918 (marginal note of P6/295): 
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a: begin at Adams and Jackson, 

b: north 224.8 feet along Jackson, 

c: east along Jefferson 290 feet to Van Buren, 

d: south 224.8 feet to Adams, 

a: west 29[0] feet to the beginning. 

1.5 acres = 65,192 square feet 

• The Cummins accepted a second lien on this same property on 

17 August 1907 (6X/397). W.F. Middleon and W.1. Roby Were the trustees and 

had the honor of protecting the $300 debt owed Ben Middleton; they also 

released this lien on 18 April 1918 (marginal note X6/397). The metes and 

bounds of this land is identical to P6/295 except for the comment that the 

boundary moves north along Jackson 284.8 feet to Jefferson; clearly this is 

an error, since the total size of the land is explicitly given as 65, 153.3 

square feet which is inconsistent with 284.8 feet. Also, hopefully, 

Jefferson did not move 60 feet in 3 years! (I have heard of continental 

drift, but not the Herndon drift). 

They finally sold these 4 lots to Frank Ibddleson on 2 January 

1909 (B7/319) for $800 plus the assumption of their two liens. This sale 

is"conf using" f or two simple rea'sons: 

• The metes and bounds are given as: 
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a: 

b: 

c: 

d: 

a: 

begin at Jefferson and Jackson Streets, 

with the middle of Jackson S 80 45' W 264.8 fee t .to 

Adams, 

with the center line of Adams S 800 45', E, 330 feet to 

Van Buren, 

wi th the center line of Van Buren N 80 45' E 264.8 feet 

to Jefferson, 

with the center line of Jefferson N 800 45' W 330 feet 

to the beginning. 

2.006 acres 

These dimensions are clearly different for those given in the two liens. 

The easy answer is to notice that all of the distances differ by 40 feet. 

Fbssibly the liens' metes and bounds were from the edge of one street to 

the edge of another; if the roads were 40 feet wide, the use of from center 

to center of B7/319 would account for the "extra" 40 feet. 

• B7/319 states that the land is "the same land conveyed to 

[Cummins] ••• by R.C.L. Moncure, Commissioner of Deed dated September 28 

1901 ••• 16/6 • ". .. This is clearly in error since 16/6 has 3 acre s 

and includes lots 31 and 42. 

lot 32: 

" } 

See lot 31. 
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L::>t 33: 

See lot 31. 

fOt 34: 

J. H. Barker of Herndon sold lots 34, 35, 38 and 39 (1.e. Block L)* 

to Edwin B. Blanchard of Herndon for $200 on 28 July 1887 (G5/124). '!he 

deed states that Blanchard must relinquish land to the Town for the streets 

laid out in the subdivision when and 'if the Town decides to build the 

streets. Edwin B. Blanchard died on 30 January 1888 and left this land to 

his heirs - Harry C. Blanchard of Rapid City, Pennsylvania County, South 

Dakota, Martha A. Barrows of Washington, D.C. and Anabella J./George L. 

Howard of Washington. They sold Block L* to Howard W. Blanchard for $200 

on 16 January 1894 (5Z/610). 

Howard W./Susan K. Blanchard sold lots 34 and 39 (1.0 acres) to 

Thomas A. Van Deusen, &nest L. HoWard and Jacob D. Cook as trustees for 

the Congregational Church of Herndon for $100 on 13 July 1903 (P6/163). 

(h 20 August 1917 (F8/18) W.M. McN1.ir, C.M. Burton and David Shaw, 

as trustees of the Olurch, sold this land to Mary A. Ellis for $2000. 

* Actually G5/124 and 5Z/610 call lots 34, 35, 38 and 39 lot F not lot 
L. This error is not corrected in the deeds until 14 August 1950 
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Lot 35: 

Lot 35's engrossing history is identical (do parcels of land have 

individual and distinctive characters?) to that of lot 34 though Howard 

Blanchard's purchase from the other heirs of Edwin Bla.nchard. 

Boward, unlike for lots 34 and 39, kept lots 35 and 38 until his 

death; his will (dated 10 July 1916 and recorded in WB15/388 and WB21/160) 

left all of his land to his wife Susan for her life and then instructed 

that the land go to his children. This last provision was never invoked 

since Susan died before Howard. Once Howard died, all of his heirs, 

William S./Marion S. Blanchard, Edwin C./Vera W. Blanchard, Martha L. 

Blanchard (unmarried) and Mabel E. Blanchard (nee Blanchard) sold lots 35 

and 38 to Elridge W./Margaret L. Roberts "for $10" on 14 August 1950 

(795/455). William and Edwin acted as their father's executors. 

Lot 36: 

Enoch M. Lowe of Fairfax (hunty bought, for $50, lot 36 square M, 

from J.h. Barker of Herndon on 27 April 1878 (X4/129). 

Apparently they did not want the land, nor did they want the 

money, for on 27 September 1878 (X4/121) E.M./Martha E. Lowe of Fairfax 

County sold lot 36 to &rrison J. Morten, "formerly of Fairfax (hunty now 

of Boston, Mass." for $25 (deflation!). The caveat that the streets are to 

remain public streets without any obstructions was also carried along in 

the deed. 
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As all sons are (by definition) Harrison was devoted to his 

mother; so much so in fact that on 5 September 1882 (C5/50) "for love of 

Eliza Morten, his mother, and $1," he sold lot 36 to Eliza. 

The feeling was not obviously family wide - on 18 August 1885, 

~nry/Ann M. Simms, Dallas/Rachel Jackson, Stephen/Anne Morton and 

Wilson/Frances Ferrell all of Fairfax COunty (presumably Eliza's heirs) 

sold lot 36 back to Harrison J. Morton for $5 (a 400% increase in 

price!). The proviso about keeping the streets unobstructed was again in 

the deed. 

Harrison died and left lot 36 to Kenny H. Morten (WB21/481); 

Kenny, unmarried, sold the land to Edmond C./Grace Jenkins on 19 September 

1958 (1696/175). 

IDt 37: 

John H. must have married in mid-1887 for on 10 October 1887 

(B6/345) when he sold lot 37 to Harrison J. MOrton for $50 his wife, Rachel 

G., for the first time, was mentioned in and signed the deed of sale. 

Harrison J./Mary F. Morten sold part of this land to Curtis D. 

Morten on 14 April 1934 (394/295): 

) 
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a: begin at "A", in the center line of Madison St, the 

south boundary of lot 37, 

b: with the center line of Madison, S 780 31' E 105.3 feet 

to B (original corner of lot 37), 

c: wi th original east line of lot 37 Iii 110 29' E 126 feet 

to C, the northeast corner of lot 37 (passing over an 

iron marker at 20 feet from B.), 

d: with the north line of lot 37 N 780 31' W 105.3 feet to 

liD," an iron marker, 

e: with a new division line S 110 29' W 106 feet to an iron 

marker in the north line of Madison and then 20 feet 

more to the beginning. 

13, 230 square fee t 

Harrison died and left (WB21/481) the remaining land to Kenny 

Morten who sold it (along with all of lot 36) to Edmon C./Grace Jenkins on 

19 September 1958 (1696/175). 

lot 38: 

See lot 35. 

lot 39: 

See lot 34. 

) 
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lot 	40: 

i. 	 See lot 31 

li>t 41: 

See lot 31. 

lot 42: 

See lot 31. 

lots 	43-60: 

This land was never really sold as separate lots, but rather was 

realigned into large pieces and divided amongst J.H. Barker's heirs in 1900 

(see description of the relevant court case under lots 1 and 2). 

a: 	 lots 43, 44, parts of 45, 46, 59, 60 and part of 

adjacent land; 

As part of the decree of June 1900 dividing J.H. Barker's land 

amongst his heirs (see the discussion of lots 1 and 2), Mrs. Rachel G. 

Barker (John H.'s widow) received 5.757 acres: 
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a: begin at a point in the middle of Ridge Road. a corner 

to Simms.) 

b: 	 line of C.D. Barker's heirs (ba: with Simms N 80 45' E 

310.2 	fee t) • 

c: 	 middle of Van Buren Street (cb: with Caleb D. Barker's 

heirs S 800 45' E 165 feet). 

d: 	 middle of a short street (called "Barker Place") (de: 

with the middle of Van Buren S 80 45' W 132 feet). 

e: 	 line of Darlington (ed: with middle of Barker Place and 

the same line extended S 800 45' E 730.8 feet). 

f: 	 middle of Ridge Road (fe: with Darlington S 70 40' W ­

passing through a stake at 315.3 feet - 331.8 feet), 

a: 	 beginning (af: with the middle of Ridge Road N 710 06' 

W 916.4 feet) 

5.757 	acres. 

) 	 looking at the figures representing Barker's subdivision it• 
is clear that Rachel actually bought 3 lots, each separated by streets ­

Van Buren and Grant. Rachel G. Barker. widow, of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, sold two of these parcels of land to Charles F. Cummins of 

Herndon for $25 on 1 November 1901 (J6/65). '!he first lot was bounded on 

the West by Simms, on the north by C.D. Barker's heirs, on the east by Van 

Buren 	and on the South by Ridge Road - this is, lots 43 and 44 or the 

westerly parcel of the 3 parcels she received. '!he second lot was bounded 

on the West by Van Buren. on the N:>rth by Barker Place. on the Fast by 

Grant 	and on the South by Ridge Road - parts of lots 45. 46, 59 and 60 and 

the middle of her three parcels. 
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The CUmmins sold lots 43 and 44 to Joseph J. Darlington on 21 

January 1904 (06/504) "for $10". 

Charles F./Edith S. CUmmins then sold lots 45, 46, 59 and 60 to 

B.B. Detwiler for $150 on 23 November 1904 (R6/48). B.B./Roberta L. 

Detwiler of lErndon then sold the land to Elma Chamblin also of herndon for 

$300 on 21 June 1909 (D7/268). Finally, Elma/Robert L. Chamblin sold this 

land to Albert S. Bates of lErndon for $2900 on 28 October 1913 (7R/229). 

• Rachel G. Barker of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, sold the 

remaining 2 1/2 acres (i.e. the easterly most of the 3 lots) to John H. 

Barker for $125 on 7 June 1902 (6K/39). 

J.H./Dorothy M. Barker placed a lien on this land (as well as the 

8.25 acres they had received as part of the estate - see IIC) on 28 

November 1905 (S6/575) in order to secure a loan of $500 (at 6% interest) 

which they owed Mary A. Vandersloot; Ernest L. Roby of lErndon served as 

trustee. The lien was released on 14 May 1908 (Z6/239). 

'lhey then sold this land to 'lhoams Reed on 13 May 1908 (Z6/355) 

for $100 (the sale included the 8.2 acres also). 

b: Lots 47-58 and parts of 45. 46, 59 and 60 

As part of the June 1900 decree, John McKean was awarded 6.936 

acres of land: 
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A: begin at the middle of Van Buren St and in the middle of 

a short street (called "Barker Place") j 

B: middle of GrantSt (BA: with middle of Barker Place, S 

800 45' E 330 feet), 

C: line of Yount (CB: with middle of Grant N 80 45' E 

914 • 3 f ee t ) J 

D: middle of Van Buren (DC: with Yount N 800 17' W 330 

feet) J 

A: beginning (AD: with middle of Van Buren S 80 45' W 

916.9 feet) 

6.936 acres 

OJ. 19 May 1908 (Z6/658) John B./Mary E. McKean sold this land to 

H.W. 	 Blanchard. 

H.W./Susan K. Blanchard sold 2 of these acres to John L./Margaret 

E. Maffett on 2 April 1913 (7P/535); this land consisted of lots 47, 58 and 

parts of 45, 46, 59 and 60. 
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IIC: John H. Barker, Jr. t received 8.217 acres of land from his 

father's estate (see IIB lots 1 and 2) in June 1900 (G6/349). 

a: 	 begin in the middle of Barker Place and ~ant St, 

\, b: line of Yount (ba: with middle of Grant, 

N 80 45' E 914.2 feet), 

c: 	 stone, a corner to Darlington (cb: with Yount S 80 

... 17' E 383.6 feet), 

d: 	 corner Mrs. R.G. Barker (dc: with Darlington 

S 70 40' W 911.3 feet) 

a: 	 beginning (ad: with Mrs. Barker N 800 45' W 400.8 feet) 

8.217 	acres 

en 5 December 1901 (I6/4 72) John H./lbrothy Barker of lerndon 

placed a lien on this land in order to repay the money (at 6% interest) in 

9 months and accepted Walter T. Oliver as trustee. The lien was released 

on 6 September 1902 (marginal note of 16/472). 

The Barkers then sold their 8 1/2 acres (plus another 2 1/2 acres) 

to Thomas E. Reed of lerndon for $100 on 13 May 1908 (Z6/355). 
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110: On 12 September 1889 (P5/221) John H./Rachel G. Barker sold 1 acre 

of land for $75 to Georgeanna/Benjamin Roy, Franklin/norence Roy, 

Emma/Frank Wallace, William Roy (unmarried), Purse Roy (unmarried) and Joy 

Roy (unmarried). 

a: begin at center of highway, 

b: running north, parallel with lIlest line of Barker farm 

leading from E. Dyer's, northerly so as to pass within 

48 feet of dwelling now on the land and 10 rods from 

center of highway, 

c: at right angle and east, 10 rods, 

d: at right angle to center of road, 

a: with road to beginning. 

1 acre 

This, unfortunately, is very vague - at first it almost seems to 

be lots 1 and 2 of Barker's subdivision since Elisha Dyer owns land 

directly across the road (Monroe St.), however, lots 1 and 2 are not sold 

until J.R. Barker's estate is subdivided in 1900 (see IIA). The next 

thought (and one that, fortunately cannot be disproved easily and therefore 

the author can't be ridiculed too readily) is that the land lies adjacent 

to lot 60 and the use of "parallel with the west line of Barker farm" is a 

"poor" use of a reference line since it is so far away. That the land is 

part of Barker's land is indisputable - see marginal reference of 84/461 as 

well as V8/84. The precise location is slightly irrevelant because it 

becomes part of J.J. Darlington's land and is sold, along with other lands, 
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as one large parcel after his death (see below). the Boys, et. al. sell 

this 1 acre to J.J. Darlington on 9 Lecember 1901 (61/600) for $85. For 

the later history of this land see lIE. 

) 

" i 

) 
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lIE: John H. Barker, Sr. died* sometime before June 1894 without a will 

(R5/398); he had sold all of the land he had bought from his son Caleb in 

1869 except for the 5 pieces divided amongst his heirs (see above) in the 

1900 settlement of his estate and a parcel of 130 acres adja~ent to the 

-
Barker subdivision. (h 17 August 	 1875 (S4/461) Barker had placed a lien on 
'!'i 

this land to secure an $800 debt he owed David Barker; according to 5R/201 

Barker still owed $760 (plus interest) on 2 June 1894; once he "made 

default in the payment of the residue of said debt and interest" [according 

to RS/398 this resulted from his death - apparently it is difficult to 

repay after dying; the lawyers have a ''funny'' way of saying this in 

RS/201] C.D. Barker, who had taken over the loan from David Barker asked 

Thomas Moore, as trustee, to advertise an auction in the "Fairfax a 

paper published in the County of Fairfax" for 4 consecutive weeks [this was 

required by the lien] and to advertise in the Leesburg Washingtonian and 

the Washington Post; after advertising the land was auctioned off "before 

the door of the Post (ff ice in the Town of Herndon ••• on the 2nd day of 

June, 1894 ••• f or the price of $1300.00 . . . " to Caleb D. Barker. 

(795/455) • 
* 	 The following discussion is a mixture of comments from RS/29, RS/201 
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'!he cost of this sale was $83.00 (R5/29): 

"Clerk's fee [to record deed] 

Fairfax Eerald advertising 

Washingtonian advertising 

Washington Post advertising 

Paid commi ssioner ' s fee 

Recording report 

Commissions on sale $1300.00 

Wr i ting deed 

Survey Bill 

Total 

and as/398. 
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$5.00 

8.25 

5.00 

20.00* 

1.00 

1.25 

35.00 

5.00 

2.50 

83.00 




The 130 acres sold were described as 

a: begin at a point in the center of County Road 107 1/2 

poles from planted stone at southwest cor~er of home 

tract (i.e., Elden and Monroe), 

b: E.M. Yount (ba: N 80 E 70 poles), 

c: --(cb: with Yount S 82 1/20 E 135 poles), 

d: stake and stone (dc: S 66 1/20 E 121 poles), 

e: County Road (ed: S 300 W 74 poles), 

f: --(fe: with road N 82 1/20 W 84 poles), 

a: beginning (af: N 72 1/20 W 140 1/2 poles). 

130 acres* 

* Washington was not (relatively) cheap even in those days.
* Presumably this includes the 1 acre sold to Roy since there is not 
obvious space for the 1 acre to fit into Barker's land; probably as with 
many deeds, the metes and bounds of the larger tract are given with the 
(explicit) understanding that the deed is f or all of the land less the 
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There is at least one intriguing question surrounding (or inside 

of) this auction: 

• why did C.D. Barker keep all of the $1217 ($1300 - $83) if 
-
;he debt** was only for $760 plus interest? In most liens the "left over" 

money goes back to the owner of the land who placed the lien on his land. 

(f course, J.H. Barker, Sr., was dead but Caleb Barker was not his only 

heir - there were 4 heirs plus Rachel, John's wif e/widow. The answer lies 

out there somewhere. 

Af ter all this, the Barker heirs decided to sell the land. (h 20 

August 1894 (R5/398) C.D./Mary Barker sold these 130 acres to J.J. 

Iarlington for $1300. Bachel G. Barker (widow), Hannah T. lapham (widow), 

Ruth McKean (widow) and JOhn H. Barker (bachelor) agreed to sell and quit 

claim their interest in the land - even though Caleb Barker had bought the 

land at auction, the other heirs apparently had some real (or perceived) 

interest in the land. 

smaller piece. This deed does not help locate the 1 acre of Roy. 

** R5/201: Caleb Barker If ••• being enti tIed to retain the residue of the 
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IIE1: This first parcel of Darlington to be "analyzed" involves a 

circular process - Darlington sold these 96.2 acres, they were sold ~gain 

and then resold to Darlington; therefore the net effect (except for the 

production of paper and the payment of lawyer's fees and tax~s) was 

-
nothing.
'! 

To start this saga, J.J. Darlington, widower, sold 96.2 acres 

(part of the 130 acres C.D. Barker sold Darlington) to W. T. Callar for 

$1300 on 24 May 1895 (5T/289). 

a: 	 begin at "A", a point in or near the middle of the 

Q)unty Road 107.5 poles from a stone in the middle of 

the road and the southwest corner of the Old Bar.ker 

tract, 

b: 	 stake in Poole (ba: N 80 5' E [passing through a stake 

in the fence line in the side of the road at 16.1 feet] 

1243.5 feet), 

c: 	 stake and corner to Bixler [sic] (cb: with Poole and 

same line continued with Bixler S 81 0 37' E 2275.2 

feet) , 

d: stake in or near line of Wiehle (dc~ with Bixler and 

others S 650 45' E 1936.8 feet), 

e: stake in or near line of Wiehle, corner to lot 1 (ed: S 

330 23' W 708 feet), 

f : stake (f e: wi th lot 1 at angle to last line of 1130 

25', 1542.5 fee t) , 

g: stake (gf: at angle of 1680 28' to the last line 1574 

feet), 
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h: point in or near middle of road, corner to lot 1 (hg: S 

190 25' W [bearing reversed] 470.4 feet), 

a: beginning (ah: N 700 33' W 695.2 feet) 

96.2 acres 
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W.T./Addie Callar sold this 96.2 acres to Alonzo J. Downing "for 

$1" [obviously not the real price] on 2 CCtober 1899 (D6/363). 

Downing then placed a lien on this land on 2 October 1899 (D6/365) 

in order to secure a debt of $900* (at 6% interest) due in 1 year to J.J. 

nBrlington; R.W. Moore Was the trustee. The lien was released on 8 

December 1900 (F6/534). 

Darlington then rebought this 96.2 acres from Alonzo Downing for 

$1500 ($200 more than he sold it for 4 years earlier) on 5 CCtober 1899 

(D6/367). The sale, of course, was subject to the lien; since Darlington 

owned the lien, releasing it was simple - does this mean that Darlington 

really paid $2400 for the land: $1500 plus the cancellation fo the $900 

lien? 

purchase money as a credit on the debt secure by said Deed of 'Irust •• " 
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IIE2: After all of this, Darlington still owned 167.10 acres of land on 

the north side of Elden Street:* 

Trace 4 [of unrecorded blueprint of 

Darlington's land] 130 acre s of Barker 

tract 9 1 acre of Georgeanna Roy 

tract 14 30.19 acres of Cdppen** 

tract 15 5.91 acres of Ryon** 

167.10 acres 

This entire piece of land was sold on 15 August 1921 (V8/84) by 

the National Savings and Trust COmpany, trustee under Darlington's will 

(WB9/353) to Gertrude Hinkel lbffard, wife of W.R. lbffard for $15,500 ­

$5,000 cash, $7,000 due within 1 year and $3,500 due within 3 years with 

interest at 6% per year. This land "comprises all of the land of the said 

Darlington shown on said [unrecorded] blueprint [of Darlington's land] 

which is situated on the north side of the COunty Road." 

* Probably part (all) of the sale price of D6/363.
* V8/84. 
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a: begin at point in the centre of the County Road, the 

Western boundary of the original tract of land, 

b: locust stake in line of original tract and corner to 

Reed (ba: N 100 01' E 1243.5 feet) [all bearings 

-calculated from point a as a base line), 

c: cedar stake in the original line and southeast corner of 

Carl Ryon (cb: S 790 39' E 2197.2 feet), 

d: cedar stake in northeast corner of Ryon (dc: with east 

line of Ryon, N QO 39' E 264.5 feet) , 

e: locust post in east line of Mahoney and the northwest 

corner of Ryon (ed: with north line of Ryon N 800 25' W 

709. 5 feet), 

f: planted stone, the northeast corner of Mahoney and in 

the south line of Fouche (fe: with east line of Mihoney 

N QO 54' E 363.5 feet), 

g: locust post, corner to Fouche (gf: with south line of 

Fouche S 800 34' E 223 feet), 

h: iron marker in south line of Martz and northeast corner 

of Fouche (hg: with east line of Fouche N 18° 50' E 587 

feet), 

i: stake, in center of Sugarland Run and southeast corner 

of Martz and in west line of H.B. Ibtchison (ih: with 

south line of Martz S 810 34' E 1167 feet) , 

j: cedar stake, southwest corner of Ibtchison in original 

line (ji: with west line of Ibtchison S 70 W 1440 

feet), 

F-137 



k: point in center of County Road leading to Dranesville 

and southeast corner of Hutchison (hj: with south line 

of I:b tch! son, S 630 35' W 1253 feet), 

1: center of junction of Herndon and Drane sville Roads 

-- . (lh: S 340 15' W 1225.3 feet), 
~ 

m: angle in road (ml: with center of County Road 

N 7go 47' W 1386 feet), 

a: beginning (am: N 680 50' W 2317 feet). 

164.60 acres 

'lb1s land encompasses all of the 166.10 acres but a survey by J.W. 

Burt on August 1921 which accompanies this deed, recalculated the acreage 

to be 164.60. 

On 15 August 1921 (V8/87) Gertrude HLnkel/W.R. Buffard placed a 

lien on this land in order to protect a debt of $10,500 they owed the 

National Savings and 'li:'ust Company; F.S. McCandlish was appointed trustee. 

'!be Huffards defaulted on their lien, McCandlish auctioned the 

land at 12 noon on 9 July 1931 after advertising for 4 consecutive weeks in 

the Fairfax Herald and the Nitional Savings and 'Ii:ust was the highest 

bidder - they paid $6,787.70. Thus the bank once again owns this 164.6 

acres on 9 July 1931 (XI0/513). 
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