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CHAPTER C 

Chapters C, D, E, and G describe the history of land that was at 

one time owned by members of the Coleman family (see Appendix c for a 

partial geneology of the Colemans). The dealings of this family are 

reasonably complex, not only because of their extensive land holdings and 

the tradition of naming sons after fathers (for instance, four consecutive 

generations of Colemans had a Richard), but also because several of the 

crucial deeds involving the family were recorded in Fairfax County deed 

books which were destroyed during the Civil War. As a consequence, in , 

order to understand the transactions involving the land included within any 

one specific chapter, the entire Coleman land holdings within the Herndon 

area must be discussed; this is done, in detail, in Chapter E. 

Superficially, the history of the approximately 380 acres of land 

described in Chapter C appears to be reasonably easy to follow: according 

to G3/195, Ferdinando Fairfax sold 380 acres of the Page Lott to John 

Coleman who then sold (or willed) it to his son, Samuel Coleman, who, in 

turn, sold it to Thomas Carper in 1841. A rather simple search of the deed 

indices shows that the Fairfax-Coleman deed of sale must have been K2/152 

or K2/222; both of these deeds are among the missing. However, in order 

for the conclusions drawn from the research described in Chapter E to have 

any pretense to accuracy, it is necessary to believe that the above 

succession of sales involving the land of Chapter C was rather more 

complicated than the superficial research suggested above. The relevant 

parts of the hypothesiS for this land (see Chapter E for the "logic" 

preceding these conclusions and the entire set of hypotheses) are: 

C-2 



" \ 

Ferdinando Fairfax sold Page Lott 15 ("370 acres more or less") to 

John and James Coleman (John's father) in 1803 or 1804," these deedS: of 

sale are recorded in K2/152 and/or K2/222. The agreement, at least between 

John and his father James, was that James would keep title t~ (or at least 

Jay taxes on) 190 acres of these 370 acres while John would be responsible 

for the remaining 180 acres. For some reason (confusion, lack of 

understanding, or simple amazement by the tax collectors) James paid taxes 

on the 190 acres while John paid taxes on the 180 plus the 190!{Possibly 

James hoped to assist his son by paying part of the rate of the 190 acres 

and John pay the other part of the rate plus the full rate on the 180 

acres). Thus, in 1804, James Coleman paid taxes on 190 acres and John on 

370 acres. 

James died, leaving his interest in the 190 acres to his son John. 

John then died, willing the 190 acres that he now owned completely to his 

son, Samuel; this transfer of ownership was actually legalized by John's 

executor in T2/33 (c. 1818 - the deed book is missing). 

John left the 180 acres that he always owned to his daughter Sarah 

(Sallie) Bland. Sarah and her husband, James Bland, in order to improve 

their financial problems, sold the 180 acres to Samuel (Q2/121 - which is 

missing). Samuel then combined these two parcels into one plot, had the 

land resurveyed and finally had in (about) 1820 a 377 3/4 acre parcel that 

~s the same that his father (John) and grandfather (James) had purchased 

from Fairfax in 1803 or 4. 

Samuel/Sara Coleman then sold these 377 3/4 acres to Thomas J. Carper 

for $3000 on 28 December 1842 (G3/195). 
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Thomas J. Carper of Fairfax sold this 380 acres (more or less) to 

Thomas Cox of New York on 15 January 1852 for $5320 (Q3/343). This:parce1 

of land, according to Q3/343, was "the same land John Coleman purchased 

from F. Fairfax" and adjoins land of the late Richard Cock~r~lle, Richard 

eo1eman and others: 
~ 

a: 	 begin at stone, corner to Williams and Cockeri11e, 

b: (ba: S 	83° 14' W 181 poles), 

e: (eb: S 	26° 41' W 225 poles), 

d: 	 two white oak saplings (de: S 65° E 221 poles), 

e: 	 stone, corner to Barker and Williams (ed: N 25° E 283 poles, 

17 links), 

a: 	 beginning (ae: N 33 1/4° W 68 poles), 


380 acres more or less. 
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As is quite common, Thomas Cox, as the buyer, did not have the cash to 

pay Carper (the seller); consequently on the same day as the sale, 15 

January 1852, (Q3/350) Thomas Cox placed a lien on this 380 acres with John 

J. Coleman acting as the friendly, impartial trustee. The t~en was 
. , . 

~ntended to provide security for the $2600 Cox owed Carper; Cox agreed to 

pay Carper $1300 on 1 January 1853 and $1300 on 1 January 1854. As usual, 

if Cox did not pay the lien, Coleman could sell the land at a public 

auction in order to raise sufficient money to pay the debt. The lien was 

released partially on 14 February 1853 (U3/253) and partially on 1 January 

1856 (X3/99). 

Following the tradition of all of the chapters of this little tome on 

Herndon it will be assumed that it is easier to understand the history of 

the 380 acres by following each of its major subdivisions separately rather 

than attempting some type of comprehensive chronological recitation. 
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I. Thomas Cox was able to pay the note due January 1853 and was given 

a release for 190 acres on 14 February 1853 (U3/253) by Coleman and~ 

Carper. The reason for this partial release becomes obvious once it is 

recognized that Thomas/Eliza Cox sold 190 acres to Thomas ,Hazzard for $1900 

~n the same day the release was recorded (R3/382). ni'is parcel was 

described as: 

a: begin at planted stone, corner to Richard Coleman in the 

center of the road leading from Frying Pan to Dranesville 

(Centreville Road --) Elden --) Monroe --) Park --) 

Dranesville Road in the parlance of 1981], 

b: planted stone in center of road (ba: N 29 1/2 0 E 34 chains, 39 

links) , 

c: white oak, stake and pile of stones in Synder's [?] line 

(cb: S 62 3/4 0 E 54 chains, 83 links), 

d: two white oak saplings in line of Richard Coleman 

(de: S 27 1/4 0 W34 chains, 37 links), 

a: beginning (ad: N 62 3/4 0 W 56 chains, 25 links), 

190 acres. 
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On 3 January 1853 (R3/383) Thomas/Dorothy F. Hazzard placed a lien on 

the land as security for the $1200 (plus interest) they owed Cox [th~ 

seeming paradox of this lien being recorded before the sale (14 February) 

__ p=~o~ablY is a result of the slowness of recording deeds; it fs not up.usual 

fbr two deeds dated the same day to be recorded in two separate deed books; 

in addition once Cox had paid his first note on 1 January 1853, Carper and 

Coleman might have given him a verbal release and Cox just sold the land 

before a formal release was recorded]. The debt was due 1 January 1854 

with interest accruing as of 1 March 1852; Martin Irish was appointed 

trustee. The lien had the usual provisions about default; it was released 

15 February 1854 (T3/487). 

On 12 December 1855 (X3/70) Thomas/Dorothy F. Hazzard sold the-' 190 

acres described in R3/382 to John M. Donn of Washington, D.C., for $5700. 

(Notice the tripling of the value of the land in two years!) Although the 

metes and bounds are identical* to those of R3/382, the deed claims there 

are 197 acres more or less as opposed to the 190 acres of R3/382. 

The 197 acres must have been a mistake since the next deed of sale 

reverts back to "190 acres more or less": on 26 February 1857 (Y3/260) 

John M./Caroline Donn of Fairfax County sold the 190 acres, more or less, 

to John W. Donn, also of Fairfax, for $8000 (a 50% increase in value in 14 

months!) The boundaries were not given except to say that the land was 

bounded by Richard Coleman, J. C. McKelden and others and that it is the 

same land as described in X3/70. 

* Except that points band c are described as being "corners to Cox." 
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Apparently this sale was not without detractors, since someone went to 

court in an attempt to void the sale; they were successful! On 10 Jo1y 

1858 (A4/97), an entry in the deed book summarizes a court order "setting 
" 

aside a deed as fraudulent and void ••• Y3 folio 260 •• ·.~nd to subject 

estate therein conveyed ••• to the payment of complainant heirs['] 

Johnson's judgment for $296.75 with interest from 27 October 1855 and $8.97 

[cost of suit] and complainant Suter Seatheos' judgment for $1711.18 with 

interest from 7 September 1855 and $10.63 costs of suit." 

Once this little oversight was corrected, the Circuit Court of Fairfax 

appointed Alfred Moss commissioner in the suit of "Lewis Johnson and others 

v. John M. Donn and others." During its November 1859 term, the Court 

ordered Moss to sell the land at public auction after advertising the 

proposed sale for four successive weeks in the Fairfax County News and 

"some other newspaper published in Washington, D.C." On 20 February 1860, 

in front of the Fairfax Courthouse, Moss sold the land to William Y. Dulin 

for $15 per acre ($2850--a significantly smaller sum than what Donn tried 

to sell it for). The Court approved the sale in its June 1860 term, Dulin 

paid the money and, finally, Moss officially transferred the land to Dulin 

("for $5") on 30 March 1861 (D4/140). 

William Y. Dulin of Fairfax County kept the land through the Civil War 

and then sold the "190 acres, more or less" to William Urich of Washington 

op 2 April 1866 (G4/286) for $5300 (indicating that for this property, at 

least, there was a large increase in land values during the Civil War). 

Urich's prosperity must not have been as great as the appreciation of the 

land for he had to accept a lien on the land on 2 April 1866 (G4/288) in 

order to provide a guarantee to Dulin that he would repay a debt of $4000 
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(at 6% interest) on or before 2 April 1867; William M. Fitzhugh was 

appointed trustee. If Urich defaulted, the land would be sold and Fitzhugh 

would receive 1% of the gross sale price as compensation for his effort. 

This lien was released on 20 May 1867 (H4/85) • .. 

~ William/Kate Urich kept this land until 1 January 1903 (06/699) when 

they sold it to Frank W. Huddleson for $10,000. The metes and bounds are 

identical to those of R3/382 except for some different descriptions of who 

owns the adjacent land: 

a: 	 begin at a planted stone in the center of the road Floris 

(Frying Pan) to Dranesville, corner to Mrs. Malley Hanna 

(Richard Coleman), 

b: 	 planted stone in center of road, corner Mrs. Bowers' heirs 

(ba: along road, N 29 1/2 0 E 34 chains, 39 links), 

c: 	 corner in center of Herndon to Ox Road public road and another 

corner of Bowers' (white oak, stake and pile of stones in 

Synder's line) (cb: along road S 62 3/4 0 E 54 chains, 83 

links), 

d: 	 2 white oak saplings in line of Mrs. Hanna (Richard Coleman) 

(dc: with road S 27 1/4 0 W 34 chains, 37 links), 

a: 	 beginning (ad: with Mrs. Hanna N 62 3/4 0 W 56 chains, 25 

190 acres more or less. 

Frank W./Nellie H. Huddleson of Fairfax County then sold this same 

land to E. A. Kirk of Orange County, Virginia, on 23 October 1906 (V6/188) 

for $11 ,000. 

C-ll 



E.A./Lovina M. Kirk of Herndon did not keep the land very long before 

selling it for $12,500 to Joseph W. Cummins of Brooklyn, New York, on 11 

September 1907 (X6/478). The metes and bounds of the land are the same as 

bE~fore, with the annotation "less and except a strip of. 14 feet coming to 

Mts~ John Cridler." 

Not wanting to surprise too many folks and do something rash, the 

Cumminses did the usual thing and accepted a lien on their land on 20 

September 1907 (X6/480) for the purpose of securing a debt of $8000: The 

Cumminses agreed to pay $2000 (plus 6% interest) in 2, 3, 4, and 5 years; 

W.F. Middleton, trustee, released the lien on 25 October 1915 (Y7/274). 

Even though the Cumminses kept the land for six years, they obviously 

had some financial troubles: when Joseph W./Ada D. Cummins of Herndon sold 

the land to Clark Cather and Harry L. Cather of Frederick County, Virginia, 

on 1 March 1913 (P7/229) for $14,000, they still owed $6000 on the lien of 

X6/478. The Cathers accepted liability for the lien as part of the 

purchase agreement. 

Clark Cather died on 22 March 1913 without any will and leaving two 

sons, David Clark Cather (aged 33 years) and Harry Lupton Cather (aged 25) 

as heirs (P7/454, S7/321). The Harry L. Cather who had purchased as 

"tenants in common" the 190 acreS in 1913 must have been Clark's son, Harry 

Lupton. The rationale for this is simply that, according to S7/321, David 

C. Cather (unmarried) sold his 1/4 undivided interest in the land to Harry 

L. Cather on 3 March 1914. The purpose of the sale was" ••• to vest in 

said Harry L. full and complete title to the farm"; if Harry L. already 

owned one half of the farm through P7/229 and 1/4 of it as an inheritance, 

he need only purchase the remaining 1/4 to have "full title." Harry Cather 

C-12 




assumed responsibility for the remaining balance of $2000 due on the 

Cummins-Clark Cather lien. The farm, now described as containing 191.15 

acres was called the Broadacre Farm. 

_ On 11 April 1917 (D8/242) Harry L. Cather accepted a lien on thi~ land 
~ ...­

to 
~ 

secure a debt of $4000 owed the Washington and Lee University within 

three years at 6% interest; C. Vernon Ford was appointed trustee. Cather 

defaulted, Ford advertised in the Herndon Observer for four consecutive 

weeks and at 1200 noon on 15 April 1918 he auctioned the land at the "door 

of the Court House Building in Fairfax." Wilson M. Farr bought the land 

for $12,000 but, before the sale was recorded, he sold the same land to 

G.F. and C.C. Carr for $14,000. All of this is legalized and the Carrs 

" obtain ownership of the tract (referred to as the "General Urich Farm") on 

14 July 1919 (M8/122). 

Not to be daunted by such simple transactions, the Carrs decided to 

try a little more exciting action: on 14 July 1919 (M8/124) 

C.V./Lefaye J. Carr and C.C./Ethel A. Carr agreed to a compound lien on 

their farm; this lien was organized to insure that these friendly folks 

repayed $12,000 at 6% interest within four years to the Washington and Lee 

University (payment was to be made at the Rockbridge National Bank in 

Lexington, Virginia) and also repaid $122 to Wilson M. Farr at 6% interest 

within these same four years. The Carrs also agreed to maintain at least 
:-" 

$2500 of insurance on this land. The lien contained the usual proviso that 

if default occurred, C. Vernon Ford, as trustee, would auction the land and 

receive 5% of the gross sales price as a commission. What was slightly 

intriguing was the comment that if the land was not sold after advertise­

ments for sale or if the decision to sell the land (after default) was 
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withdrawn for whatever reason, Ford would still get 1/2 of his commission 

(i.e., 2 1/2%) based on a "sale price" equal to the unpaid balance of the 

debt (this, presumably, was a clause inserted by Ford!). All of this was 

sl1gh~ly unnecessary since both liens were released; the release is 
!;; 

re~orded in the margin of M8/124 but no date is given. 

Maybe these complications dampened the Carrs' interest in the land for 

on 28 April 1921 (T8/S8S), C.C./Ethyl A. Carr and C.F./Lafaye J. Carr sold 

the 191.15 acres to "Grace E. Walker, wife of George B. Walker." The land 

is obviously the same as the earlier plots but its metes and bounds are 

given according to a survey done by Joseph Berry, the County surveyor, on 

24 January 1914: 
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A: a point in the middle of the Herndon to Floris County Road, 

B: point in middle of Herndon and Hattentown County Road 

(BA: with Bowers' tract S 59° 20' E 3622.1 feet [all bearings 

calculated from point A] (passing through a pipe at 15 feet 

and the corner of Bowers' subdivision at 20 feet and through 

another pipe at 3602.1 feet), 

C: point in the middle of the Herndon and Hattentown Road 

(CB: with middle of road S 30° 16' W 1725 feet), 

0: edge of road (DC: N 59° 44' 15 feet), 

E: pipe, corner to Cridler in the line of Hanna, formerly Richard 

Coleman (ED: leaving the road and with Cridler S 30° 16' W 

543.3 feet), 

F: middle of Herndon-Floris road [FE: with Hanna N 59° 30' W 

(passing through a pipe at 3697.1 feet) 3712.1 feet], 

A: beginning (AF: with road N 32° 55' E 2269.8 feet), 

191.15 acres. 
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The Carrs agree to retain responsibility for their lien of M8/124 but 
, ) 

Walker agrees to pay for the recording of the release of the lien! 

One of the pleasant aspects of searching through the old ~ecords of 
.;'; 

Herndon is the discovery that each part of Herndon has its own 

peculiarities and personality. Broadacre Farm is no different; the deeds 

after 1914 radiate a very intriguing attitude--is it a reflection of 

terribly suspicious and greedy people or merely a reflection of care and 

concern for detail? Only knowledge of personalities could answer these 

questions, and since deeds only reflect words each reader will be able to 

speculate for himself. 

This personality quirk of Broadacre Farm was first apparent (at least 

in the world of written deeds) on 28 April 1921 (T8/587) when "Grace E. 

Walker and George B. Walker, her husband" agreed to accept a lien to secure 

the $43,500* they owed C.C. Carr and G.F. Carr; F.S. McCandlish acted as 

trustee. The nature of the collateral used to secure the lien was slightly 

unusual: using the 191.15 acres was rather expected and while the use of 

personal property to augment the collateral was not totally unusual, the 

extent of the listing of this personal property surely was. Instead of 

merely stating some general words like farm animals and farm implements, a 

rather complete inventory was given: 

-"::'-: 

* The deed actually states that the Walkers "sold" the land to McCandlish 
for $3500. Possibly the Walkers bought the land for $40,000 (no price is 
given in T8/585) and mortgaged the land for the sale price plus an extra 
$3500 that they needed. 
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I I 

') 

c 
~-

29 cows 
:: 

6 calves 

3 horses 
" 
" 

:5 hogs 

100 chickens (or more) 

1 gang plow 

1 double disc harrow 

1 mower (extra blade and grinder) 

1 hay rake 

1 grain drill 

1 lime spreader 

1 manure spreader 

3 wagons 

2 hay frames 

2 turning plows 

3 single plows 

1 grain binder 

1 hay fork, track, rope and pulley 

2 oil tanks 

dairy equipment, complete 

1 spike tooth harrow 

all lumber on the farm 

200 rods of woven wire (10 rolls) 

all barbed and loose wire 

1 scale 

all fertilizer on farm 
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1 grain cradle 

1 grindstone 

all harnesses 

1 corn planter 

1 double cultivator 

1/2 of bees on farm [who got the other 1/2?] 

1 farm bell 

all small tools, implements, etc. 

all feed on farm "less amount fed before possession 

is given" 

1 range 

The only latitude in this list was that the Walkers could "dispense of 

animals and articles no longer suitable for use on the farm by replacing 

them with others of equal or greater value. . . . 
The lien was in the form of 145 notes: notes 1-10 at $300 each were 

due on or before 1 June 1921; note 11, $250 was due 1 July 1921 and notes 

12-145, $300 each, were due each month thereafter. Interest was at 6% and 

was due semi-annually. If the Walkers defaulted, McCandlish could 

.advertise and then auction the land and/or personal property; he would keep 

5% of the gross sale price as a commission; if the debt was repaid the 

"deed of trust shall be released at the expense ..... of the Walkers. 

The deed also provided that once notes 1 through 42 were paid, the 

Walkers could ask for (and pay the necessary costs for) a release of all of 

their personal property. The Walkers agreed to pay taxes and maintain 
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insurance (the amount to be subject to the approval of McCandlish) with: 

McCandlish as the assignee of the insurance (i.e., if something happens, 

McCandlish, not the Walkers, got the money). Finally, if the ~a~kers do 

not insure the farm, McCandlish can do so himself and add 'the costs onto 
~ 

the total cost of the lien. 

Something went awry - on 20 September 1921 (W8/233) "Grace E. Walker 

and George B. Walker, her husband," placed another lien on the same 

personal property (i.e., cows, etc.) and on the farm; F. S. McCandlish 

again was trustee. The lien was to guarantee a debt of $42,300 owed the 

Carrs; interest was 0.5% per month calculated on the remaining principal 

and was due monthly beginning 20 October 1921. The Walkers agreed to repay 

the money in 282 monthly payments beginning 20 October 1921 even though 

technically the lien was in the form of 9 separate notes--the first for 

$2700 and the others for $4950. When the first three notes were repaid, 

the lien on the personal property (precisely the same list as T8/587) would 

be released at the Walkers' expense; however, the "real estate would not be 

released until all nine notes were paid." The other provisions-­

maintaining insurance, paying taxes, actions to occur if default occurs, 

etc.--were the same as in T8/587. 

The obvious question about this lien is "why?" Why two liens--were 

,they};really two separate liens (i.e., a total debt of $85,800) or simply a 

indication that the first lien had some type of defect (heaven forbid that 

a lawyer made a mistake--probably some peon somewhere) and that before the 

second was written to correct the error(s), the Walkers had repaid $1200, 

thus decreasing the amount of outstanding debt? The latter speculation is 

probably correct since the Walkers did default (see below) and the land was 
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sold for $20,000 at auction. The Carrs might have been foolish to secure a 

$43,500 debt with a $20,000 piece of land but to secure $85,800 with;the 

same $20,000 collateral is immensely dumb--Herndon could never have had 

such foolish people as citizens, could it? (There must be'something un­
/-- , 

) ~rndon-like in such a thought!) Notice that in T8/587 the personal 

property will be released after $12,250 is repaid, while in W8/232 it only 

takes $11,600. Surely the demand of interest to be repaid monthly (versus 

semi-annually) must reflect a major change in attitude of the Carrs between 

April and October. Something went awry! 

All of this legal deed drafting was not totally without foundation. 

The Walkers' financial problems got worse--in addition to the $42,300 lien 

of W8/232 (and the $43,500 lien of T8/5871) the Walkers accrued three 

mechanics liens against their barn and "a certain bungalow" (W8/477): 

$1200 to Bates and Chamblin, $215.26 to Hoge Grain and Feed Company and 

$230.50 to W. W. Wyatt. The land also still had a first trust (M8/124) 

owed by the Carrs. All of this got to someone (the Walkers, mostly) for 

the Walkers defaulted; McCandlish was asked by the Carrs to auction the 

land, which he did at 1300 hours on 23 February 1922 after advertising the 

sale for four weeks in the Herndon Observer (this means that the Walkers 

defaulted within four months of the placement of the lien!). C.C. Carr and 

G.F. Carr were the highest bidders at $20,000. 

On 23 February 1922 (WS/477) F.S. McCandlish, trustee, sold Broadacre 

Farm toC.C. Carr and G.F. Carr (each received one-half interest in the 

land). 

III fortune sometimes follows ill luck. The Circuit Court of Grayson 

County, Virginia, decreed on 16 July 1927 "in vacation on the chancey 
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causes* of C. Fipps and Son vs. G.F. Carr et al. and R.P. Caldwell vs. C.C. 

Carr et al." that George B. Roby, J.R.H. Alexander, and John M. Parsons be 

appointed commissioners of sale to sell the Carrs' land. The sale was 

advertised in the Fairfax Herald for 30 days and then auctioned off ~o w. 

Ir.. Metzer for $22,500. The Court, on 6 December 1927, appointed John M. 

Parsons as commissioner to actually transfer the land. However, before the 

deed was written, Metzer asked that the land actually go to E.L. McFarland 

but tkFarland "has filed papers • said Broadacre Farm be conveyed to 

The Loudoun National Bank." No wonder the final deed (Parsons to Loudoun 

National) did not get recorded until 29 November 1928 (JI0/413)! 

The bank kept the land for two years (who runs a farm for a bank?) 

sold Broadacre Farm to E.H. Vosburgh for $35,000 ($5000 cash) on 7 June 

1930 (TI0/337). In addition to buying the land, Vosburgh also received the 

following personal property: 

30 dairy cows 

1 bull 

2 horses 

1 tractor 

1 tractor plow 

1 tractor harrow 

1 manure spreader 

feed truck 

1 wagon 

* The cause of these suits is not mentioned in the deeds and no effort 
has been made to study court records to determine the prob1em(s). 
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lot of harnesses 

milk cans 

dairy equipment 

.14 heifers ("a part of which has been grazing on 

Chantilly Farm") 

all other tangible personal property 

In addition, Vosburgh agreed that L. A. Kirkpatrick could stay in the main 

house until 1 July 1930 if he so wished and that Kirkpatrick could remain 

in the small cottage until 1 January 1931 (probably Kirkpatrick cared for 

the farm for the bank and this was in partial payment for his work). The 

bank, always fussy with details, also stated that it would pay taxes on the 

land through May 12th after which date Vosburgh would assume liability. 

Edwin Garrett was president of this illustrious bank. 

E. H./Iva E. Vosburgh placed a lien on the land on 7 June 1930 

(TI0/339). The lien, with W. A. Metzer as trustee, was organized to secure 

a $30,000 (plus interest) loan due the Loudoun Bank. Vosburgh agreed to 

pay $300 each month from 15 August 1930-15 August 1931 and $350 per month 

for the next 12 months and then $400 a month from 8 August 1932 to 1 July 

1940. The lien was released on 28 September 1932 (marginal note of 

TlO/339). 

On 15 September 1932 (El1/142) the Vosburghs placed another lien on 

Broadacrej this one, with Edwin E. Garrett as trustee, was designed to 

protect the Loudoun National Bank of Leesburg from any possible loss of the 

$31,000 (plus 6% interest) loan it gave the Vosburghs. The lien was 

released on 6 October 1942 (400/92). 
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Before long, E.H./lva E. Vosburgh sold "Broad Acre" farm ("also known 

as the Carr Farm ••• 191.15 acres more or less") to Earl L./Mary M'. 

Yeakle; this sale occurred on 20 March 1933 (G11/334). Once people start 

itemizing things n~ one seems willing to stop: in addition "to the 

-r;roperty, the Yeakles bought 

\ 

C-24 




32 dairy cows (with the exception of 3 cows belonging to 

Mason Smith and one Holstein cow belonging to 

Henry Moffett) 

: 12 heifers with the exception of 2 ~ersey heifer ~alves 

about 1 year old 

2 black geldings about 10 years old named "Bob" and 

"Diamond" 


1 bay named "Meg" about 12 or 13 years old 


1 Fordson tractor and tractor plow 


1 heavy wagon 


1 spring tooth harrow 


1 manure spreader 


2 two-horse turning plows 


Kelvinator cooling system, model no. 5535, 


serial number 331G641 


Myers automatic water system including motor, 


model 1930 


McCormack Deering grain drill, model 1931 


McCormack Deering corn planter 


McCormack Deering cultivator with fertilizer 


attachment 


McCormack Deering mowing machine 


1 split tooth harrow 


milk buckets 


all milk cans 
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wash vat 

shords, forks, hay fork and rope 

In addition, the Yeakles received "all tangible personal property used in 

conjunction with farm and dairy operation except household and kitchen 
) 

furniture and car, all of the hay in barn (approximately 15 tons) and one 

stack of hay outside, about two tons." 

Yeakle agreed to pay the 1933 taxes and to assume the lien of 15 
) 

September 1932 (Ell/142). 
, 

The Loudoun National Bank of Leesburg must have loved this land for it 

bought it from Earl L./Mary M. Yeakle for $33,500 on 6 July 1935 

(Vl1/263). The farm is described as 191.15 acres "adjoining and bounded by 

the lands of Mrs. Byers and the late Mrs. Laura Hanna and being the same as 

• • • Gll/334." The lists kept on coming! In addition to the land, the 

bank bought: 

40 cows 

13 heifers 

4 	horses 

farm machinery and dairy fixtures 

all crops 

all tangible personal property "located on farm or 

which belongs to farm and is used in conjunction 

therewith even though temporarily removed 
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therefrom saving and excepting therefrom s~ecific 

household and kitchen furniture, the Plymouth 

automobile, one heifer and the hogs and crop of 
., 

wheat just harvested. it being understood that 

straw passes under this deed." (As said earlier-­

suspicion, greed or attention to detail?) 

The saga of Broadacre Farm, as far as this history is concerned. comes 

to a close on 21 August 1939 (Q13/77) when the Loudoun National Bank of 

Leesburg sold the 191.15 acres to R. I./Linda B. Arrington* for $25.000 

($6500 in cash). Of course, the sale includes a list of personal property 

--it will be left to the reader's imagination to construct the list and 

then compare it to the list in the deed (if moved to do so). 

* The Arringtons accepted a lien on the land on 21 August 1939 (Q13/78) 
with Edwin E. Garrett and H. I. Tiffany as trustees. 
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II. On 1 January 1856 (X3/99) John J. Coleman and Thomas Carper 

acknowledged the full payment from Thomas Cox, thus releasing the lien 

(Q3/350) on the land which adjoins "lands of WID. Barker and lands formerly 

._ 	 beJonging to R. H. -Cockerille' s estate." The Coxes th~n promptly so1d the 

land remaining from their purchase from Thomas Carper. 

On 1 January 1856 (X3/100) Thomas/Eliza Cox sold 5 acres to John 

Hauxhurst and James S. Purdy for $200: 

a: 	 begin at stake in center of county road leading from Frying 

Pan to Dranesville and also at the westerly edge of 

Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad, 

b: 	 stake (ba: with railroad, S 46 1/2 0 E 6 chains, using 1 

chain = 4 poles), 

c: 	 stake (cb: S 860 W 14 chains, 16 links), 

d: 	 stake in center of road (dc: N 15 3/40 E 4 chains, 70 links), 

a: 	 beginning (da: N 860 E 8 chains, 41 links), 

5 acres. 

--

'\ 
) 
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On 20 September 1856 (Y3/178) John/Jane Hauxhurst of Fairfax County 
~ 

I. 

sold their half ownership in the five acres to James S. Purdy for $500 (why 

half of 5 acres is worth $500 while the whole 5 acres is worth merely $200 

"" iS,not readily clear). 

Apparently James S./Anna E. Purdy did not understand the subtlety of 

this logic, for when they sold the entire five acres to Sumner Coleman of 

Ulster County, New York, on 14 October 1859 (B4/320) they received only 

$500 (recall they paid $250 + $500 = $750). The deed mentions that a steam 

mill does exist on the land. 
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IIA. On 6 February 1860 (C4/34) Sumner Coleman of Fairfax County and 
" 

Sophoronia S. Coleman of Ulster County, New York (presumably his wife since 

how else would she have obtained a legal interest in the land) sold four 

" 	atfres to Edward W. Donn of Washington, D.C. Th.e land is not explicitly 

described, rather it is merely referred to as being the five acres with a 

stream mill that Summer Coleman bought from Purdy "less one acre sold to 

Jacob Lester" [see II B. J. The sales price was slightly complicated: Donn 

agreed to pay $450 cash, assume three debts Coleman owed ($108 due James 

Purdy; $300 due Richard Coleman; and $172 due the estate of Martin Irish) 

as well as pay Coleman $1200 more (in three equal installments due in 12, 

18 and 24 months) within 2 years and to secure this $1200 debt with a lien 

on the 4 acres. This lien, recorded on 14 February 1860 (C4/36), utilized 

Isaiah Bready as trustee and was released on 1 March 1872 (04/83). 


Clearly (?) Donn must have owed Coleman money before the sale, for why else 


would the price be so large? 


Edward W. Donn and wife then sold these four acres to John N. Stevens 

and B. W. Clark for $950 on 11 November 1865 (F4/247) subject to Stevens 

and Clark assuming the responsibility for deed of trust (C4/36). 

John N. Stevens gave B. W. Clark the power of attorney to sell these 

four acres on 5 November 1866 (G4/543); presumably (this is pure 

conjecture) Stevens did this because he lived in Tennessee. 

John N. Stevens of Greensville, Tennessee, (actually Clark signed the 

deed using his power of attorney) and B.W. Clark of Fairfax County accepted 

another lien on the land in order to guarantee a debt of $1000 (due on 5 

August 1867) owed Richard B. Norment (who also acted as trustee); this lien 

was placed on 5 February 1867 (G4/540) and released in April 1867 (marginal 
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note of G4/540).* On 18 June 1868 (14/322) John N./Laura Stevens (si~ning 

in their own right and not through Clark as their attorney) of Greensville, 

Tennessee, and Benjamin W./Matilda Clark of Fairfax County sell an 

:: "\frid1vided half of the following • four acres" to I..awrence Hindle for 
£ 

$1500; although the deed is not absolutely clear what is being sold is the 

Stevens' half ownership. This is inferred from later deeds which refer to 

Clark and Hindle as the owners. Why the Clarks participated in this sale 

if they were still retaining a half interest is not at all clear. The land 

is still burdened with the lien of C4/36. 

* The note in the margin is obscure and not clear to the ignorant author; 
it appears to~be a release but I am not absolutely certain. No release is 
recorded in the index of deeds. 
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IIAl: On 20 July 1870 (L4/514) Benjamin/Matilda Clark of Herndon sold 

their interest (i.e., half ownership) in a parcel of land described as 

being the "east end of the Mill Property now owned by" Clark. and Hindle to 

·La~erice Hindle for $1. 
~. 

a: 	 begin at the northeast corner of the mill property, 

b: 	 southwest along whipple to the south line of the Mill property 

[273 feet]* 

c: 	 with the Mill property west [66 feet],* 

d: 	 north to the County Road 63 1/2 feet west from the beginning, 

a: 	 with the road east 63 1/2 feet to the beginning• 

•4 acres [approximately] 

Owning this land completely by themselves, the Hindles were able 

to utilize the land as they wished. On 24 July 1872 (04/382) 

Lawrence/Susanna Hindle placed a lien on 4 parcels of land which they owned 

in order to secure a debt of $3500 (due in 2 years with 7% interest) they 

owed Lyman Peck, Jr. One of these parcels was, of course, the piece Clark 

sold Hindle from the Mill property. Thomas Moore, of Fairfax County, as 

trustee, released the Mill property land from the lien on 20 November 1880 

(Z4/476); the rest of the lien was released on 7 April 1890 (15/490) at 

which time Lawrence Hindle was dead and R.W. Moore, his executor, accepted 

the release on his behalf. (As a curiosity, Lyman Peck had also died by 

1890; Rufus J. Peck, his executor, did the releasing to R.W. Moore, 

Hindle's executor). 

* 	 From Z4/478. 
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As discussed below in IIAl and 3, James E. Carlin bought all of tlie 

Clark and Hindle mill property on 10 March 1875 (U4/120). The deed was 

ambiguous in that it described the land in such vague and gen:er~l terms "as , 

to render doubtful on the face of the record the title of. • • [Hindle] to 
'" 

the aforesaid [land Clark sold Hindle in L4/514] lot." In order to correct 

this impression, James Carlin, who was "willing to remove such doubt" on 18 

January 1881 (Z4/478) relinquished all of his right to the land of L4/514 

to William Roose. The reason for this was that Lawrence/S.J. Hindle wanted 

to sell the land to Roose and, apparently, wanted (or needed) Carlin's 

ascend to insure a completely valid deed. The sale was also recorded on 18 

January 1881 in the same deed - Z4/478. 

On 15 January 1885 (E5/42) William S./Jane Roose of Washington, D.C., 

sold this land to Carrie B. Church of Herndon for $200. 

Mrs. Church simultaneously (15 January 1885) placed a lien on this 

land (E5/70) in order to pacify E.L. Garrett of Herndon; Garrett was 

worried about the $600 he lent Mrs. Church. She agreed to repay $200 on 1 

June 1886, $200 on 1 January 1887 and $200 on 1 June 1887. Things must 

have gone reasonably as planned for C.R. Bitzer, trustee, released this 

lien on 11 October 1887 (H5/17). 

Carrie B./M.E. Church sold the parcel to Charles H. Reed for $275 also 
~; 

:on-~l October 1887 (H5/18). 

Charles died on 25 May 1939 and through his will (WB20/391) left the 

land to his daughter Rose subject to the "life estate" of his wife Annie 

(that is, Annie owned part of it as long as she lived and then the entire 

land passed to Rose); Annie died sometime before 1943. On 30 September 

1943 (415/446) Rose Wilford Reed, unmarried, sold this land to Ernest 
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P./Catherine I. Chapman; the land was described as being 17,439 square feet 

(0.40 acres). 
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IIA2 : Apparently in exchange for Clark selling his interest in the above 

parcel, Lawrence/Susannah Hindle of Herndon sold their interest in an 

adjoining parcel of land to Benjamin W. Clark also on 20 July 1870 

(:N4J.326) • 
1'. 

a: begin 63 1/2 feet from the northeast corner of the "mill 

property now owned and occupied by said Clark and Hindle in 

copartnership ••• " , 

b: running to the south line of the mill property, 66 feet from 

the property's southeast corner, 

c: west with the mill property line 206 feet, 

d: north to the County Road, 

a: along the road 175 feet to the beginning. 

(approximately) 1.19 acres 

This land was bought by James Carlin after Clark went bankrupt; 

this was part of the arrangement in which he bought all of the 4 acres 

except for IIA1. See IIA3 for the events preceding this sale and the later 

history of the land. 

C-37 




IIA3: On 25 July 1870 (L4/421) Benjamin W./Matilda Clark of Dran~sville, 

agreed to a lien with Isaiah Bready as trustee in order to protect a debt 

of $550 they owed V.Y. Sears. The Clarks used their enti~e,~nterest in the 

~'acre mill proper-ty (that is the entire lot described in IIA2 and one half 
~-

interest in all of the rest of the 4 acres except for IIAI which Hindle 

owned) as collateral for this lien. The Clarks must not have been 

particularly good risks since Sears demanded an interest rate of 12%; Sears 

was wise since Clark went bankrupt. The release of this lien (U4/120) 

occurred after the bankruptcy proceedings. 

To add to this lien, Benjamin W./Matilda A. Clark, along with 

Lawrence/Susannah Hindle, all of Herndon, placed a lien on the "Herndon 

Mill Property" occupied by Clark and Hindle on 4 March 1872 (04/92) in 

order to secure a $500 debt owed George W. Bell. Isaiah Bready, as 

trustee, was to oversee the repayment of the debt, with 12% interest, 

within 1 year. The lien was released only after default occurred. 

On 16 July 1874 Benjamin W. Clark was adjudged bankrupt in the 

District Court of the United States for the Eastern District; the Court 

appointed John S. Fowler assignee for Clark on 4 September 1874; the Court 

then ordered Fowler and Isaiah Bready on 16 November 1874 to sell the land; 

these men held a public auction on 12 January 1875; James F. Carlin of 

,Fairfax County was the highest bidder; the Court approved the sale on 16 

February 1875; Carlin paid the $3150 he bid; Fowler and Bready conveyed 

ownership of the land to Carlin on 10 March 1875 (U4/120). 

There are three further comments that should be used to fill up more 

paper and which, incidentally, are reasonably relevant to this deed of 

sale: 
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• U4/120 explicitly refers to the two liens L4/421 and 04/92. 

Although the language is (to me) slightly ambiguous, it seems that Carlin 

accepted responsibility for the liens when he bought the land at the 

~uc;ion but chose to decline the option of receiving credit "for these liens 

'" 'gainst the $3150 selling price; rather, he chose to pay the entire $3150 

in cash and, consequently, to obtain the release of both liens. The deed 

does not mention that Hindle went bankrupt or that he defaulted on either 

deed; he must not have been too poor of a risk since he bought and sold 

land several times after this. On the other hand, he surely did not offer 

to accept full responsibility for the two liens and repay them in full, so 

. . .. 

o The deed is ambiguous in specifying the actual land 

transferred to Carlin; it merely describes the land as the "Herndon Hill 

Property," containing 4 acres. This clearly is in error since part of the 

land (IIAl) belonged exclusively to Hindle and had no lien on it; the 

ambiguity was eventually recognized for on 18 January 1881 (Z4/478) when 

the Hindles sold their land to William Roose, the deed of sale explicitly 

referring to the vagueness of U4/120 and even has Carlin sign the deed 

relinquishing to Roose any interest he might appear to have in the land. 

o no mention is explicitly made of Hindle. Presumably Clark 

went bankrupt and Hindle, who was also responsible for the lien of 04/92, 

did not choose (or could not) repay the loan himself; thus defaulted 

occurred. This is only inferred, for otherwise Hindle would have owned 

some part of the land along with Carlin (subsequent deeds are emphatic that 

C-39 




Carlin owns all of the land). Hindle, of course, defaulted only on the 

lands of IIA3 (the land under the lien of 04/92) while Clark defaulted on 

this plus the lands of IIAZ. Since the land of IIA1 was not subject to any 

Ji~n, Hindle reta~ned ownership. 

~ James F. Carlin, as a result of U4/120, owned all of the 4 acres 

Edward Donn bought from Summer Coleman except for the parcel sold to 

Lawrence Hindle (IIAl). George Howard made a plat of this land for James 

Carlin and divided the land into 10 parcels; this plat was never recorded 

or, more precisely, has not been found by the author amongst the Fairfax 

County records. 

To some extend the lack of this plat is slight annoying but esthetics, 

ego and the niceties of the chain of ownership require at a minimum an 

effort to reconstruct the boundaries of the 10 lots; so • . .. 

James F. Carlin died and left (Will Book 4/574) all of his land 

"(except certain real estate in Washington City, D.C.)" to his wife Martha 

J. Carlin "during her life and widowhood" and upon her death to his chil­

dren, Edwin R. Carlin (who died without children sometime between James' 

death and 1887 when the first sale of Carlin's land was made), George B. 

Carlin (married Kate W.), Mary E. Carlin, Nina V. Carlin (who married John 

S. Baker and moved to Beverly, Massachusetts between July 1896 and 1902), 

:~ames Frank Carlin (who married Estelle S.) and Emma W. Fulton (who married 

William F. Fulton sometime before 1887 and lived in Ellicott City, Mary­

land). Except for Emma and Nina, everyone lived in Alexandria, Virginia. 

When Edwin died without a will, his interest in the land descended to 

Martha and all of her surviving children; thus they all joined in all of 

the following sales. 
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Lot 1 James Carlin's heirs (wife plus children) sold lots 1 and 10 to 

; ) 
~ 

Welby C. Lang of Fairfax County for $100 on 1 January 1902 (6R/46).~ Since 

no specific bounds are given, the metes and bounds of 481/173 will be used. 

".". 
) Lot 1: 

a: begin at the northeast corner of lot 1 at a cement 

marker, the northwest corner of E.P. Chapman on the 

south boundary of Elden, 

b: with the north line of lot 1 and Elden N 89° 52' W 96.5 

feet to an iron marker and corner lots 1 and 2, now 

owned by R.C. Printz, 

c: S 00° 22' W 130.7 feet to iron marker on north boundary 

of a 20 foot alley, 

d: with lot 1 and the north line of the alley and p~rallel 

with lot 10 S 88° 49' E 98 feet to an iron marker and 

the intersection with Chapman, 

a: with lot 1 and Chapman N 00° 24' W 130.1 feet, where it 

passes an iron marker and then goes 1 foot more to the 

beginning 

12,658 square feet = 0.29 acres 

Lot 10: 

A: begin at an iron marker at the southeast corner of lot 

10 and corner Chapman and in the middle of a 20 foot 

alley known as Locust Lane, the lot of M. Waite Wilkins 

being on the south side of this point, 
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B: with lot 10 and the middle of Locust Lane N 89°55' W, 

passing an iron marker at 27.1 feet at First Stieet (a 

40 foot street) and its intersection with Locust Lane; 

then proceeding another 72.1 feet to an iron mar~er, 

corner lot 9 and 10, 

C: 	 with common line of 9 and 10 N 00° 22' E 122.2 feet to 

iron marker, south side of 20 foot alley, 

D: 	 with alley S 88° 49' E 98.7 feet to iron marker at 

intersection with Chapman and lot 10 (alley ends at this 

point), 

A: 	 with lot 10 and west line of Chapman S 00° 24' E 121.1 

feet 	to beginning. 

11907 square feet = 0.27 acres 

Both 	of these surveys were made by J.W. Burt on 25 February 1946. 

Welby C. Lang died and left this land to Virginia Lang Wilkins. 

Virginia and her husband M. Waite Wilkins then sold lots 1 and 10 to R.C. 

Printz on 15 March 1946 (481/173). 

Lot 2 Carlin's heir sold lot 2 to Courtney A. Hutchinson for $300 on 1 

February 1887 (G5/70). 

a: 	 begin at a point on the south side of the County Road 96 feet west 

of its intersection with the land of "Spofford and Church," 

[Carrie Church - IIA11. 

b: 	 west on County Road 96 feet to Spring St •• 
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c: south on Spring St 130 feet to a lane or alley 20 feet wide, 

d: east with the lane 96 feet, 

a: north and parallel with Spring St. 130 feet to the beginning 

..' .12,480 square feet = .29 acres 

~. 

Carlin's heirs also granted Courtney "the right of way over said road 

and street, and lane or alley in common with others entitled to use same." 

Not one to waste time (Mrs.) Courtney A. Hutchinson of Fairfax County 

accepted a lien on her land on the same day (1 February 1887) as the sale 

in order to secure Martha J. Carlin for a $300 loan (G5/72). Worth Hulfish 

of Alexandria released the lien on 27 October 1894 (S5/148) in his role as 

trustee. 

Courtney died and willed this land to her son Andrew G. Hutchinson. 

Andrew and his wife Lucy P. Hutchinson were enamored with liens (or was it 

that they were poor managers of money and were always in debt?) for they 

surely accepted many of them over the ensuing years: 

o 27 November 1896 (X5/508) to secure Joseph Broders of 

Alexandria for $780.06 (at 6% interest); C.C. Carlin, also of Alexandria, 

was the original trustee; he was replaced by Lewis H. Machen who released 

the lien on 25 July 1901 (H6/472). 

o 25 July 1901 (H6/471) to protect Laura R. Hanna from possible 

;~oss of her $600 loan. R. Walton Moore released the lien on 21 February 

1919 (J8/509) after the Hutchinsons had repaid the principal plus 6% 

interest. 

o 30 July 1902 (K6/246) to secure William R. Ward for a debt of 

$830 repayable in 2 years. Ward was a Court receiver appointed in the suit 
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of Otterback, etc. v. Bohrer; why/how the Hutchinsons became involved has 

not been researched. C. Vernon Ford was the trustee for this lien which 

actually encompassed several other parcels of land aside from lot 2; the 

lien was released on 1 August 1919 (M8/262). 
:~ 

f • 12 August 1913 (7Q/614) to secure a debt of $1500 (due in 1 

year with 6% interest) due W.T. Callar. W.F. Middleton released the lien 

on 1 May 1919 (K8/537). 

• 20 February 1919 (J8/512) to protect a $2000 loan by Josephus 

Carr; the money was due in one year at the Peoples National Bank of 

Leesburg. Cecil Conner was the trustee to oversee the transaction. The 

lien covered 2 parcels of land (lots 2 and 9) at the corner of Elden and 
, 

Spring which were "improved by a stone building and warehouse." This lien 

was released on 1 July 1927 (B10/7) for lot 9 and on 30 January 1934 

(L11/252) for lot 2. 

Lot 3 On 1 February 1887 (5J/630) James Carlin's heirs sold lot 3 to 

Charles H. Reed and Thomas E. Reed of Fairfax County for $250. 

a: 	 begin at a point on the south side of the County Road 222 feet 

west of its intersection with the lands of "Spofford and Church" 

and on the west side of a 30 foot wide street called "Spring 

Street," 

b: 	 west on County Road 90 feet, 

c: 	 south 130 feet to a lane or alley 20 feet wide, 

d: 	 east with alley 90 feet to "Spring Street," 

a: 	 north on "Spring Street" 130 feet to the beginning 

11,700 square feet = .27 acre 
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The Carlins also granted the Reeds the "right of way over said Road,and 

Street, and Lane or Alley, in common with others entitled to use the same. 

On 1 'June 1891 (K5/498) Charles H./Annie Reed of Fairfa,x County sold 

John H. Reed "all the Estate of the said Charles H. Reed as tenant in 
it 

COmmon with Thomas E. Reed . . ." for $200; the land was the same as the 

0.27 acres of 5J/630 (that is, lot 3). 

John W./Lucy G. Reed of Loudoun County sold their entire interest in 

lot 3 to Thomas E. Reed in 3 sales: 

• 9 May 1898 (C6/53) for $125 they sold the northern half of 

lot 3, 

o 11 January 1900 (G6/650) for $10 the 10 foot part of lot 3, 

o 6 February 1904 (P6/440) for $300 the southern part of lot 

3. Possibly the higher price for this part of lot 3 indicates that a 

building existed on this land; another hint might be the words that the 

sale was for a "parcel of land and premises" while the other deed merely 

refer to land and no premises. 

Thomas E. Reed died on 28 January 1918 and his wife Lillie R. Reed 

died on 27 March 1937 leaving this land to Ralph R. Reed and T. Edgar 

Reed. At the time of their deaths, Thomas and Lillie still owned the land; 

their sons sold the land after Lillie's death (549/132). 

Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 On 1 May 1896 (5Y/609) the Carlin heirs sold these four 

lots to Lillie L. Reed (wife of Thomas) for $400. The lots were described 

as being bound by E.L. Garrett on the west, by the County Road on the 

north, by Reed and Thompson on the east and by a "road on said plat running 

West from Spring Street as laid down on said plat" [i.e. Locust StJ on the 
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south. Since no specific dimensions are ever given for these lots, one can 
1 , 

only guess as to their boundaries; simply for the sake of something to 

guess at, the land sold in this deed will be arbitrarily divided into 

quarters and each quarter assumed to be one of the lots; this is not too 
i:. 

poor of an assumption considering the size and placement of the other lots 

of Carlin's subdivision. 

Thomas E. Reed died on 28 January 1918 and his wife Lillie R. Reed 

died on 27 March 1937 leaving this land to Ralph R. Reed and T. Edgar 

Reed. At the time of their deaths, Thomas and Lillie still owned the land; 

their sons sold the land after Lillie's death (549/132). 

Lot 8 On 8 July 1895 (H6/135) the Carlin heirs sold lot 8 to Lucy 

L~/Archie M. Thompson of Herndon for $200. Lot 8 was described as being on 

the "west side of Spring Street and is south of lot No.3 ...... 

Archie and Lucy placed a lien on lot 8 also on 8 July 1895 (U5/288) 

with Worth Hulfish of Alexandria as trustee. This lien made Martha Jane 

Carlin feel more comfortable that the Thompsons would repay the $175 (with 

6% interest) they owed her; $50 was due in 1 year and another $50 in 2 

years and $75 more in 3 years, all payable at the National Bank of 

Alexandria. The lien was released on 15 May 1901 (H6/204). 

Almost immediately (3 June 1901) the Thompsons sold lot 8 to Thomas E. 

Reed for $500 (H6/206). 

No specific metes and bounds are given but by knowing (guessing) where 

the other nine lots are, a reasonable guess can be made for lot 8; see the 

figure. 
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Lot 9 A.G. Hutchinson paid the Carlin heirs $225 for lot 9 of Jam.~s 

Carlin's subdivision on 10 July 1896 (G6/366). 

begin on the east side of Spring Street 150 feet south ·of Elden St 

and on the south side of an alley 20 feeet wide which separates 

this lot from lot 2, 

b: south on Spring 122 feet to Locust Lane, 

c: east on Locust 96 feet, 

d: north 122 feet to the alley, 

a: west, with the alley 96 feet to the beginning. 

11,712 square feet = 0.27 acre 

The sellers, as they did for other purchases of land adjoining the 

alley, granted to Hutchinson "the right of way over said road and street, 

and lane or alley in common with others entitled to use the same." 

As mentioned in the discussion of lot 2, Andrew G./Lucy G. Hutchinson 

were for some unresearched reason involved in the suit of Otterback etc v 

Bohrer and because of some association with the case placed a lien on 4 

parcels of their land (including lot 9) in order to secure a debt of $830 

due in 2 years to William R. Ward, receiver of the court. This lien placed 

30 June 1902 (K6/246) was released on 1 August 1919 (M8/262) by C. Vernon 

Ford, trustee. 

The Hutchinsons placed another lien on lots 9 and 2 on 20 February 

1919 (J8/S12) as part of their attempt to pacify the worries of Josephus 

Carr who was owed $2000 (due in 1 year) by the Hutchinsons. The lien 

describes the two lots as being improved by a "stone building and 
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warehouse." The lien 	on lot 9 was released on 1 July 1927 (BI0/7). _ 

The lien on lot 9 was released because Andrew and Lucy were selling 

the land to Benjamin B. Detwiler and wanted to convey a clear, title. The 

sile- occurred on 1 "July 1927 (BI0/7) and involved $1000. Included in this 
'"~. 

deed were the results of a new survey by John W. Burt made June 1927 and 

which found some errors in the earlier description of the land: 

a: 	 begin at "An, an iron marker at the intersection of a 20 foot 

alley with Spring Street, an original corner in the eastern 

boundary of Spring St and the south side of the alley, 

b: 	 with the east line of Spring S 5° 55' W 110 feet to Spring and 

Locust and "B" (all bearings calculated with respect to AB), 

c: 	 with the north line of Locust S 89° 08' E 111.8 feet to an iron 

marker in Locust and "c" (corrected), 

d: 	 N 1° 37' E 31.8 feet to an iron marker in W.C. Lang, 

e: 	 with the west line of Lang and the original line of tract N 00° 

12' E 75 feet to an iron market at the boundary of the alley with 

the boundary line, 

a: 	 with the south line of the alley N 87° 50' W 101.1 feet 

11/453 square feet = 0.26 acre 

Lot 10 	 see lot 1 
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lIB. On 30 December 1859 (C4/158) Sumner/Soprana L. Coleman of UI~ter 

County, New York,* sold one acre of land to Electra Lester of Fairfax 

County for $100. 

a: 	 begin at the junction of the Alexandria, Loudoun and 

Hampshire railroad with the County road leading from Frying 

Pan to Dranesville, 

b: 	 cedar stake, corner to John McKeldon 

(ba: with railroad, southeasterly direction 25 rods six 

feet), 

c: 	 stake and stone (cb: westerly direction along McKelden .16 

rods 8 feet 10 inches), 

a: beginning (ac: in northerly direction 17 rods 9 feet 8 

inches), 

(no acreage given) 

*In II A, C4/34, Sumner Coleman claimed to be from Fairfax County, 
while eighteen months earlier (C4/158) he is from Ulster County--he either 
moves around or the deeds are reasonably loose in referring to actual legal 
residence versus where the seller actually owns land. 
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Jacob M./Electa Lester of Fairfax County accept a lien on this la~d on 

4 April 1861 .(G4/293) in order to secure a $197.20 debt owed J. Newton 

Harper and Company; H. O. Claughton of Alexandria was appointeq trustee. 

The~lin.d on which the lien was placed was the one acre Lester bought from 
~. 

Coleman plus a piece of land purchased from E. W. Donn by "Jacob Lester 

fronting seven feet on the north line of aforesaid {i.e., one acre] lot and 

running south the length of the lot" (no deed has yet been found describing 

this transfer of ownership). "If there should be default for six months in 

the payment of the aforesaid note {dated 17 April 1861] computing from the 

date thereof • " CIa ugh ton is to sell land for cash at a public auction 

after advertising for 30 days in the Alexandria Gazette. The money from 

such an auction will go to defray the lien "after paying the costs of 

making and executing this trust including $2.25 for recording the deed and 

5% commission to the trustee." 

The only reason for including all of those words above was because, 

sure enough, Lester defaulted. The Fairfax County Circuit Court, in its 

June 1866 term, decreed in the suit of J. N. Harper v. J. M. Lester, that 

H. O. Claughton should auction the one acre plus the piece Donn transferred 

to Lester. The Court decreed that the sale should use the terms of 1/3 in 

cash at the time of the auction and the remainder in three equal payments 

due"in 1, 2, and 3 years; in addition, Hayes and Company should receive 

$197.20 plus interest from 19 April 1861 from the proceeds of the 

auction. The auction occurred on 19 November 1866 in front of the County 

Court House; R. B. Norment bought the land for $245. Norment then 

"disposed of the land to Madison Whipple" and Whipple actually paid the 

money. After this the Court approved the sale and ordered H. o. Claughton, 
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as commissioner, to transfer the land to Madison Whipple of Fairfax County; 

he did so on 16 January 1867 (G4/494). 

Sarah Jane Whipple loaned $600 to Madison Whipple* who theQ accepted a 

-
lIen on the land to secure the debt; this all happened on' 25 January 1867 

~-

(G4/535) and involved Benjamin Caywood as trustee. The lien was released 

on 30 October 1873 (Q4/170). 

Madison/Sarah J. Whipple of Washington, D.C., accepted another lien on 

the land on 17 February 1870 (L4/39) in order to secure a debt of $800 owed 

Elizabeth D. Sweetzer. The money was due within 18 months and was payable 

at the National Bank of Washington; it was paid and the lien was released 

on 17 June 1885 (E5/138); Moses J. Sweetzer acted as trustee. 

Now having really gotten into the "groove" of having liens, 

Madison/Sarah J. Whipple took out another; this one, dated 23 August 1871 

(N4/296), was to secure a debt of $416.24 owed John Summers of Washington, 

D.C. The money was due in three installments in 60, 90, and 120 days; the 

lien was released on 3 October 1873 (Q4/167). 

Just to prove how it was done, the Whipples took out a fourth lien! 

Many people have had four liens, but how many have had the four liens run 

concurrently?** (I did not realize one acre could be parlayed into such a 

sequence of mortgages). This fourth lien was to secure a debt of $1100 

-owed' James Hawes and 	was to be repaid in 11 installments of $100 each due 1 

January 1873, 1 February 1873 ••• , 1 November 1873. Matthew D. Hawes of 

* Why would a wife want a lien on land for a "loan" to her husband? 

** That is, a first, second, third, and fourth trust. 
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Washington served as trustee for this 16 November 1872 (P4/76) lien.* 1he 

lien was released 3 October 1873 (Q4/168). 

Finally tiring of this game, Madison/Sarah J. Whipple sold their one 

acre'lf.(plus strip from Donn) to Charles H. Moulton of Washington, D.C. for 

$500 on 25 September 1873 (Q4/ 171). The sale was "subject to incumberance 

of $600 due Elizabeth Sweetzer, wife of Moses Sweetzer" [L4/39]. 

Ah, but the Whipples were not quite finished creating interesting 

history for this parcel of land! Someone named Witmer (a creditor?) 

brought a suit against the Whipples in the Fairfax County Circuit Court. 

Thomas Moore was appointed commissioner of sale and sold the 1 acre at 

public auction in September 1880 to Elizabeth D. (wife of Moses F.) 

Sweetzer for $500. The Court approved the sale in June 1881 and appointed 

R.W. Moore to convey the land to Sweetzer; he did so on 17 June 188S 

(ES/138). This, although it is not stated, must also have cleared the lien 

of L4/39 since Elizabeth now owned the land and could easily (?) repay 

herself. What about poor Charles Moulton? The deed does not mention him, 

but I assume the court, during its proceedings, invalidated the sale to 

Houlton. Whether he got his money back or not is also not known; surely 

Moulton was an advocate of title insurance after this little episode. 

Elizabeth D./Moses Sweetzer of Parkersburg, W. Va. sold this 1 acre to 

Tholl'$.s Reed of Herndon for $6S0 on 23 September 1888 (HS/273). 

Reed, then a bachelor, placed a lien on the land on 23 September 1888 

(HS/274) in order to show good faith to Moses F. SWeetzer of Boston, Mass. 

(how Sweetzer was "of Parkersburg" on 23 September at the same time he was 

) 

* It seemed to be very common to use a relative (or, more precisely, a 
person with the same last name) as the trustee for liens. 
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"of Boston" is not at all obvious; there is some reasonable explanation •• 

• isn't there?) for a debt of $350 he owed SWeetzer. Reed promised to 

repay the money, along with 6% interest, at the offices of the:Adams 

Express Company of Herndon within one year. The lien was released on 29 
!:' ­

November 1889 (15/232). 
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IIBI On 10 May 1893 (05/477) Thomas E./Lilly Reed of Herndon conveyed 

the right of way to a strip of land to Alonzo Downing "for $10". 

The land was described as being a 6 foot wide strip of rand beg~nning 

~ the northeast side of the Reed land adjacent to the Washington and Ohio 

Division of the Richmond and Danville Railroad. The strip, extending 6 

feet in width, proceeds from Downings lot 7 of the Hindle subdivision 310 

feet northwest along the railroad" to a stone on the line of the company 

land, the distance of 40 feet southeast from the County Road and a further 

right of way extending the distance of 40 feet from the County Road [Elden 

St] to said stone as may be required for walk not to exceed 6 feet in 

width." This quote is from 1823/179 since its description is clearer than 

05/477; the land is definitely the same strip. The land is "to be used 

exclusively for a walk upon which trees and shrubbery may be planted." 

On 14 June 1950 (807/90) T. Edgar/Miriam L. Reed (son of Thomas) join 

Laura Y. Cope (owner of lot 7 of the Hindle-Williams subdivision) in 

granting the Town of Herndon a "right of way to lay, maintain, operate and 

remove sewer and water lines under, across and through strip of land" whose 

description is identical to 05/477; in fact explicit reference is made to 

) this being the same land as Reed sold Downing in 05/477. The deed states 

"Whereas T. Edgar Reed is the owner in fee simple of a certain tract of 

,land situate in the Town of Herndon and near the right of way of the 

Washington and Old Dominion Railroad, which tract of land is subject to a 

right of way for foot traffic identical to the strip of land hereinafter 

described. " 

Thus Thomas Reed sold a right of way on the surface and J. Edgar Reed 

sold a right of way under the surface. Just to be complete, T. 
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Edgar/Miriam L. Reed and Atala Reed (widow of Thomas' other son Ralph R.) 

sold the land to J. Berkeley/Sarah B. Green on 6 October 1959 (1823/179). 
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IIB2 Thomas E. Reed died on 28 January 1918 owning the following parcel 

of land; he left the land to Lillie L. Reed (his widow) and T. Edgar 
~ 

Reed, 

Jr., and Ralph R. Reed, his sons, and Marjorie B. Reed, his daughter. 

~rjorie died 10 March 1932 leaving all of her estate to he~ ~other. 

LIllie died on 27 March 1937 without a will; Ralph R. (and wife Atala) sold 

their interest in this land to his brother on 30 January 1946 (514/294). 

a: begin at an iron marker in the south boundary line of the original 

lot, the southwest corner of a lot partitioned therefrom, 

b: with the division line N 28° 02'E 165.4 feet to iron marker, 

c: N 42° 27' W 170.65 feet to iron marker at the northwest corner of 

the original lot in the south boundary of Elden 50 feet from 

center line of Washington and Old Dominion Railroad (44 feet right 

of way and a parcel of land extending along the west side 6 feet 

wide - IIB1), 

d: 	 with south line of Elden and original north line N 89° 52' W 24.6 

feet to iron marker, corner to Ernest P. Chapman (formerly C.H. 

Reed), 

e: 	 with original west line S 1° 20' E 270.5 feet to iron marker, 

a: 	 S 89° 55' E 58.8 feet to beginning 

24,150 square feet 

T. Edgar/Miriam L. Reed then sold the 24,150 square feet to J. 

Berkeley/Sarah B. Green on 18 August 1959 (1811/427). 
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IIB3: On 11 October 1945 (465/539) Ralph R./Atala Reed and T. 

Edgar/Miriam L. Reed sold a parcel of land to Robert Irving Arrington and 

Ge~rge Wesley Ritte~ (as in IIB3 the Reed brothers inherited this lan9 from 

t~ir parents). 
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! 

a: begin at iron marker, at the southeast corner of land and corner 

~: 

of lot 7 of adjoining (Hindle-Williams) subdivision, 
., 
" 

parallel with Washington and Old Dominion Railroad and 50 feet 

from the center of the right of way N 42° 27' W 198.15 feet to 

iron marker in east line of original lot, 

c: S 28° 02' W 165.4 feet to iron marker at south line of original 

lot and north line of lot 7 (Sue L. Whitmore), 

a: with lot 7 S 89° 55' E 210.8 feet to beginning. 

15,263 square feet 

) 
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III. On 1 January 1856 (X3/101) Thomas/Eliza Cox of Fairfax County sold 

approximately 192 acres to John C. McKeldon of Washington, D.C. for $6720 

with the explicit understanding that the land ". • • embraces the land 
~; ::- ,."... 

£
taken· by the railroad. • • ." (See Chapter K.) 

a: begin at planted stone in center of road leading from Frying 

Pan to Dranesville at the northwest corner of land now or 

formerly owned by John l-f. Donn, 

b: planted stone in center of said road (ba: N 29 1/20 E 22 

chains, 63 links), 

c: stake in center of said road and corner of Hauxhurst and 

Purdy (cb: N 86 1/40 E 31 chains, 94 links), 

d: corner of Hauxhurst and Purdy (de: S 15 3/4 0 W 4 chains, 70 

links), 

e: Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad (ed: N 86 1/4 0 E 

14 chains, 16 links), 

f: county road (fe: with railroad N 46 1/20 W 6 chains), 

g: planted stone corner to Jane Farr 

(gf: with county road N 86 1/40 E 5 chains, 16 links), 

h: planted stone, corner to C. Webster 

(hg: with line of Farr, S 32 1/40 E 17 chains, 3 links), 

i: stake, corner to J. M. Donn (ih: S 27 1/40 W 37 chains, 55 

links) , 

a: beginning (ai: with Donn N 62 3/40 W 54 chains, 83 links). 

192 acres 
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Following the usual pattern, John C. McKeldon placed a lien on this 

land on 1 January 1856 (X3/103) as security for the $3720 debt he owed Cox; 

John Hauxhurst acted as trustee. McKeldon was to pay his debt of $3720 as 

fellt>ws: $944 due 1 January 1857, t58, t59, t60, and t,61. No release for 

thfs lien has been found. 
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lIlA: On 18 August 1860 (F4/20) John C./~1ary McKeldon of Fairfax Cpunty 

sold 1.5 acres to Elizabeth J. Kitchen also of Fairfax. Elizabeth paid 

$100 for this parcel of land even though no specific metes aQQ bounds were 

-- given in the deed; the only description were the words that the land was 
!:. 

part of Thomas Cox's sale to McKeldon and that it "adjoined the lands of 

Daniel Calper, John R. Burr and others" and that it was "cut off from the 

main body of land by the Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad." This 

ambiguity, while slightly annoying will be used to the authors' advantage 

in the following discussion. A brief review of a map of Herndon suggests 

that Elizabeth's land must be the following: 
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'" ' 

The "only" weakness of this hypothesis is that the three parcels 

of land which lie between the railroad, Monroe St and Elden St only 

comprise 0.83 acres of land. Adversity generates ingenuity (i",e., a 

-'-ra~lonalization): since the metes and bounds are so vague in F4/20, the 

1.5 acre size could have meant the 0.83 acres plus the land dedicated to 

the railroad by Cox 1n 1856 - this is not unprecedented as reflected in 

Daniel Calyer's sale in Chapter B1 of 0.5 acres to the railroad in 1861. 

In Calyer's deed the metes and bounds, and therefore the 0.5 acres size 

explicitly includes land already sold to the railroad - the deed states 

that all of the land within the given boundaries not already sold are 

included in the sale, but never states which lands are already sold. _, For 

no compelling reason assume that the parcel sold Kitchen actually was sized 

using the center of the railroad right of way; since the western boundary 

of this triangular parcel is about 570 feet and the right of way 100 feet 

wide, 0.65 acres (570 x 50) of Elizabeth's land actually belonged to the W 

& O. Since 0.83 + 0.65 = 1.48 and this is close to 1.50 and since no other 

idea occurs to me, I'll assume this "logic" is correct. 
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IIlAI : On 24 May IS69 Elizabeth J. Kitchen wrote a will which was 

recorded in the May IS76 term of the Circuit Court (Will Book C2/240). In 

her will, Elizabeth left to her daughter, Catherine M. Hanna,- a· house and 

10t;de~scr1bed as adjoining on the south a lot willed to Elizabeth's other 

daughter, Nancy W. Slack and being bounded on the east by the property of 

Burr's heirs, on the southwest by the Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire 

railroad and on the north by Nancy W. Slack's lot. This is lot 1 of the 

above figure. 

Catherine died and left the land to her sole heir (and son) Charles N. 

Hanna (X6/273). Charles N./Mary Hanna of Polk County, Texas, sold the land 

to Benjamin F. McGuire for $1000 ($500 in cash and two installments due in 

1 and 2 years) on 22 July 1907 (X6/273). The land was described slightly 

differently: bounded on the west by Mary A. Vandersloot, on the south by 

the Washington & Old Dominion railroad and on the north by the County Road 

leading from Herndon eastwardly. 

Benjamin F. McGuire, unmarried, of Fairfax County placed a lien on 

this land on 24 July 1907 (X6/33S) in order to guarantee Charles Hanna that 

he would indeed repay the $500 (plus 6% interest) he promised in the deed 

of sale. The lien, with T.J. Kitchen as trustee, was released on 20 

September 1909 (marginal note of X6/33S) 

. :!i Benjamin F. /Virginia l-1cGui re sold the land to Mrs. Nina L. Cummins for 

$1000 cashon 15 December 1916 (CS/217). 

Nina L./Charles F. Cummins of Ballston, Va. then sold the land to J. 

Herbert/Mamie E. Bicksler for $1000 on 20 February 1920 (OS/522). 

The Bickslers resold the land to C.W./Annie Greear on 27 February 1920 

(OS/523) also for $1000. 
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The Greears sold to H.L./Lydia Andrews on 1 May 1925 (N9/223). 

A part of this land can be studied on 592/139. 

-, ­
\ 
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IIIA2: In her will, Elizabeth Kitchen also left a parcel of land (lot 2 

of above figure) to her other daughter, Mrs. Nancy W. Slack. Elizabeth 

must have had a definite opinion of her son-in-law since her will is 

explicit in stating that the land is "absolutely not to [be Q.wed in any 

pjirt] her husband;" Nancy willed her land to her children (and certainly 

not to her husband - were they divorced?) Elizabeth and John. 

John H. Slack, Jr., of Fairfax County sold all of his "right, title 

and interest in house and lot" on this land to Elizabeth H. Harrison (wife 

of Edward) for $200 on 5 April 1885 (5L/255). 

Elizabeth H./Edward M. Harrison and John H./Helena M. Slack of Fairfax 

County sold a house and lot to Naomi Hanna and Mary A. Vanderloot for $700 

on 25 October 1893 (5Q/363). The description of the land is vague, 'simply 

stating that it was the land willed by Elizabeth to her daughter Nancy and 

bounded by Mrs. Hanna and by Bicksler. If John sold his interest to 

Elizabeth in 1885, why did he join in this sale? Obviously for some reason 

someone suspected or believed he had some ownership of the land; but it is 

not at all clear what that ownership was. 

Mary A. Vanderloot, widow, sold her interest in the land to Ellen 

Hanna of Herndon on 17 December 1909 (E7/345). The land was described as 

being 0.36 acres, and, for the first time, a definite description of the 

land is given: 

a: begin at nAn, stone in the southeast corner of F.W. Huddleson, 

b: with Huddleson, S 61° 30' W 122.5 feet (all bearings calculated 

from "An), 

c: with the east line of the Southern Railroad S 20° 23' E 112 feet 
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to a point 60 feet at right angles from the center of the 

railroad, 

d: with the north line of B.F. Mcquire N 700 30' E 140 feet, 

a: N 29 0 W 133.2 feet to beginning -'. 

0.36 acre 

Ellen Hanna, unmarried, then sold the land to Bennie/Emily Mccarty 

·'for $100" on 18 July 1921 (U8/514). The deed does not state that Ellen is 

Naomi's daughter and heir, nor does Naomi have a will filed in Fairfax 

County. No further effort will be made to verify the assumption that Naomi 

died with Ellen as her sole heir. 
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IIA3: Elizabeth J. Kitchen sold one piece of this land to Henry Bicksler 

, , 
of Dranesville, Fairfax County for $175 on 25 November 1873 (Q4/256}. 

begin on 	the northeast line of the Washington and Ohio Rail.road~ 

) 	 ~ 
~" 	 where it intersects the south line of the County Road in Herndon, 

b: 	 east along the south line of the road to a point opposite to and 

south of the southeast corner of Bicksler's barn, 

c: 	 south along a line in the range of the east side of the barn to 

the northeasterly line of the railroad, 

a: 	 northwesterly along the railroad to the beginning 

In the law suit of J. H. Bicksler et al., v. W. H. Gunnell and wife 

and others, the Court decreed that George C. Dulen and R. H. Moore be 

appointed commissioners to sell the real estate of Henry Bicksler, 

deceased. After John H. Hurst of Fairfax County paid $325, the Court 

approved the sale of the land to Hurst in its November 1886 session and 

appointed R. H. Moore to transfer the land to Hurst; he did so on 3 January 

1887 (5F/450). 

On 9 September 1914 (U7/206) Alice V. Brown Wrenn, executrix of J.M. 

Hurst (Will Book 5/325) sold this land with a house in which Wrenn then 

lived (Hurst's daughter?) to Edith P. Fitzhugh and Lelia Nixon Fitzhugh 
~. 

~sisters). The deed states that Alice will remain in the house until 1 

October 1914 but will pay rent to the Fitzhughs for the month of September. 

On 9 September 1914 (U7/207) Edith P. and Lelia N. (both unmarried) 

placed a lien on this land in order to protect J.H. Wrenn's $210 loan. 

They agreed to repay the money within 2 years and asked Cecil Conner to act 
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as trustee. The lien was released on 24 November 1919 (marginal note of 

U7/207). 

Lelia obtained complete ownership of the land through inheritances 

following the death of her brothers and sisters, Edith P. Fitzhugh (1915),
--. 
lorman J. Fitzhugh (1928) and Edmond Newman Fitzhugh (1937). She then died 

and Allan L.C. Newman, her administrator, sold the land to Thomas R. Buell 

on 2 July 1959 (1787/194). 
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IIIB. John C./Mary McKeldon sold 190 acres more or less to Ulysses Ward 

of Washington, D.C., for $10,000 on 9 May 1866 (G4/382). 

a: planted stone in center of road from Frying Pan to 

Dranesville at NW corner of land now or formerly owned by 

John M. Donn, 

b: planted stone in center of said road (ba: N 29 1/2 0 E 22 

chains, 63 links), 

c: stake in center of road, corner to Hauxhurst and Purdy 

(cb: N 86 1/40 E 31 chains, 94 links), 

d: another corner Hauxhurst and Purdy 

(de: S 15 3/40 W 4 chains, 70 links), 

e: Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad 

(ed: N 86 1/40 E 14 chains, 16 links), 

f: (fe: with railroad S 46 1/2 0 E 13 chains), 

g: planted stone corner to C. Webster 

(gf: S 32 1/40 E 1 chain, 25 links), 

h: stake and stone corner to John M. Donn 

(hg: S 27 1/4 0 W 37 chains, 55 links), 

a: beginning (ah: with Donn, N 62 3/4 0 W 54 chains 83 links), 

190 acres, more or less. 

) 
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IllBl. Ulysses/Susan Ward sold one acre, more or less to A. M. Whitcomb 

of Fairfax County for $100 on 10 October 1867 (14/20). 

" 
a: begin at stake in center of road leading from Frying Pan to 

Dranesville, which is a corner of land owned now by Clark and 

formerly by Hauxhurst and Purdy, 

b: south line of Clark (ba: with western line of Clark S 15 3/4 0 

W 310 feet), 

c: (cb: S 86 1/4 0 W 96 feet), 

d: center of aforesaid road (de: N 3 3/4 0 E 293 feet), 

a: beginning (ad: N 86 1/4 0 E 202 feet), 

1 acre, more or less. 
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Alexander M./Frances Whitcomb of Washington, D.C. sold this 1 acre to 

l , Enos Garrett for $350 on 1 July 1868 (14/320). 

\ 
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IIB1a On 8 July 1872 (Q4/117) Enos L./Louisa Garrett of Herndon sold a 

piece of land to George Gross of Erie County, New York for $100. The land 

was described as being "all that land in Township of Dranesville, Fairfax 
., 

.. CDu~ty 	near Thornton Station [Reston], and known as the northeast co~ner of 
-
i' 	 ,0tne lot 	said Garrett now owns and occupies . . .. 

a: 	 begin at the northeast corner of the lot on the County Road on the 

south side of the road, 

b: 	 west on the south line of the road to a point in a straight line 

with the east sill of Garrett's wagon shop, 

c: 	 in straight line with sill south to east line of Garrett, 

a: 	 north on the east line to the beginning 

Although no size for the land is given, latter deeds fix the size 

as 30 square feet (0.00669 acres). In addition to selling these 30 square 

feet (why so small a parcel - for access?) Garrett also agreed that on the 

north side of his lot next to the County Road there will be "left open to 

pass upon 4 feeet which while said Garrett owns and occupies said lot and 

shop," also "Gross is to have the right to take off the ewes on the 

easterly side of said shop and put on an ewe troth on said shop .. " 

George Gross died and left all of his land to his wife, Annie Virginia 

Gross and her heirs; his wife was appointed trustee (Will Book G2/211, 21 

March 1893). 
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Annie V. Barnes (wife of Hiram B.) sells this land to L.D. Garr~tt,* 

Jr., and J.S. Garrett on 2 October 1902 (C7/103). Annie must have 

remarried after Gross' death. 

:. -: J. Serrill/Dora H. Garrett and Levi D./Mary H. Garrett, all of Los 
<: 

Angeles, sell this land to William H. Beavers of Herndon for $50 on 16 

January 1907 (C7/104). 

William Beavers dies and, according to his will of 28 June 1899, 

leaves all of his land to his wife Ida (Will Book 6/401). 

Ida M. Beavers of Falls Church, Va, then sells these 30 square feet to 

Vernon C. Cockeri11e for $850 (yes $850!!) on 30 March 1920 (8P/323); that 

is $28 per square foot! 

Vernon C./Emma C. Cockeri11e of Herndon then sell the land to Ben 

Middleton of Floris, Fairfax County on 8 January 1925 (K9/394). 

Ben died and left this land (Will Book 16/230) to John/Elizabeth B. 

Middleton, William D./Sarah P. Middleton and Edna L. Middleton 

(unmarried/who sold the land to T. Edgar and Ralph R. Reed on 4 March 1942 

(VI4/68). 

Returning to the main parcel of land, Enos L./Louisa Garrett placed a 

lien on the 1 acre (less 30 square feet, of course) on 26 May 1884 (D5/271) 

in order to secure a debt of $200 due Benjamin Middleton. M. E. Church was 

aypointed trustee to insure that the money was repaid within two years; the 

lien was released on 18 February 1901 (see margin of D5/271); why the 

release was not recorded until 17 years later is unknown. The deed 

indicates that a house did exist on the property in 1884. 

* The deed writes JARRETT. 
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The Garretts accepted a second trust on their land on 29 March 1890 
-, 

(15/493) in order to secure a further debt of $400 owed Ben Middleton. 

They agreed to repay the loan in less than 4 years and accepted C.R. Bitzer 

': a~ ~~ustee. This lien was also released on 18 February 1901 (margin of 
!r 

157493) • 

Enos L./Louisa Garrett accepted another lien on their one acre on 29 

May 1901 (H6/190) as a guarantee to protect Rachael A. Little from the 

possible loss of the $400 debt the Garretts owed her; they promised to 

repay the debt within 3 years. Brook Middleton was appointed trustee, but 

he assigned the deed to S. A. Little who released it on 27 October 1917 

(see marginal note of H6/190) - just as with the earlier liens, the 

Garretts cannot seem to get liens released very quickly. 
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IIIB1b. Enos L./Louisa Garrett sold part of their 1 acre to J. S. and L. 

D. Garrett (known as "J. S. Garrett and Brother") of Herndon for $700 on 27 

April 1903 (H6/470): 

a: begin at a point in the center of the County road or Elden 

Street in line with the "east side of blacksmith shop now on 

the premises," 

b: (ba: with center of road, west 70 feet), 

c: center of drain or ditch 58 feet west of T. E. Reeds line 

(cb: south 95 feet), 

d: Reed's line (dc: east with center of ditch 58 feet), 

e: point in line with east side of blacksmith shop 

(ed: northeast with Reed 23 feet), 

a: beginning (ae: with east side of shop, 77 feet), 

6284 square feet. 
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IUB1c On 1 November 1916 (B8/544) the Garretts sell some of this land to 

Alice P. McDonald and Annie E. Brown for $1000. The land is described as 

the land on "the southeast corner of Locust Ave and Center St, bounded on 
. " 

.-.thEi east by T.E. Reed and on the north by E.L. Garrett • . • measuring as 
~. 

follows 110 feet on the east, 96 feet on the south, 110 feet on the west 

and 138 feet on the north • • If this land were a simple trapezoid the 

area would be about 12,695 square feet. 
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IIIBld On 25 April 1922 (XS/332) the Garretts sell all of the remain}ng, 
) 

\. land from their 1 acre purchase from Whitcomb to George A. Williams. 

~. 

) 
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111B2. Ulysses Ward died; his widow, Susan E. Ward, along with James ~ 

Thomas Ward, John B. Ward and Samuel Normenh (executors of Ward's estate) 

sold the land described in G4/382, except for the one acre of ~4/20, to 

c~rt{s J. Gilbert of Milford, Delaware, for $13,000 on 10 June 1868 

(14/399). 
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IIIB2a. Curtis J./Anna Eliza Gilbert of Herndon sold 24 acres, more or _ 

less, to Lawrence Hindle of Herndon on 6 June 1872 (04/380) for $1,524. 

begin at southwest corner of B. W. Clark's mill yard, 

b: stake, corner (ba: S 17° W 10 chains, 60 links), 

c: stake, corner in Curtis Burton's line (cb: N 84° E 26 chains, 

14 links), 

d: M. Whipple's corner, a stake and stone (de: along southwest 

line of Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad, 

N 46° W 12 chains, 50 links), 

a: beginning (ad: S 86 1/4° W), 

24 acres. 
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On 24 July 1872 (04/382) Lawrence/Susanna Hindle accepted a lien on 

several properties that they owned in order to provide some legal assurance 
-, 

to Lyman Peck, Jr., that they would repay the $3500 (at 7% interes~) they 
.:: . 

owed h~'within 2 years. The 24 acreS they had bought from Curtis Gilbert 

was one of these several tracts; Thomas Moore of Fairfax County acted as 

trustee. Lyman Peck died and Rufus Peck became his executor while Lawrence 

Hindle also died before the lien was payed off; R. W. Moore became his 

executor. Thus on 7 April 1890 (15/490) Rufus Peck authorized Thomas 

Moore, trustee, to release the lien of 04/382 to R. W. Moore, executor of 

Lawrence Hindle. 

Lawrence Hindle died still owning these 24 acres; as part of process· 

for settling his estate, the County Court, on 15 November 1886 appointed 

Charles Day, Isaiah Bready and J. Luther Bowers appraisers to evaluate the 

items of Hindle's estate (WB E2/333). The 24 acres are listed in these 

men's inventory and is valued, by them, at $2400. Hindle, in his will 

(Will Book E2/296, 13 July 1886) appointed R.W. Moore as his executor; 

Moore sold the land to George A. Williams* sometime before 15 May 1890. 

The only reference that has been found to this sale is 15/590 (15 May 

1890); this does not read as if it is the actual deed of transfer but it 

might serve as such. One intriguing aspect of this deed (whose main 

* 15/590 states (or implies that Moore sold the land to Williams, who then 
subdivided it. This apparently is not totally correct. In R.W. Moore's 
final account of Hindle's estate in September 1980 (Will Book F2/208), he 
includes a line "By cash sale of lot to Dyer & Williams on a/c 
[$]1051.75." This coupled with the deed J5/534 in which Dyer buys 7.14 
acres from Moore alone (this is the only sale in which Williams does not 
join in the sale), strongly suggests that Moore sold 16.86 acres to 
Williams and 7.14 acres to Dyer. This "technicality" will not be stressed 
and, except for a footnote, here and there, ignored. 
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purpose, I believe, is to convey some of Hindle's land to Martha Car1in-­

see IIIB2a1, below) is if Williams already owned the land, why must:Moore 

also sign the deed along with Williams? The deed states "••• whereas in 

pursuance of an understanding and arrangement between thesa~d Moore and 

Williams, the said Moore now approves the said sale, and unites with the 
~~ 

said Williams to convey the title of said lots. • • • Moore, as will be 

noticed below, joins with Williams in almost all of the sales of parcels of 

this land.* 

George A. Williams subdivided these 24 acres into 12 lots and then 

sold them (15/590): 

, 
/ 

* This seemingly odd circumstance may be explained by Moore's final 
account of Hind1es estate filed in September 1890 (Will Book F2/208). 
Among the entries is the notation "By cash sale of lot to Dyer & Williams 

.9n a/c [$]1051.75." Possibly "a/c" means on account and Williams agreed to 
pay Moore (and therefore Hindle's estate) in some form of installments; 
until he repaid the entire sale price, Moore still "owned" a part interest 
in the land and had to join in each sale, just to release Williams from 
"his lien" if for nothing else. Presumably the sale to Dyer refers to lots 
Band C discussed below. If this is true, notice that Williams paid 
$623.13 ($1051.75 of F2/2081ess $428.62 of J5/534) for 12 acres (see below 
for why use 12 and not 16.86 acres) (about $51.93) per acre) as compared to 
the $1686 ($100 per acre) that the land is appraised for - a good deal! 
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"Lots 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8 contain one acre, counting from the center 

of the streets; 

Lots 4, 7, 9 contain slightly less. 

Plat A, to center of street, contains about 3 acr~s~ 

~ Plat B, to wire fence, 2 a[cres], 3 r[oods], 23 poles; 

Plat C, beyond the wire fence, 4 1/4 acres, both [B and C] 

calculated to the center of Spring Street: 

From a to b 21 p[oles], 16 l[inks]: c to d, 36 p[oles], 10 

l[inks], e to f, 31 p[oles], 4 l[inks]. The streets are 40 feet 

wide. [The survey was done by] James B. Machen, C[ounty] 

S[urveyor] Feb. 1, 1890." 

Notice that according to Machen's survey the total area of this 

land is about 19.14 acreS and not 24 acres. Since the lot sizes appear to 

include the streets, I must guess that Machen's survey simply found an 

error of almost 5 acres in the size of the land. 
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Lot 1: On 2 June 1890 (J5/505), R. W. Moore, executor of L. 

) Hindle, and George A. Williams sold lot 1 of the Williams subdivision to J. 

W. Taylor, B. H. Bready and George A. Williams as trustees of the Sweet 
., 

Hom~ Lodge of Good Templars at Herndon; the land was "to be held by them 

for~the use and purpose of said organization"--whatever that means. 

On 4 June 1926 the Circuit Court of Fairfax appointed H.W. Blanchard 

commissioner to sell this land at a public auction or through a private 

sale and to apply the proceeds to assist Herndon in securing a water supply 

or "if that be not feasible to a public Library or some other public 

improvement." The deed does not give any specifics as the cause of the 

Court involvement and the author was too lazy to search out the court 

records. Possibly, as with church land, the Lodge's bylaws and the laws of 

Virginia required court approval for the sale of the land. 

Whatever the reason, Blanchard sold the land to the Herndon 

Fortnightly Club and Library Association·on 5 July 1926 (U9/97). The deed 

includes the paragraph "Now, in as much as ••• Herndon has since the 

rendition of the 1st decree [4 June 1926] secured and has now a water 

supply • and in as much as party of second part [Herndon Fortnightly 

Club] is maintaining a library in rented quarters • • • and second party 

desires to build a library building on part of the said lot and sell the 

other part thereof and to use the proceeds of said sale for the erection of 

a library building The Fortnightly Club did construct a library 

which is still in use as a library. 

Lot 2: On 15 May 1890 (15/590) R. W. Moore, executor of Lawrence 

Hindle and George A. Williams sold lots 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, and 9 to Martha J. 

Carlin for $540; the money was paid to Williams. In addition Williams 

C-96 



agrees in order that she may have the full benefit of saidft ••• 

subdivision • • ... to actually open or cause to be open, graded, worked; 

and put in good condition for the passage of persons and vehicles the said 

streets [on the plat] and each of them, not later than one month..,.from • . . 
[15 l18Y -1890] ... 

~-

Martha, of Alexandria, sold this land to Thomas E. Reed for $900 on 7 

January 1903 (06/33). 

Thomas E./Lillie L. Reed sold these lots as follows: 

lot 2: for $325 to Hugh B. Hutchison of Herndon on 27 February 

1908 (Z6/1908) 

lot 3: "for $10" to T. Edgar Reed* on 27 May 1927 (110/539) 

lot 4: for $350 to C.N. Florance on 1 October 1909 (17/64) 

lot 5: for $300 to H.P. Waite on 8 December 1903 (06/417) 

lots 8 and 9: - east half fronting on Third Street were sold to 

George W./Alpha C. Gaither on 1 May 1912 (07/298) 

- west half fronting on Second St to B.L./Dora Lanham Parrott on 1 

May 1912 (M7/563). 

Lot 2 - see lot 1 

Lot 3 - see lot 1 

Lot 4 - see lot 1 

Lot 5··'- see lot 1 

* Actually Thomas died in 1918 leaving Lillie L. (widow), Marjorie B. 
(daughter), Ralph R. (son) and T. Edgar (son) as heirs. This sale is 
actually from Lillie, Marjorie (unmarried) and Ralph (unmarried) to T. 
Edgar. 
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Lot 6: George A. Williams sold lot 6 of his subdivision to H.H. 

Butler but before the deed was recorded, Butler sold the land to Henry 

Strauss for $100. To legalize all of this maneuvering, R. W. Moore, 

executor of L. Hindle, George A. Williams, and H. H. Butler on 3 june 1890 
-., 

sold ~t 6 to Henry Strauss on 3 June 1890 (J5/87). 

Henry/Emma Strauss sold lot 6 to A. J. Downing on 31 May 1892 (M5/389) 

for $150. Downing paid $75 in cash and agreed, in the form of a lien 

written into the deed, to pay $37.50 on 1 September 1892 and $37.10 on 1 

December 1892; the lien was released on 1 December 1892 (N5/5S0). 

Apparently H. H. Butler's interest in the land was not completely 

) eliminated in J5/87 since he "sold" his interest in lot 6 to Downing on 14 

July 1893 (PS/60) for "$1." 

On 31 August 1893 (PS/191) Alonzo J. Downing of Herndon placed a lien 

) on lots 6 and 7 (see I11B2a6 for lot 7's enthralling history) of the 

Williams subdivision in order to secure a loan of $2000 he owed the 

Washington National Building and Loan Association. Downing agreed to pay 

$16 per month starting 13 August 1893 and to repay the debt within 84 

months at 6% annual interest. Josiah C. Stoddard and Addison G. DuBois, 

both of Washington, D.C., acted as trustees; the lien was released on 31 

January 1894 (QS/llS). 

Having done so well the first time, Downing decided to try again--but 

'" for al~rger amount. On 31 January 1894 (PS/117) Downing placed another 

lien on the land to secure a $4000 debt (at 6% with $32 per month as 

payments and the total due within 84 months) owed the National Building and 

Loan Association. Stoddard and DuBois were, as usual, the trustees; the 

lien was released on 28 September 1894 (RS/431). 
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Why not three? On 28 September 1804 (R5/432) A. J. Downing placed 

another lien on lots 6 and 7; this lien was for $2600 (at 6% and due within 

3 years) and was organized to protect the investment of J. J. Darlington. 

R. Walton Moore acted as trustee and released the lien on 7 October 1899 

(1l.6t368) • 

Three was enough--A. J. Dowping of Herndon sold lots 6 and 7 to W. T. 

Callar on 2 October 1899 (D6/362); the sale price was not given. 

On 4 June 1907 (X6/6) W. T. Callar, widower, placed a lien of $600 (at 

6%) on the land in order to secure Brook Middleton the money he was owed. 

The money is due in 3 years and Ben Middleton and W. F. Middleton were 

appointed as trustees. The deed mentioned that these two lots "known as 

the Downing Property, [were] improved by frame dwelling," i.e., a house 

existed. The procedure if default occurred is a trifle interesting--the 

land was to be auctioned after advertising for one month in a Fairfax 

County paper; the terms of sale were enough cash to "defray the expenses of 

executing this trust, including a trustee's commission of five per cent, 

the fee for drawing and recording this deed, if then unpaid, and to 

discharge the amount of money then payable upon the said note and if there 

be any residue • • • payable at such time and secured in such manner as . . 
• [Callar] direct[s], or, in case of failure to give such direction, at 

such time and in such manner as the said trustees shall think fit." The 

l~en was released on 29 March 1912 (see margin of X6/6). 

W.T. Callar remarried sometime before 26 March 1912 when he and his 

wife Orpha A. Callar placed another lien on these plots (still called lots 

"6 and 7 of subdivision of the Hindle land") with W. F. Middleton as 

trustee (M7/55). The Callars owed Mary A. Van Deusen $1000 and agreed to 
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repay her within 3 years at 6% annual interest. The lien was released on 

15 June 1915 (X7/84). 

On 12 August 1913 (Q7/611) William T./Orpha A. Callar of Herndon sold 

lots 6 and 7 to Andrew G. Hutchinson of Herndon for $4000 plus the 

a~sQmption of the lien of M7/55. 
~~ 

£, 
This deed has two significant errors; according to the deed .. . . . 

lots numbered six (6) and seven (7) • • • of the Hindle land • • • being 

the same which was conveyed to the said W. T. Callar • by Henry Strauss 

and wife, dated May 31st 1892 ••• Liber M No. 5 page 389 ••• and by 

deed of Williams ••• April 1st, 1902 • • • Liber M No. 5 page 203. . . . 
The deed references are correct but the sellers and dates are completely 

wrong: Strauss sold to Downing in M5/389 who then sold to Callari Williams 

sold to Downing in M5/203 (1 April 1892) who later sold to Callar. 

Regardless of this error in referencing the chain of ownership, the 

Callars clearly owned the land and obviously were legally able to sell the 

lands to Hutchinson; the deed is absolutely definite as to which parcels 

are being sold even if its history is in error. A.G./Lucy P. Hutchinson, 

possibly totally unaware of this minor discrepancy, were the "correct" 

people to buy the land - they had the Downing penchant for liens!. They 

immediately placed a lien on these lots on 12 August 1913 (Q7/613) in order 

to secure Orpha A. Callar for a debt of $1500 (at 6% interest) which they 

p,Fomised to repay within 3 years. The release of the lien took slightly 

longer than 3 years, but W.F. Middleton, the trustee, finally was able to 

record the release on 14 September 1925 (P9/71). 

Merrily moving upward (downward?) the Hutchinsons placed a second lien 

on lots 6 and 7 on 19 June 1915 (X7/85). This lien, with W.F. Middleton 
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again as trustee, was organized to appease the (legitimate as it turns out) 

worries of J.J. Darlington over a $1000 due (with 6% interest) owed bim 

within one year by Andrew and Lucy. As part of this lien, Orpha Callar 

.l!Sreed to make her lien subordinate to Darlington's - .I.e. hers becO:mes a 
~-
§econd trust. The lien was released on 22 October 1925 (marginal note of 

X7/85). 

Not wanting to remain idle, the Hutchinsons placed a third lien on 

lots 6 and 7 (plus 126 acres in Loudoun county) on 15 September 1925 

(P9/72). This lien was directed to satisfy the financial concerns of 

Josephus Carr who was owed $5000 (with 6% interest) in one year by the 

Hutchinsons. W.H. Martin, as trustee, never had the pleasure of releasing 

the lien - the Hutchinsons defaulted. As a curiosity, the errors in the 

chain of title first noted in Q7/611 still are carried in the deed; 

apparently the searches of titles never caught this, an omission no modern, 

sophisticated title company would, of course, ever make; but then if this 

is true, why buy title insurance ••• ? 

The Hutchinsons defaulted; W.H. Martin enforced the terms of the lien 

by advertising an auction, and auctioning (according to p9/72 this should 

have occurred at the Loudoun County Court House, Leesburg although Wll/138 

does not say where the auction occurred) the land at a public auction. 

~ruce McIntosh, acting as trustee for Josephus Carr bought the land for a 

$3000 bid. W.H. Martin, "at the request of Josephus Carr" conveyed the 

land to Bruce McIntosh on 7 June 1935 (Wll/138) with the following trusts: 

"(I). To rent the said property on such terms as he may deem 

best, and collect the same. 

(2). To payout of rentals all taxes, insurance, or other 
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c} 

expenses for repairs and upkeep. 

(3). To sell and convey the said property, publicly or 

privately, 'upon such terms as he deems proper, and to execute, acknowledge 

and deliver a deed therefor; when the terms of sale are complied wit~, and 

rie shall have the right to sellon such terms of credit as he may deem 

proper and secure the deferred instalments by lien on the real estate. 

(4). To sell and convey any part of said property as building 

lots, upon such terms and conditions as he deems proper. 

(5). And he shall hold in trust, the surplus proceeds of all 

rentals, after expenses are paid, and the surplus, less expenses, of any 

sale made, for the benefit of Josephus Carr or his Assignees, and 

distribute the same to the parties entitled in due proportions. 

(6). And he shall be paid five percent (5%) on rental or sale 

receipts for the faithful performance of his duties in this regard. 

(7). To convey the said property at the request of Josehus Carr 

or his Assignees, to whomsoever he or they may by writing direct, if sale 

is not made by the Trustee, Bruce McIntosh. 

(8). And the said Trustee, Bruce McIntosh, shall at intervals 

render an accounting of his acts and doings to parties in interest." 

Presumably the fact that Carr bought the land in effect releases the lien 

of P9/72. Otherwise Carr would hold a lien on land which he owns and 

holding a lien against your own property is not much in the way of 

security, ~o in effect Carr repaid the lien to himself. 

Lot 7: George A. Williams did interesting things--he apparently 

"liked" to sell land to someone who, before the deal was recorded, would 

sell it to someone else. R. W. Moore "sold, according to the will of 
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Lawrence Hindle ••• 24 acres ••• to George A. Williams"; Williams 

contracted to sell lot 7 to A. M. Thompson who, before the sale occurred, 

sold the land to Alonzo J. Downing for $125. To legalize this, George A. 

Williams, A. M./Lucy Thompson, and R. W. Moore signed a deed~ransferring
- ~ 


b.he ownership of lot 1 to A. J. Downing on 1 April 1892 (M5/203). As part 

of this deed, the four sellers reserved a lien of $75 on the land until 

Downing repaid the money. He was to pay $37.50 in 9 and 15 months at the 

Peoples' National Bank of Leesburg. The lien was released on 20 June 1893 

(marginal note to M5/203). 

For the further adventures of Lot 7 see lot 6. 

Lot 8 - see lot 1 

Lot 9 - see lot 1 

Lot A: On 8 January 1891 (J5/641) R. W. Moore as executor for 

Lawrence Hindle sold parcel A to George A. Williams for $180; Williams then 

sold the land to Alonzo J. Downing for $200.70. This deed also places a 

lien on this land in order to secure a debt of $200.70 Downing owes 

Williams (this is a real case of buying real estate with absolutely no 

money down!); he agreed to repay the debt, with interest, in 3 equal 

payments due on 1 March 1891, -2, and -3. The lien was released on 6 March 

1893 (marginal note of J5/641). 

o A.J. Downing sold parcel A to J.J. Darlington on 28 March 
I; 

.1893 (05/181) for $860 (the sale actually included this land plus 6 more 

acres which are discussed in IIIB3b). The part of parcel A that was not 

sold Darlington was a "small triangle of plat A which lies north of Butler 

St.". 

After Darlington's death the National Savings and Trust Company was 
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appointed trustee for Darlington's estate (Will Book 9/353); the bank sold 

\, , 	
this land to Bert C./Elizabeth S. Sasher for $5000 (the sale actually was 

for all of parcel A on 9 May 1947 (551/261) as well as the 6 other acres 

m~~t;oned above). 

i • On 5 May 1894 (R5/39) Downing sold Darlington this remaining 

triangular piece of parcel A "for $1." This land was described in detail 

as: 

, 
,I 
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a: begin at a point on the east side of Third St and the north side 

of Butler St, 

b: north with east side of Third 130 feet to the railroad, 

...c: southeast along the railroad 174 feet to a point in line witn the 

north side of Butler St, 

a: west 117 feet to beginning 

1/8 acre 

This land was also sold to Sas~r in 1947. 

Lots Band C: On 17 November 1890 (J5/534) R. W. Moore, executor 

of Lawrence Hindle* sold lots Band C (7 acres 23 poles - 7.14 acres) to 

Elisha Dyer for $428.62. The land was described as all of the land Curtis 

Gilbert sold to Lawrence Hindle "west of the center line of Spring Street." 

Elisha/Mildred H. Dyer of Herndon then sold this 7 acre, 23 pole 

parcel of land to Benjamin W. Clark of Washington, D.C., for $600 on 19 

November 1890 (K5/171). Let's see ••• $171.38 profit in two days or 40% 

return in two days • • • on an annual basis • • • huge return! 

* This seemingly odd circumstance may be explained by Moore's final 
account of Hindles estate filed in September 1890 (Will Book F2/208). 
AlnQ'ng the entries is the notation "By cash sale of lot to Dyer & Williams 
on 'a/c [$]1051.75." Possibly "a/c" means on account and Williams agreed to 
pay Moore (and therefore Hindle's estate) in some form of installments; 
until he repaid the entire sale price, Moore still "owned" a part interest 
in the land and had to join in each sale, just to release Williams from 
"his lien" if for nothing else. Presumably the sale to Dyer refers to lots 
Band C discussed below. If this is true, notice that Williams paid 
$623.13 ($1051.75 of F2/208 less $428.62 of J5/534) for 12 acres (see below 
for why use 12 and not 16.86 acres) (about $51.93) per acre) as compared to 
the $1686 ($100 per acre) that the land is appraised for - a good deal! 
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This "spectacular" profit must have affected Clark because on 19 

November 1890 (J5/535)* he placed a lien on his 7.14 acres in order to 

convince R. W. Moore, trustee, that Clark would repay a debt of $500 by 19 

NOvember 1891. Clark repaid the money and the lien was released on 20 

March 1893 (Q5/83). 

Benjamin probably got married in 1891-1893, since the deeds before 

1891 refer to him alone while on 25 September 1893 (P5/293) Benjamin W. 

Clark of Washington, D.C., sold the 7.14 acres to his wife Louisa Miller 

Clark for $700. Why charge a wife for land--quite a dowry! 

Maybe the strain of husband-wife finances was too severe, for Louisa 

Miller Clark and "husband, Benj [amin] W. Clark" of Washington, D.C., sold 

the land to Cynthia C. Bell of Herndon for $600 (less than Benjamin 

"charged" Louisa) on 24 January 1894 (Q5/90). 

* Notice how two deeds dated the same day can be recorded in totally 
different deed books--K5 and J5--not even adjacent books! 
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• On 21 February 1896 (W5/357) Cynthia C./George W. Bell YOld 

1/2 acre of this land to Walter L. Lane of Herndon for $100. 

f. 
begin at a point in the "center of Spring Street continued

corner to Mrs. Bowers, 

,!' 

" and a 

b: with Bowers N 87 1/2 0 W 36 rods, 

c: with east line of Bowers 36 feet, 

d: S 87 1/2 0 E parallel to first line 36 rods to Spring St, 

a: with Spring S 1 1/2 0 W 36 feet to beginning 

1/2 acre 

Not until 11 June 1896 (W5/405) did Lane succumb and place a lien 

on his land. This lien utilized Columbus D. Choate as trustee and was 

organized to protect the Baltimore Building and Loan Association's 

investment of $400 in Lane. The lien was released on 11 September 1903 

(N6/472). 

Lane was unmarried on 12 May 1897 (5Y/596) when he sold this half acre 

to Eppa H. Ryon for $700 plus the agreement that Ryon accept the 

responsibility for the lien of W5/405. 

Eppa H./Georgia R. Ryon of Waltham, Massachusetts sold this 1/2 acre 

plus another 1/2 acre (IIIB2a4b) to John Ryon of Herndon on 29 April 1925 

(M9/231). 

• Eppa H. Ryon of Herndon bought 1/2 acre of land from Cynthia 

and George for $112.50 on 30 March 1898 (D6/593). 
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a: begin on Spring Street, a corner to Walter Lee Lane, 36 feet;from 

Bowers, 

b: with Lane N 88° W 36 rods to Bowers, 

N 2° E 36 feet to stake and stone, 

d: S 88° E 36 rods to Spring St, 

a: S 2° W 36 feet to the beginning 

1/2 acre 

Eppa H./Georgia R. Ryon of Waltham, Mass, sold this 1/2 acre along 

with the half acre of I11B2a4a to John Ryon of Herndon on 29 April 1925 

(M9/231). 

o The Bells sold 3/4 acre to Julia A. Schooley for $1330 on 23 

December 1902 (6L/291): 

a: 	 begin at a planted stone in the west side of Spring Street and the 

southeast corner of Bell, 

b: 	 with Spring S 10° W 5 rods 15 links to a planted stone, 

c: 	 S 88° W 22 rods 13 links to a planted stone, 

d: northerly 5 rods 22 links to a planted stone in line of Bell, 

a:} with Bell N 88° E 21 3/4 rods to the center line of Spring and the 

beginning 

3/4 acre 

o David W. Bicksler of Herndon paid $846 for 2.82 acres on 2 

March 1908 (B7/276). 
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a: 	 begin at a planted stone in the center of Spring Street, 20 f~et 

east of a planted stone on the southeast corner of Hyatt, 

b: 	 S 10 11' E 274.4 feet to the center of Spring St oppo~ite a 


- -; 

planted stone, corner to Ryon, 

~. 

c: 	 S 87 0 40' W 488.4 feet to a planted stone in Ryon's north line, 

d: 	 N 18 0 40' E 301 feet to the southwest corner of Hyatt and a 


planted stone, 


a: 	 N 89 0 10' E 392.3 feet to the beginning 

2.82 acres 

o Cynthia C. Bell of Pittsfield, New Hampshire sold the 


"residue" of the 7.14 acres to David W. Bicksler of Herndon on 30 April 


1914 (T7/598) for $2500. 


a: 	 begin at "A", a planted stone and the northeast corner of Anna W. 

Hyatt (formerly Schooley), 

b: 	 S 89 0 50' W 337 feet to a planted stone, the northwest corner of 

Hyatt (all bearing calculated from A), 

c: 	 S 19 0 32' W 397.7 feet to a planted stone, the southwest corner of 

D. W. Bicksler, 

,. 
: d : ' 	 S 880 52' W 89.2 feet to a planted stone, the northwest corner of 

Ryon in the east half of the Bowers tract, 

e: 	 N 300 46' E 621.6 feet to the center of Locust Ave, 

f: 	 with the center of Locust S 88 0 57' E 344.8 feet, 

a: 	 S 57 0 W 200 feet to the beginning 

2.48 acres 
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IIIB3. Curtis J./Anna E. Gilbert sold their 165 acres (they bought 189 

from Ward and sold 24 to Hindle--IIIB2) to Thomas A. King of Washing~on, 

D.C., for $14,000 on 13 August 1875 (S4/486). 

Thomas Albert King sold this 165 acres to Richard S. T. Cissell of 
/ 

-- Elizabeth, Union County, New Jersey, for $17,000 (Z4/4) on 29 December 
~ 

1877. The sale was really designed with Cissell as trustee to oversee 

three specific provisions: 

o The land was to be for the use and benefit of Rebecca 
) 

Arabella Jones, Sarah Alberteen Jones, Mary E.G. Jones, Philip M., and 

Preston B. Jones of Washington, D.C., "in equal shares"; 

o Cissell would "sell part or all absolutely or by mortgage" 

wherever (and if) the Jones gang (except Philip and Preston) agreed,amongst 

themselves to do so, (Philip and Preston were "excluded from all voice or 

control in ordering, directing and appointing the conveyance)"; 

o If the land were sold, the Joneses would share equally in the 

proceeds. 

-, Apparently this brood of Joneses agreed amongst themselves to sell the 
) 

"165 acres, more or less" because on 31 July 1886 (F5/249) Richard S. T. 

Cissell, acting as trustee, sold the entire tract of land to J. Luther 

Bowers and his wife Alice Bowers for $7000 (why should the value of land 

fall by 59% in 11 years?). As part of this sale, a vendors lien was 

aecepted by the Bowerses in order to protect a debt of $2500 owed Cissell; 

the money was to be repaid in three equal installments on 1 August 1887, 

1888, and 1889 with interest from 1 August 1886. 

This deed, like many of the fun deeds, is rather intriguing since it 

conjures up many interesting possibilities without clearly resolving them 
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and provides just enough information so that all types of hypotheses can be 

proposed and never really refuted - good material for totally irrelevant 

but interesting arguments. In this instance, the relationship between 

Luther and Alice Bowers is unusual--either (1) there was a definite 

d~strust, uneasiness or friction between them; (2) Alice is not totally 

capable of taking care of herself; (3) Alice is related to the Joneses; or 

(4) as is most likely, none of the above. 

Cissell is joined by Zephania Jones [mother of the others?] and the 

five Joneses mentioned in Z4/4 in selling the 165 acres to "J. Luther 

Bowers, Trustee for Alice C. Bowers, and said Alice C. Bowers. The 

165 acres is described as "lying in Dranesville District in Fairfax County, 

Virginia, near and adjoining the Town of Herndon now occupied by G. F. 

Albaugh [renter?]. The land obviously lies in the corporate limits 

of Herndon so "near and adjoining" may refer to being near "downtown" 

Herndon or siimply a nebulous expression which reflects an uncertainty as 

to precisely where the land was. 

This oddity that J. Luther Bowers does not really own any of the land 

but is a trustee for Alice (and therefore must have some power over the use 

of the land) is embellished a little by the realization that the land is 

sold to "J. Luther Bowers, Trustee, upon the following trusts and none 

other to wit:" 

o part of the land "to be held in trust for the sole and 

separate use of the said Alice C. Bowers free from the control of her 

husband and from all liability for his debts, contracts and engagement[,] 

with power and authority in the said Trustee to sell and convey by deed in 

which Alice C. Bowers shall unite[,] the said land as a whole or in 
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parcels." J. Luther is excluded from any "control" of the land yet he must 

participate in any sale of the land! The land was described as "beginning 

at the northeast corner of the tract on Elden Street ••• running with 

said street • • • 630 yards to County road • • • thence with said road • • 

-- .~ 289 feet to a corner now established • • running parallel with s~id 

Elden Street • • • [630 yards] ••• to another corner now established •• 

• [289 feet] to beginning." (A rectangle 630 yards by 289 feet is 12.5 

acres.) This land is the present land beginning at Elden and Center 

Streets, going west along Elden to Sterling/Locust Street intersection, 

thence east along Locust to Center and thence to Elden along Center. 

Obviously at some time in the "dim and dark" past Elden had a more square 

shaped corner in the area of Elden-Ferndale which would be the corner where 

Elden meets the County road according to F5/249. Also this little division 

may account for the offset in Center Street at Elden--the north and south 

stretches are not aligned. The south stretch of Center did not exist 

before 1886; Cissell "established" a corner where the present Center Street 

is because this is where his land stopped; when Bowers subdivided the land 

into the Eldenwood Fruit Farm Subdivision (see below) he "naturally" needed 

roads and a "logical" place for one was at a corner of his land. The fact 

that his corner was not completely aligned with the street across Elden was 

irrelevant. This argument is moderately strengthened by a glance at G. M. 

Hopkins' 1878 map of Herndon which shows Jones' [Cissells'] land abutting 

that of Garrett with no road in between. 

o " ••• as to the entire residue [i.e., all of the land 

except the piece mentioned above] of said tract, in Trust for the sole and 

separate use of the said Alice C. Bowers, for and during the term of her 
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natural life [what is an unnatural life?], free from the control of her 

husband and from all liability for his debts, contracts and engageme~ts and 

at [her] ••• death • to pass to her children then living and the 

descendents of such as may be dead leaving descendents, such issue to take 

.- the -share of such deceased child." 
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IIIB3a. Eldenwood Fruit Farm. 

Since no plat has been found for the Eldenwood Fruit Farm, has b~en 

reconstructed from the actual deeds of sale from J. Luther Bowers plus the 

fortuitous display of roads in the plat (creating the Bowers~ubdivision) 

attached to the Court records in the Alice C. Bowers etal. v. J. Luther 
~ 

Bowers et ale law suit (Pending File #30, Fairfax County Court Records); 

the survey is undated but the law suit was initiated 16 September 1910--in 

E10/153 mention is made that the Bowers subdivision was made in June 1911. 

There clearly is one significant problem--the shape of lot 27 makes 

Elden Street have a very awkward series of bends. This may not have been 

the alignment of the road; however, without more information it is 

impossible to determine the error, if there is one. Lots 23-26 fit Jather 

nicely into the survey in the Bowers v. Bowers suit as does the lines of 

lot 27 adjacent to Locust Street and lot 26. The other two lines just do 

not fit well. Arbitrarily and without reasonable support (other than if I 

used northeast as a direction, lot 27 would be a triangle) it was assumed 

that there was an error in the metes and bounds and northwest (not 

northeast) was meant. Given the accuracy of my ability to draw, it is 

clear that the precise location of the north and northwest boundary lines 

of lot 27 are actually unknown. 

C-118 






~ - - -- ---­



, 
~ 
. 

.
"
 

f{
i r­ tJ
 

III
 

~
 

fA
 

£ 
t:

 
0 

t)
) 

\)
 

Q
 

0 
I::

; !e 
TI

 
()

 
;:;

) 

~
 

~ ""1
 

il
 

j)
 

i\
) .?
 



) 

Lot 1, Block 1: On 10 May 1890 (KS/402) "J. Luther Bowers in his 

own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lots 1 and 2 f~r 

$100 to E.L. Garrett; R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this 

land from the lien of SF/249. 

a: Begin at corner of Locust and Centre,* southeast corner Block 

1 and lot 2; 

b: West 132'2" along Locust* (40 feet wide) to southeast corner 

of lot 4; 

c: North 2SS' along east line of lots 4 and 3 to Elden; 

d: 132'2" along Elden (3S'wide) to Centre Street; 

a: South 2SS' along Centre (40' wide) to beginning. 

E.L./Louisa Garrett sold lot 1 to Benjamin C. Garrett for $SO on 1 

June 1892 (RS/178). Benjamin C. Garrett then accepted a lien on the land 

on 30 July 1894 (RS/179) in order to secure the $4S0 debt he owed Clara A. 

Jewell of Falls Church, Virginia; Garrett promised to repay the loan within 

3 years at an interest rate of 6%. MerIon E. Church acted as trustee, and 

released the lien on 12 October 1896 (XS/413) and or 28 April 1900 

(E6/S04). 

* This part of Centre as well as Locust Streets must have been created by 
this subdivision. 
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Benjamin placed a second lien on this land (as well as another parcel) 

on 15 July 1895 (5T/605) in order to protect the $500 Aaron S. Caywood-lent 

Garrett. He promised to repay the money, plus 6% interest, within 6 months 

and agreed to the appointment of Granville M. Garrett and John ·'P. Garrett 

as ~rustees to oversee this process. The lien was released on 30 December 

1899 (E6/9). 

Lot 	1, East half 

On 12 October 1896 (X5/413) Benjamin C. Garrett, bachelor, of Herndon, 

sold the eastern half of lot 1 to Edwin L. Garrett, also of Herndon, for 

$10 (Jewell releases Garrett's lien on the east half of the lot for the 

sale): 

a: 	 Begin at northeast corner of lot 1 and Block 1, and corner to 

Elden and Centre, 

b: 	 South 127'6" along Centre to northeast corner of lot 2, 

c: 	 West 66'1" with north line of lot 2, 

d: 	 North 127'6" to point in centre of north line of lot 1, in 

line of Elden. 

a: 	 East with Elden 66'1" to beginning. 

_ Edwin L./Lillian A. Garrett placed a lien on the east half of lot 

1 on 7 December 1901 (16/468) in order to protect a debt of $337.50 they 

owed H. Ashly Thompson of Leesburg. The Garretts agreed to repay $12.50 

per month for 27 months at the Peoples National Bank of Leesburg. Walter 

T. Oliver, trustee, released this lien on 21 June 1904 (V6/659). 
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Lillian, now a widow, placed another lien on the land on 10 September 

1921 (V8/195) in order to placate B.F.A. Myers that he would eventually get 

his $2000 back; she promised to repay the debt (plus 6% interest) within 2 

years at the National Bank of Vienna. Wilson M. Farr, trustee"released 
- ­

the~lien on 24 October 1923 (marginal note of V8/195). 

On 2 April 1923 (C9/7) Lillian, now of Falls Church, sold the land to 

George A. Williams for "$10 plus the assumption of" the lien of V8/l95. 

) 

Lot 1, West half 

Benjamin C., now married to Nellie G., sold the western half of lot 1 

to Cathleen D. Morgan for $1250 on 9 July 1910 (7G/641). 

) 
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Lot 2, Block 1: On 10 May 1890 (K5/402) "J. Luther Bowers in his 

own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lots 1 and 2 for 

$100 to E.L. Garrett; R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this 

land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: 	 begin at corner of Locust and Centre,* southeast corner Block 

1 and lot 2; 

b: 	 west 132'2" along Locust* (40 feet wide) to southeast corner 

of lot 4; 

c: 	 north 255' along east line of lots 4 and 3 to Elden; 

d: 	 132'2" along Elden (35' wide) to Centre Street; 

a: 	 south 255' along Centre (40' wide) to beginning. 

On 1 June 1892 (T5/347), E.L./Louisa Garrett sold lot 2 for $50 to 

Granville M. Garrett. 

Granville, unmarried and of Herndon, placed a lien on lot 2 on 27 

April 1900 (E6/525) in order to protect Richard A. Little's loan on $200 

payable within 3 years. Brook Middleton, trustee, released the lien on 27 

October 1917 (marginal note E6/525). 

Granville, now married to Mary C. Garrett, and of Cumberland County, 

Virginia, sold lot 2 to Edwin M. Garrett of Fairfax County for $450 on 27 

Apri~ 1920 (Q8/461). 

* This part of Centre as well as Locust Streets must have been created by 
this subdivision. 
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Lots 3 and 4, Block 1: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lots 3 and 4 to W.M. Garrett for ­

$100 on 10 May 1890 (15/653); R.W. Moore agreed to the release of 

this land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at southwest corner of lot 4 and Locust; 

b: north 255' along east line of lots 5 and 6 to northeast 

corner of lot 5 and Elden; 

c: east 132'2" along Elden (35 feet wide) to northwest corner of 

lot 1; 

d: south 255' along west line of lots 1 and 2 to Locust; 

a: 132'2" along Locust (40'wide) to beginning. 

The Garretts placed a lien on this land also on 10 May 1890 (15/654) 

in order to secure a debt of $100 (at 6%) due Alice C. Bowers within two 

years; they agreed to pay $4 per month. C.R. Bitzer acted as trustee for 

this lien which was released on 9 September 1893 (P5/229). 

After paying off the lien, the Garretts could not resist the urge to 

sell, so William M./Sarah E. Garrett of Herndon sold lots 3 and 4 to 

Benjamin B. Detwiler of Herndon for $120 on 9 September 1893 (P5/231). 

~n 30 August 1902 (K6/454) Benjamin B./Roberta L. Detwiler of Herndon 

sold lots 3 and 4 to Walter L. Palmer and Hugh B. Hutchinson for "$2000 

cash or equivalent." 
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Lot 5 Block 1: 	 On 10 May 1890 (U5/92) "J. Luther Bowers in his 

, ,\ 	 own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 5 to William M. 

Woodruff for $50; R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this land 

from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: 	 begin at Grace* and Elden, northwest corner of Block 1 and 

lot 5; 

b: 	 east 132'2" along Elden (35 feet wide) to northwest corner of 

lot 3; 

c: south 127 	 1/2' to corner lots 6, 3, 4, and 5; 

d: west 132'2" 	along north line of lot 6 to Grace Street; 

a: north 127 1/2' along Grace to beginning. 

The Woodruffs (William G. and Sarah E.) sold lot 5 to John I. 

Fulton of Fairfax County for $60 on 11 October 1893 (5U/94). 

On 23 February 1932 (C11/220) Fulton's heirs (B9/416) Mary W. Higdon 

(widow) and Lulu F./Charles S. Cooper of Herndon sold 7777 1/2 square feet 

of lot 5 to Virgil V./Arthur E. Wynkoop of Herndon for $500. 

Lulu F./Charles S. Cooper sold the remainder of lot 5 to Mary W. 

Higdon "for $10" on 19 May 1932 (Cll/297). 

* This section of Grace Street must have been created by Bowers 
subdivision. 
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Lot 6 Block 1: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as trustee 

of Alice Bowers" sold lot 6 to Creola M. Bowers on 10 May 1890 

(Z5/87) for $50; R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this land 

from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at Locust and Grace* Streets, southwest corner lot 6, 

Block 1; 

b: north 127 1/2' along Grace (60 feet wide) to corner lot 5; 

c: east 132'2" along lot 5 to corner lots 6, 3, 4, and 5; 

d: south 137 1/2' along lot 4 to Locust; 

a: west 132'2" along Locust to beginning. 

On 24 	 June 1897 (Z5/167) Creola M. Hatch (nee Bowers) and her husband 

W.R. 	 Hatch of Herndon sold lot 6 to C.R. Bitzer of Herndon for $125. 

Conrad R./Sarah K. Bitzer then sold this 1/4 acre to John J. Fulton of 

Herndon for $150 on 6 November 1897 (Z5/697). 

John died and his heirs, Susan C. Fulton (widow), Mary W. Fulton 

(unmarried) and Lulu F./Charles S. Cooper, all of Herndon, sold lot 6 to 

James E. Wilkins of Herndon for $700 on 4 April 1923 (B9/416). 

* This section of Grace Street must have been created by Bowers' 
subdivision. 
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Lots 7 and 8 Block 2: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lots 7 and 8 to Mary A. Leonhardt 

for $100 on 10 }fay 1890 (NS/S2).* R.W. Moore agreed to the 

release of this land from the lien of SF/249. 

a: 	 begin at northeast corner of lot 7 at the intersection of 

Grace and Elden; 

b: 	 south along Grace 260' to intersection with Locust; 

c: 	 west along Locust 127 1/2' to corner lot 10 in block 2; 

d: 	 east along lots 10 and 9 and parallel with Grace 260' to 

Elden; 

a: 	 east along Elden 127' to beginning, except for a five-foot 

strip along Elden reserved for a sidewalk. 

Mary 	died and her sole heirs, J. Merrill/Almira Leonhardt of 

Seattle, Washington, sold lots 7 and 8 to B.B. Detwiler for $500 on 26 

September 1907 (X6/S24). 

Benjamin B. and his wife Roberta L. sold lot 7 plus an 18 foot strip 

of land along the west side of lot 7 (that is a strip 18 feet wide along 

Elden and extending back the entire depth of lot 7) to D. Landis Detwiler 

of Herndon on 22 January 1925 (L9/208). Benjamin retained an half interest 

_}in the land and business conducted thereon while he lives;" at his death 

the half interest is to be transferred to D. Landis. 

* 	 She actually bought three lots for $150--see lot 12. 
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Lots 9 and 10 Block 2: On 10 May 1890 (15/637) "J. Luther Bowers 

in his own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lots~9 and 

10 to Benjamin D. Detwiler for $100; R.W. Moore agreed to the 

release of this land from the lien of 5F/249 (the deed claims that 
/ 

R.W. Moore is an "alias" for "Walter Moore"). 

a: begin at northwest corner of lot 9, corner of Maple and 

Elden, 

b: south 255' along Maple to Locust Avenue, 

c: east 127 1/2' to southeast corner of lot 8, 

d: north 255' along line of lots 8 and 7 to within 5 feet of 

Elden, 

a: west 127 1/2', parallel with Elden and 5 feet from street to 

beginning, the 5 foot strip along Elden to be used for a 

sidewalk. 

Benjamin B. (a dentist) died 2 June 1931 and left all of his land 

to his wife Roberta L. (WB13/555). Roberta died and left this land to 

Blanche Rotchford Callar (nee Detwiler), Daniel L. Detwiler and Beulah Mae 

Anderson (nee Detwiler). Daniel acquired all of lots 9 and 10 (plus part 

of lot 7 and 16.3 acres along Dranesville road - see 481/310 for specific 

~eferences) from his sisters in two deeds: 

• 6 February 1946 (481/310) Blanche sold Daniel her interest 

for $2000 plus his agreement to accept responsibility for, and pay, all of 

Roberta's estate's debts. 
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• 26 June 1946 (658/318) Beulah, now divorced, sold her 

) interest to Daniel. 

C-129 




Lot 11, Block 3: On 10 May 1890 (N5/292), "J. Luther Bowers in 

his own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 11 to-W.D. 

Swe.etzer for $50; R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this land 

from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: Begin at Elden and Maple, the northeast corner of Block 3 and 

lot 11, 

b: South 127 1/2' along Maple (40' wide) to corner of lot 12, 

c: West 127 1/2' along the north line of lot 12 to corner of 

lots 13, 11, 12, and 14, 

d: North 127 1/2' along east line of lot 13 to Elden, 

a: East 127 1/2' along Elden to beginning. 

On 17 November 1894 (S5/51) W.D./E.G. Sweetzer sold lot 11 to B.B. 

Detwiler for $125. 

Benjamin B./Roberta L. Detwiler sold lot 11 for $400 to Sadie C. 

Detwiler on 16 April 1908 (Z6/132). 
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Lot 12, Block 3: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 12 to Mary A. Leonhardt fop $50 

on 10 May 1890 (N5152); R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this 

land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at southeast corner of lot 12 at the corner of Locust 

and Maple, 

b: west along Locust 127 1/2' to lot 14, 

c: north along east line of lot 14 and parallel with Maple 

127 1/2', 

d: east along south line of lot 11, 127 1/2' to Maple, 

a: south along west line of Maple 127 1/2' to beginning. 

Mary A./John P. Leonhardt sold lot 12 for $60 to Lauretta E. 

Caywood, unmarried, of Washington, D.C. on 16 September 1892 (5N/264). 

Louretta, still unmarried and still of Washington, sold lots 12, 13 

and 14 to William E. Miller of Herndon on 15 July 1910 (G7/494). 
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Lot 13, Block 3: On 10 May 1890 (15/644) "J. Luther Bowers in his 

own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 13 to Louretta 

E. Caywood of Washington, D.C., for $50; R.W. Moore agreed to the 

release of this land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at corner of Poplar and Elden, northwest corner of 

Block 3 and lot 13, 

b: east 127 1/2' along Elden (35' wide) to corner of lot 11, 

c: south 127 1/2' along west line of lot 11 to corner of lots 

14, 12, 11, 13, 

d: west 127 1/2' along north line of lot 14 to Poplar Street, 

a: north 127 1/2' along Poplar to beginning. 

Louretta accepted a lien on lot 13 on 10 May 1890 (J5/13) in order 

to protect a $50 debt owed Alice Bowers; she agreed to repay at the rate of 

$2 per month. C.R. Bitzer and E.L. Garrett released the lien on 3 October 

1892 (N5/203). 

Louretta, still unmarried and still of Washington, sold lots 12, 13 

and 14 to William E. Miller of Herndon on 15 July 1910 (G7/494). 
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Lot 14, Block 3: On 10 May 1890 (15/645), "J. Luther Bowers in 

his own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 14 to 

Phillena Caywood of Washington, D.C., for $50; R.W. Moore agreed 

to the release of this land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at Locust Avenue and Poplar Street, southwest corner of 

Block 3 and lot 14, 

b: north 127 1/2' along Poplar (40' wide) to corner of lot 13, 

c: east 127 1/2' along south line of lot 13 to corner of lots 

12, 11, 13, and 14, 

d: south 127 1/2' along west line of lot 12 to Locust, 

a: west 127 1/2' along Locust to the beginning. 

Phillena, now a widow, and living in Washington, D.C. sold lot 14 

to Louretta E. Caywood, unmarried, of Washington for $50 on 13 August 1892 

(N5/205). 

Louretta, still unmarried and still of Washington, sold lots 12, 13 

and 14 to William E. Miller of Herndon on 15 July 1910 (G7/494). 

) 
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Lots 15 and 17, Block 4: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and 

as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lots 15 and 17 to Edwin L •. 

Detwiler for $100 on 10 May 1890 (15/643); R.W. Moore agreed to 

the release of this land from the lien of 5F/249 •. 

a: begin at the northeast corner of Poplar and Elden, 

b: south along Poplar 127 1/2' to lot 16, 

c: along north line of lots 16 and 18 to east line of Mulberry, 

a distance of 255', 

d: north along east side of Mulberry 127 1/2' to within 5 feet 

of Elden, 

a: east and parallel with Elden and 5 feet from Elden to, Poplar, 

255' to beginning; the 5 foot strip along Elden 1s reserved 

for a sidewalk. 

Keeping things in the family, Edwin L./Elvira L. Detwiler sold 

lots 15 and 17 to Benjamin B. Detwiler on 2 September 1904 (6Q/264) for 

$300. 

Not ones to break tradition, Benjamin B./Roberta L. Detwiler of 

Herndon sold these lots to Sadie C. Detwiler for $600 on 22 November 1907 

(6Y/128). 
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Lot 16, Block 4: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 16 to W.D. Sweetzer for $50 on 

10 May 1890 (N5/292); R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this 

land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at Poplar Street and Locust, the southeast corner of 

lot 16, 

b: west 127 1/2' along Locust (40' wide) to corner lot 18, 

c: north 127 1/2' along east line of lot 18 to corner of lots 

15, 16, 18, and 17, 

d: east 127 1/2' along south line of lot 15 to Poplar, 

a: south 127 1/2' along Poplar to beginning. 

On 10 October 1892 (N5/207) William D./Elizabeth G. Sweetzer of 

Herndon sold lot 16 to Anna M. Raub (widow) of Washington, D.C., for $60. 

Anna sold her land to Emma C. Garrett of Washington for $100 on 19 

June 1895 (D7/174). 

Emma C./John P. Garrett of Washington sold lot 16 to Fred Cooley 

Moultrup for $500 on 6 August 1920 (R8/538). 
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Lot 18, Block 4: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 18 to Robert S. Forbes for $50 

on 10 May 1890 (P5/680); R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this 

land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at Locust and Mulberry, southwest corner of Block 4 and 

lot 18, 

b: north 127 1/2' along Mulberry (40' wide) to corner of lot 17, 

c: east 127 1/2' along lot 17 to corner of lots 18, 15, 16, and 

17, 

d: south 127 1/2' along lot 16 to Locust, 

a: west along Locust 127 1/2' to beginning. 

Robert and his wife L.D. sold lot 18 to Mrs. Mary F. Osgood for 

$65 on 11 December 1893 (Q5/95). 

Mary, a widow, placed a lien on lot 18 on 26 May 1894 (Q5/542) with 

Thomas Moss, John T. Wilkins and Thomas J. Fannon as trustees for the 

Mercantile Railway Building and Loan Association. The lien was to protect 

a $600 debt and was released on 12 June 1908 (A7/99). 

Mary placed another lien on her land on 20 April 1908 (A7/100) in 

order to secure a $275 debt owed (with 6% interest) within 3 years to 

-George W. Bell. Bell died before B.R. Bready, as trustee could release the 

lien on 24 June 1913 (margin of A7/100); E.L. Roby acted as Bell's 

executor. 

Mary liked liens (or had financial troubles) for she took a third lien 

on 12 June 1913 (Q7/227) with Thomas R. Keith of Fairfax County as 
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trustee. The lien was to protect George Seesholtz against the loss of his 

$350. Mary repaid the debt and her 6% interest and the lien was released 

by J.D. Groh, administrator of Levi Groh, who in turn was the assignee of 

the lien, on 17 November 1920 (marginal note of Q7/227). 

~ Mary died sometime before 27 May 1920 and left 7 heirs (Q8/104). 

daughter Miss Rosa C. Osgood, aged 52 of Herndon 

daughter Miss Mary B. Osgood, aged 38 of Herndon 

grandchild .Marion Osgood, aged 1'1 of Washington 

grandchild Gilbert B., 17 of Alexandria 

grandchild Robert L., 14 of Washington 

grandchild Mildred 8, of Washington 

grandchild Frances 4, of Washington 

Rosa C. and Mary Grace Osgood sold lot 18 for $2000 to Fred 

C./Estella M. Moultrup on 8 November 1920 (T8/10l). The 5 grandchildren 

probably were not mentioned, nor participated, in the deed because they 

were all minors. 
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Lot 19, Block 5: On 10 May 1890 (J5/235) "J. Luther Bowers in his 

own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 19 to Hugh A. 

Wiley of Fairfax County for $50; R.W. Moore agreed to the release 

of this land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: 	 begin at the corner of Elden and Mulberry, the northwest 

corner of Block 5 and lot 19, 

b: 	 south 127 1/2' along Mulberry (40' wide) to lot 20, 

c: 	 west 127 1/2' along lot 20 to corner of lots 19, 20, 21, and 

22, 

d: 	 north 127 1/2' along lot 21 to Elden (35' wide), 

a: 	 east 127 1/2' along Elden to beginning. 

Wiley went on a binge of 4 liens in 2 years on lot 19: 

• 16 May 1891 (K5/453) with C.R. Bitzer as trustee to secure a 

$450 debt owed Benjamin Middleton. The lien was payable within 3 years but 

was released very quickly - on 24 July 1891 (L5/120) • 

. 0 24 July 1891 (5L/120) with C.R. Bitzer again as trustee to 

secure Benjamin Middleton a debt of $700 also due within 3 years. This 

lien was released on 18 May 1893 (05/400). Although the deed does not 

mention any reference (except to release it) to K5/453, everything is so 

similar to K5/453 that this may Simply be a renegotiation of the earlier 

lien, increasing the amount to reflect new debts. This might also account 

for the extremely rapid repayment of the K5/453 debt. 

• 20 May 1893 (05/402) with George H. Mankin of Falls Church as 

trustee. In this instance Wiley (unmarried) owes the Baltimore Building 
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and Loan Association $700. The lien is released 20 September 1902 

(K6/512). 

• 22 May 1893 (P5/153) with Bitzer again as trustee. Wiley 

owes Middleton $1000 and agrees to repay the money in less than 1 yea)::'. 

Bitzer dies and George A. Gordon becomes his executor; Middleton assigns 

the lien to S.E. Gillette; Hutchinson buys the land from Wiley and Gordon 

releases the lien to Hutchinson on 29 April 1902 (J6/557). 

Wiley, still "of Fairfax County" (possibly this means he did not live 

in Herndon) sold this lot to Andrew G. Hutchinson of Fairfax County for 

$1000 (there must have been a house on the land for it to justify this 

price - if he really lived in Fairfax County and not Herndon, did Wiley 

rent it out?) on 5 December 1895 (V5/258). 

Andrew G./Lucy G. Hutchinson placed a lien on this parcel, plus 3 

other pieces of land, on 30 June 1902 (K6/246) in order to provide security 

for Some (unspecified) judgment in the suit of Otterback etc vs Bohrer. 

The lien, with C. Vernon Ford as trustee, technically was to secure William 

R. Ward, the Court appointed "receiver" in this case. The lien was 

released 	on 30 October 1906 (V6/260). 

The Hutchinsons then sold lot 19 to Frank W. Huddleson for $1100 on 30 

~ , 
} October 1906 (V6/259); the deed of sale explicitly stated that a house 

existed on the property. 
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Lot 20, Block 5: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 20 to F.D. Stephenson for $50 on 

10 May 1890 (P5/156); R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this 

land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at corner of Mulberry Street and Locust, the southeast 

corner of Block 5 and lot 20, 

b: west 127 1/2' along Locust (40' wide) to lot 22, 

c: north 127 1/2' along lot 22 to corner of lots 20, 19, 21, and 

22, 

d: east 127 1/2' along lot 19 to Mulberry, 

a: south 127 1/2' along Mulberry (40' wide) to beginning. ' 

F.D./Mattie J. Stephenson sold lot 20 to Hattie C. Hall for $100 on 16 

June 1894 (R5/379). 

Hattie C./Amos K. Hall placed a lien on lots 20 and 22 on 13 August 

1898 (B6/189) in order to secure a debt of $800 (at 6% annual interest) 

they owed E.V. White. C.R. Bitzer was appointed trustee; he died before 

the lien was released and the Court appointed Columbus Choate in March of 

1901 to assume the trusteeship. Choate released the lien on 12 November 

1901 (I6/285). 

Hattie C./Amos K. Hall of Herndon then sold lot 20 to Walter L. Palmer 

of Herndon for "$10" [not the real price, only a nominal fee to make the 

deed legal] on 9 November 1903 (P6/67). 
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Lot 21, Block 5: On 10 May 1890 (15/651) "J. Luther Bowers in his 

own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 21 to T.B. Roy 

for $50; R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this land from the 

lien of 5F/249. 

a: 	 begin at corner of Walnut and Elden Streets, northwest corner 

of Block 5 and lot 21, 
) 

b: 	 east 127 1/2' along Elden (35' wide) to lot 19, 

c: 	 south 127 1/2' along lot 19 to corner lots 21, 19, 20, and 

22, 

d: 	 west 127 1/2' along lot 22 to Walnut (40' wide), 

a: 	 north 127 1/2' along Walnut (40' wide) to beginning. 

T.B. Roy (bachelor) sold lot 21 for $100 to Hattie C./Amos H. Hall 

on 6 September 1894 (R5/382). 

Hattie C./Amos K. Hall of Herndon sold their ownership of lot 21 to 

Anton F./Dora F. Mayer of Herndon for $125 on 3 November 1896 (X5/467). 

The Mayers sold lot 21 to Agnes E. Lewis for $800 on 11 February 1898 

(A6/391). 

George L./Agnes E. Lewis placed a lien on lot 21 (as well as other 

land) on 6 June 1899 (C6/649) in order to secure a debt of $500 (at 6% 
" 

interest) due Sarah A. Little. W.F. Middleton and E.L. Roby, as trustees, 

released the lien on 13 April 1903 (M6/286). 

The Lewises immediately (20 April 1903, M6/287) sold lots 21, 23 and 

24 to James P. Feltner of Herndon for $1000. 

C-141 



1 

Feltner and his wife, E.E. Feltner, immediately (20 April 1903, 


M6/289) placed a lien on lots 21, 23 and 24 in order to secure Sarah A. 


Little for the $500 (with 6% interest) they promised to pay her within 2 


May 
~ 

1904 (P6/586). 


yea:rs.- T.E. Little and W.F. Middleton, trustees, released this lien on 16 
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Lot 22, Block 5: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 22 to James S. Roy for $50 on 10 

May 1890 (15/650); R.W. Moore agreed to the release of this land 

from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: 	 begin at corner of Locust Avenue and Walnut Street, the 

southwest corner of Block 5 and lot 22, 

b: 	 north 127 1/2' along Walnut Street (40' wide) to lot 21, 

c: 	 east 127 1/2' along lot 21 to corner of lots 22, 19, 20, and 

21, 

d: 	 south 127 1/2' along lot 20 to Locust, 

a: 	 west 127 1/2' along Locust (40' wide) to beginning. 

On 6 September 1894 (R5/380) James S./Nancy J. Roy of Alexandria sold 

lots 22, 23, and 24 to Hattie C. Hall for $300. 

Hattie C./Amos K. Hall placed a lien on lots 20 and 22 on 13 August 

1898 (B6/189) in order to secure a debt of $800 (at 6% annual interest) 

they owed E.V. White. C.R. Bitzer was appointed trustee; he died before 

the lien was released and the Court appointed Columbus Choate in March of 

1901 to assume the trusteeship. Choate released the lien on 12 November 

1901 (16/285). 

- The Halls (Hattie C. and Amos K.) then sold their title to lot 22 to 

Walter L. Palmer of Herndon on 9 November 1903 (P6/67). 
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Lots 23 and 24, Block 6: On 10 May 1890 (15/650) "J. Luther 

Bowers in his own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lots 

23 and 24 to J.S. Roy for $100; R.W. Moore agreed to the release 

of this land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: 	 Begin at the corner of Elden and Walnut Streets, and 

northeast corner of Block 6 and lot 23, 
) 

b: 	 South 255' along Walnut (40' wide) to Locust, 

c: 	 West 127 1/2' along Locust (40' wide) to corner lot 26, 

d: 	 North 255' to Elden, 

a: 	 East 127 1/2' along Elden (35' wide) to beginning. 

James S./Nancy J. Roy of Alexandria sold lots 22, 23, and 24 to Hattie 

C. 	 Hall for $300 on 6 September 1894 (R5/380). 

Hattie C. and Amos K. Hall of Herndon then sold lots 23 and 24 to 

George L. Lewis of Herndon for $200 on 30 July 1898 (C6/603). 

George L./Agnes E. Lewis used lots 23 and 24 (plus other land) as 

collateral to secure a debt of $500 (at 6% interest) due Sarah A. Little. 

This lien, taken out on 6 June 1899 (C6/649) was released on 13 April 1903 

(M6/286) by W.F. Middleton and E.L. Roby, trustees. 

,.The Lewises then sold lots 21, 23 and 24 to James P. Feltner of 

Herndon for $1000 on 20 April 1903 (M6/287). 

Feltner and his wife, E.E. Feltner, immediately (20 April 1903, 

M6/289) placed a lien on lots 21, 23 and 24 in order to secure Sarah A. 

Little for the $500 (with 6% interest) they promised to pay her within 2 

years. T.E. Little and W.F. Middleton, trustees, released this lien on 16 

May 1904 (P6/586). 
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Lot 25, Block 6: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 25 to Carrie E. Caywood of 

Washington, D.C., for $50 on 10 May 1890 (15/646); R.W. Moore 

agreed to the release of this land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin at a stone in the angle of Elden Street, the northwest 

corner of Block 6 and lot 25, 

b: east 92' along Elden (35' wide) to northeast corner of lot 

23, 

c: south 127 1/2' along west line of lot 23 to corner of lots 

26, 23, 24, and 25, 

d: west 192 1/2' to Elden, 

a: northeast 203' along Elden (35' wide) to beginning. 

Carrie E./Charles B. Caywood placed a lien on lot 25 on 10 May 

1890 (J5/14) in order to secure a debt of $50 (payable $2 per month) owed 

Alice C. Bowers. C.R. Bitzer and E.L. Garrett, trustees, released the lien 

on 3 October 1892 (N5/201). 

The Caywoods, of Washington, started a confusing (as to why the sales 

occurred) series of sales by selling the land to Charles B. Caywood and 

John P. Garrett of Washington on 10 January 1914 (S7/11). 

The Caywoods and Garretts (John P. and Emma C.) accepted a lien on the 

land also on 10 January 1914 (S7/13) to protect Louretta E. Caywood from 

the loss of her $600 loan (the money was payable within 1 year with 6% 

interest). C. Chester Caywood and Clyde D. Caywood, trustees, released the 

lien in three separate places: 

C-145 



, . 

24 August 1916 (B8/166) for lot 25, 


29 August 1916 (B8/168) for lot 27 and 


24 August-1916 (B8/167) for lot 26 


The Caywoods and Garretts then sold lot 25 to Carrie E. Caywood on 17 


January 1914 (87/42). Just what did all of these sales in about a weeks 


time really accomplish? Why were they organized? 


Carrie E./Charles B. Caywood of Washington, D.C. sold lot 25 to 

Theodora N. Filly of Fairfax County on 15 October 1925 (P9/458). 
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Lot 26, Block 6: "J. Luther Bowers in his own right and as. 

trustee of Alice Bowers" sold lot 26 to Emma C. Garrett of 

Washington, D.C., for $50 on 10 May 1890 (15/648); R.W. Moore 

agreed to the release of this land from the li~n of 5F/249. 

a: begin at southwest corner of lot 24, 

b: west 142 1/2' along Locust Avenue to corner of lots 27 and 

26, 

c: north 127 1/2' along east line of lot 27 to lot 25, 

d: east 142 1/2' along south line of lot 25 to corner of lots 

24, 23, 25, and 26, 

a: south 127 1/2' along west line of lot 29 to beginning. 

Emma C./John P. Garrett of Washington placed a lien on lot 26 on 10 

May 1890 (5J/15) in order to protect Alice Bowers $50; they agreed to repay 

the debt with $2 each month. C.R. Bitzer and E.L. Garrett, trustees, 

released the lien on 3 October 1892 (N5/202). 

The Garretts, of Washington, sold lot 26 to Charles B. Caywood and 

John P. Garrett on 10 January 1914 (57/12). 

The Caywoods and Garretts (John P. and Emma C.) accepted a lien on the 

~and also on 10 January 1914 (S7/13) to protect Louretta E. Caywood from 

the loss of her $600 loan (the money was payable within 1 years with 6% 

interest). C. Chester Caywood and Clyde D. Caywood, trustees, released the 

lien in three separate places: 
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24 August 1916 (B8/166) for lot 25, 


29 August 1916 (B8/168) for lot 27 and 


24 August 1916 (B8/167) for lot 26 


These two families then sold lot 26 to Emma C. Garrett on 17 January 

1914 (S7/41). Clearly, whatever reasons motivated the Garretts/Caywoods 

maneuvers of lot 25, apply to lot 26 also. 

Emma C./John P. Garrett sold lot 26 to Theodora N. Filly of Fairfax 

County "for $10" on 15 October 1925 (P9/459). 
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Lot 27, Block 6: On May 10, 1890 (15/649) "J. Luther Bowers. in 

his own right and as trustee of Alice Bowers" sold John P. Garrett 

and Charles Caywood of Washington, D.C., lot 27 for ~50; R.W. 

Moore agreed to the release of this land from the lien of 5F/249. 

a: begin in acute angle of Locust Avenue and Elden Street, 

southwest corner of Block 6 and lot 27, 

b: northeast [west] 203' along Elden (35' wide) to southwest 

corner of lot 25, 

c: east 192 1/2' to corner of lots 27 and 26, 

d: south 127 1/2' along west line of lot 26 to Locust Avenue. 

a: west 114' along Locust (40' wide) to beginning. 

Charles B./Carrie E. Caywood and John P./Emma C. Garrett accept a 

lien on lot 27 on 10 May 1890 (J5/10) in order to secure a $50 debt (due $2 

per month) owed Alice Bowers. C.R. Bitzer and E.L. Garrett, trustees, 

release the lien on 3 October 1892 (N5/198). 

The Caywoods and Garretts (John P. and Emma C.) accepted a lien on the 

land also on 10 January 1914 (S7/13) to protect Louretta E. Caywood from 

the loss of her $600 loan (the money was payable within 1 years with 6% 

i~terest). C. Chester Caywood and Clyde D. Caywood, trustees, released the 

lien in three separate places: 

24 August 1916 (B8/166) for lot 25, 

29 August 1916 (B8/168) for lot 27 and 

24 August 1916 (B8/167) for lot 26 
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For some reason the Garretts/Caywoods do not go through the husband­

wife sales technique of lots 25 and 26. 

Charles B./Carrie E. Caywood and John P./Emma Garrett sold lot 27 to 

Theodora Filly on 15 October 1925 (P9/460). 
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Just a few general observations about the Eldenwood Fruit Farm: ~ 

o Each lot is slightly different in size but as an average a 

127 1/2' x 127 1/2' lot is reasonably representative; this is'Q.37 acres. 

~ 0 The segment of Locust, Centre, Grace, Spruce (called Maple by 

Bowers) and School (called Mulberry by Bowers) Streets crossing this piece 

of land were created by this subdivision. In addition, the subdivision 

created (on paper only, obviously) Poplar and Walnut Streets which have 

never been constructed. 

o Bowers reserved a 5 foot strip for a sidewalk in blocks 2 and 

4 but not in any of the other blocks--funny looking sidewalk! 

o Using the overall dimensions of the land (see F5/249) which 

include the new roads and assuming the land is perfectly rectangular, the 

total acreage of the Eldenwood Fruit Farm subdivision is (630 yards x 289 

feet = ) 12.54 acres. This will be used as the size of the subdivision 

throughout this small tome on Herndon. 
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IIIB3b: 

For some reason which is never mentioned in any of the deeds so-far 

seen, R.W.Moore, as trustee for the Bowers lien on the 165 acres (5F/349) 

decided to (was or4ered to by Richard Cissell or by D. Jones 'or Henry 

HUyett who became the holders of the debt?) sell part of the land: "All of 

the said land which is cut off, or to be cut off from the main tract by the 

Extension, or the proposed extension of a street called Spring Street." 

Moore, after advertising as required in the trust, sold the land to Henry 

Huyett* at a public auction for $40.50 per acre. Since the debt the Bowers 

owed to Huyett took precedence over the debt they owed Jones (probably 

analogous to Huyett holding the first trust and Jones the second trust), 

Huyett did not pay cash to anyone but rather applied $447.37 ($28.50 of the 

sale price was used to defray the "costs and expenses of the sale") to the 

debt Bowers owed him. All of this led to the sale recorded on 25 October 

1890 (J5/457) in which R.W. Moore, as trustee, conveyed ownership of 11 3/4 

acres of the Bowers' land to Henry Huyett: 

* Relying entirely upon memory (i.e., doing absolutely no research) it 
seems that in a vast majority of the public auctions, all of the 
advertisements serve absolutely no purpose - the person (or company) who 
instigated the auction because he held the lien on which default occurred 
or his brother almost always is the highest bidder. Possibly in most cases 
the public at the auction consists of one person. 
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a: begin at "A," a stake in the center of the new road from the 

Ox Road to Herndon, [:t.1onroe Street], 

b: "B", stake (ba: N 38° W 42 poles, 6 links), 

c: "C", line of Hindle lot, where Spring Street extended -' 

intersects on its westerly side the said line 

(cb: N 14° [-] W38 poles), 

d: "D", line of the line of the railroad land 

(dc: N 86 1/4° -­ 68 poles, 14 links), 

e: "E", planted stone, a corner to Curtis Burton 

(ed: S 32° E 5 poles), 

a: beginning (ae: with center of said road) 

11 3/4 acres* 

The 11.75 acres was the size of the land after "deducing 20 feet 

in width reserved and excepted along line 'CEA'." 

* Actually 17 3/4 acres - see the next exciting page for details. 
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After all of this, George A. Williams repaid the lien and Alice C. 

Bowers and L.R. Huyett, executor of Henry Huyett, released the lien on 1 

March 1893 (05/114). 

George A. Williams subdivided this 17 3/4 acres and sold the 

individual parcels: 
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No metes and bounds are given for this plat; the only helpful info~ation 
) , 

given by James P. Machin, County surveyor, is a scale (1 1/8" = 250 feet) 

and a list of the acreage of each lot: 
<' 

lot 1 3695 square yards lot 14 . 2420 square yards 
'fC 

2 2376 15 4095 


3 2427 16 2420 


..4 2420 17 2420

') 

5 2175 18 3552 


6 2385 19 2943 


7 2420 20 2412 


8 2420 21 2412 


9 2420 22 2420 


10 2412 23 2420 


11 3784 24 2420 


12 3330 25 2420 


13 2420 26 2840 


27 3293 


(4840 square yards 1 acre) 
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Lot 1 On 18 March 1891 (K5/261) George A. Williams sol~ lot 1 

to Mary Ella Troth of "Fairfax Court House, Virginia" for $75. 

On 15 March 1897 (Y5/334) Mary Ella/J.H',Troth sold lot 

1 to Elisha Dyer for $75. 

Elisha/Mildred Dyer kept the land for awhile before 

selling it to Charles M. Feltner for $150 on 27 March 1906 

(T6/482) • 

Lot 2 On 10 April 1896 (5Y/268) George A. Williams sold lot 2 

to Peyton Thomas Everett for $55. Actually, Williams had already 

sold Everett the land on 22 December 1892 (05/505) but that deed 

indicated the sale of lot 3 (and even included the correct acreage 

of lot 3 in the deed) by mistake sO 5Y/268 was written to correct 

that misunderstanding.* 

On 16 May 1900 (H6/328) Peyton T./Sarah L. sold a part 

of lot 2 and 3 to W.F. Fillingame for $50: 

\ 
~' 

* There was even a third problem with the sale of this land. According 
to T7/279 (28 May 1914) "whereas acknowledgment of said deed [Y5/268] was 
defective, the notary not mentioning his county, nor stating that the 
parties appeared before him in his County; and whereas Everett sold to 
Fillingame who sold part of the lot to Julia Bauckman who sold to Bertie V. 
Horn, who is present owner; whereas it is the intention and desire [of 
Williams] ••• to correct the said defective acknowledgment, in order •• 
• Horn • • • have good title • consequently a new deed was written 
and properly notarized selling the land to Horn from Williams. 
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a: 	 begin at a point on Spring Street, northwest of the northwest 

corner of Elisha Dyer (lot 1), 

b: 	 southeast 48 feet to the northwest corner of Dyer, 

~: 	 east with Dyer's west line 135 feet, 

d: 	 north 40 feet, 

a: 	 west and parallel to west line of Dyer 162 feet to the beginning. 

, 
j 

Peyton then sold the remainder of lot 2 to his wife Sarah 

Louisa of Alexandria for $200 on 16 January 1903 (6L/434). 

Sarah/Peyton sold this land to J.W. Bauckman, Jr., for $600 

on 24 July 1905 (68/44). 

Lot 3 George A. Williams deeded lot 3 to Lucy Thompson on 19 

September 1892 but before he could record the sale, Thompson sold 

the land to Benjamin C. Garrett. Consequently on 1 February 1895 

(why it took so long to do the paperwork is unknown) George 

A./Hattie C. Williams and Arch M./Lucy Thompson sold lot 3 to 

Benjamin C. Garrett for $65 (S5/550). 

On 1 February 1896 (5Y/306) Benjamin C. Garrett, 

unmarried, sold lot 3 for $70 to Peyton F. Everett of Fairfax 

County. 

Peyton/Sarah sold lot 3 (except for the part sold 

Fillingame in 1900 - see lot 2) to James Wilkins for $725 on 6 

January 1903 (6L/366). 

Lot 4 On March 1891 (K5/355) George A. Williams sold lot 4 to 
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Evangeline McKean of Herndon for $60; the sale was accompanied by 

a vendors lien on the land securing a debt of $55 owed Williams. 

McKean promised to pay $2 per month plus interest until the debt 

was repaid--she paid $5 in cash at the time of the sale. The lien 

was released 16 July 1894 (marginal note of K5/355). 

McKean sold this land to James Wilkins of Herndon for $100 on 

5 December 1903 (R6/278). 

Lot 5 George A. Williams sold lot 5 to Thomas J. Kitchen on 22 

December 1892 (N5/552) for $40. (Notice that Williams paid $45 

per acre in October 1890 and was selling less than 0.5 aCre for 

$40 in December of 1892.) 

Thomas J./Rosa B. Kitchen of Herndon placed a lien on 

this 1/2 acre of land on 5 July 1893 (P5/152) in order to secure a 

debt of $250 they owed Benjamin Middleton; they agreed to repay 

the loan within 2 years. They did so and C. R. Bitzer, the 

trustee for this lien, released the lien on 6 July 1897 (Z5/499). 

On 5 July 1893 (P5/152) the Kitchens placed another lien on 

) lot 5 with C.R. Bitzer again as trustee. This lien, organized to 

secure a $250 debt due Benjamin Middleton, (the local holder of 

debts?) was released on 5 July 1897 (Z5/499). 

Thomas died and left this land to Rosa (WB 24/44, 13 November 

1940); Rosa died 25 January 1945 leaving the land to Benjamin F. 

and Bessie G. Saunders in equal shares. Benjamin died 10 January 

1947 leaving his land to his three children, Dorothy, Benjamin, 

Jr., and Warren G. On 20 June 1955 (1326/348) Bessie G. Saunders, 
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